
English – Phonics, Handwriting, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Key Vocabulary 2021-22 

Year Group Vocabulary 

Nursery Full stop, letter, phonics, sentence, word. 

Reception Alien/pseudo words, blend/blending, capital letter, common exception word (CEW), digraph, 
exclamation mark, finger space, full stop, high frequency word, letter, phoneme, phonics, 
punctuation mark, question mark, segment/segmenting, sentence, syllable, tricky words, trigraph, 
word.  

Year 1 Adjective, alien/pseudo words, ascender, blend/blending, capital letter, common exception word 
(CEW), descender, digraph, exclamation mark, finger space, full stop, GPD, grapheme, handwriting 
families, high frequency words (HFW), letter, noun, phoneme, phonics, plural, prefix, pronoun, 
punctuation mark, root word, question mark, segment/segmenting, sentence, singular, split 
diagraph, suffix, syllable, tricky words, trigraph, verb, word.  

Year 2 Adjective, adverb, alien/pseudo words, apostrophe, ascender, blend/blending, capital letter, comma, 
command, common exception word (CEW), compound sentence, compound word, conjunction, 
contracted word, coordinating conjunction, descender, digraph, exclamation, exclamation mark, 
finger space, first person, full stop, GPC, grammar, grapheme, handwriting families, high frequency 
word, homophone, letter, noun, noun phrase, past tense, past progressive tense, phoneme, phonics, 
plural, possessive apostrophe, prefix, present tense, present progressive tense, pronoun, 
punctuation mark, question, question mark, root word, segment/segmenting, sentence, singular, 
split diagraph, statement, subordinating conjunction, suffix, syllable, time conjunction, tricky words, 
trigraph, verb, word.  

 

 

 

 


