Year 1 Phonics
Screening

Guide for Parents and Carers




Children begin to learn phonics (sounds) in Early Years, both Nursery and
Reception.

Once children begin learning sounds, they use this knowledge to read and
spell words. Children can then see the purpose of learning sounds. For this
reason, the first initial sounds that are taught are ‘s’, ‘@, ‘¢, ‘p’, ¢, ‘0.

These can immediately be blended for reading to make simple CVC words
(consonant, vowel, consonant) e.g. sat, pin. Children then develop
segmenting for writing skills; breaking the word into sounds to spell it out.




What is the Year 1 Phonics Screening
Check? o




®* We have prepared children well for it and it will not be referred to as a ‘test’.

* If your child is struggling, the teacher can stop the check.




The screening contains 40 words.

Children will be prepared for the fact that some of the words will not be real
words and these words are identifiable during the test by having a small image
of an alien next to them.













By the end of the Summer term all schools must report their child’s results
to the parents.

They will also confirm if the child has met the standard threshold.

Children who do not achieve the expected level will retake the test when
they are in Year 2.







Parents and carers play a vital role in fostering a love of books and an enjoyment of reading in their children.




* Play lots of word games like T Spy’ and ‘Hangman’.

* Keep reading activities short. It is much better to read little and often.

* The most important thing is to remember to have fun! )
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