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School Aims: our school is a place where we aim to develop:
» Positive attitudes to learning
» Creativity and a sense of self-confidence and self-esteem
» Equality of opportunity, independence, individuality, tolerance, sensitivity and cooperation
» Good relations, respect for others and the environment
» A broad and balanced creative curriculum
» Pupil achievement by providing quality experiences

Dear Parents/Carers,

It has been the most tremendous and busy week in school! The week included a truly
lovely Nursery Open Evening with some visitors new to the school commenting that
they’d never seen a Nursery that could compare with ours! Well done to our amazing
Nursery team!

Thank you to everyone who attended the well-presented and informative Phonics
Workshop for Year 1 — we all hope you found it helpful.

Yesterday was of course World Book Day and children and staff alike enjoyed a day
dedicated to honouring the wonder of the written word. So many books were shared
and discussed and the children looked simply spectacular in their terrific costumes! In
several classes, all the staff dressed as characters from the same story — Pelican staff
were all from ‘Goldilocks’, with Mrs Humphrey in costume as Goldilocks; Penguin staff
were characters from ‘The Cat in the Hat’; Orca class staff looked terrific presenting
‘The Three Little Pigs’; Reception staff were from ‘The Little Gingerbread Man’; and
Nursery staff looked amazing as Eric Carle’s ‘The Bad-Tempered Ladybird’ — one of the
children’s favourite books! Everyone really got into the spirit of the day, looked
incredible and had a wonderful time.

Finally, our deeply committed FROGs have worked tirelessly to be able to collect and
prepare a bunch of daffodils for every child in the school to give to their mother on
Mothering Sunday. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts — this is an act of huge
generosity and we are all so grateful to you.

Happy Mother’s Day, everyone!

Sad announcement: It is with the greatest sorrow that I announce that our dear Mrs
Moran will be leaving at Easter to take up a new job. She will remain in education,
thank goodness — otherwise, it would be a terrible loss to our schools! — but will be
working from home which suits her and her family better at this time in her life. Our
dear Mrs Moran has worked in our school for more than six years and she is the hub
and heart of almost everything that goes on here! She remembers absolutely
everything, reminds everyone, keeps us all on track! She is patience itself and her
kindness and smiling face will be missed beyond measure. We will miss you but we
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wish you all the very best in your new career! If anyone would like to leave a gift,
please email kavitha@gilesinfants.herts.sch.uk or pop into the school office and speak
to Mrs Duhamel.

Red Nose Day: There is another non-uniform day next Friday 15" March. Donations
for this charitable cause very welcome. Thank you for your generosity.

Ramadan: We wish the very best to all of our families who are currently celebrating
the holy month of Ramadan. Some of our parents have very kindly volunteered to
come into school to lead an assembly for our children. Sending wishes for a peaceful
Ramadan and may your fasting go well.

Stay-and-Play: Year 1 Wednesday 27 March 2.45-3.10
Year 2 Wednesday 20" March 2.45-3.10

Science Week: This will take place the week beginning Monday 18" March and will be
led by our fantastic Science Lead, Mrs Edwards.

PTA Easter Stay-and-Play: This will take place Wednesday 27" March 3.30-4.30pm.
Do come along with your children and take part in a range of lovely spring activities.

Nursery Open Evening: This will take place on Monday 18" March 4.30-5.30pm.
Everyone is welcome to come and look around our fabulous Nursery — and especially
those who are looking for a place for their child for September or whose child will be
starting in September.

Breakfast Club Announcement: From Monday 1 1* March, Breakfast Club will be held
in the former dining hall (entrance through the right hand playground). This means
that Breakfast Club and After School Club will be in the same really fabulous large
area and so can be set up permanently for the children. This will mean so much less

work setting up and tidying up for staff and will also result in an improved experience
for the children.

If you are not sure where the entrance is, please speak to Mrs Scantlebury or staff in
the office. We apologise for any inconvenience but are sure that when everyone gets
used to this change, the end result will be tremendous.

After School Club Bookings for Summer Term: The bookings for the summer term will
open in Arbor at 9am on Friday 15" March 2024.

Parent/Teacher Consultations: These will take place as below.

Time-slots for consultations are displayed in classes for you to select a time-slot that is
convenient. If you do not drop your children in school, please either call the office on
01438 359747 to ask for a time, or email me on head@gqilesinfants.herts.sch.uk

We will let class teachers know that you’ve been in touch so that they can call you
back to arrange a time to meet.

If you would prefer a zoom or telephone consultation, please speak to your class
teacher.

Nursery consultations will take place Friday 22** March from 11.45am until 5pm and
on Monday 25" March from 2.40pm until 7pm.

Reception:
Monday 15th April 3.30-6.00pm
Tuesday 16th April 3.30-6.00pm
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Wednesday 17th April 3.30-6.00pm

Year 1:
Tuesday 16th April 1.30-3.00pm
Tuesday 16th April 3.30-6.30pm
Wednesday 17th April 3.30-7pm
Year 2:

Wednesday 17th April 3.40-6.30pm
Thursday 18th April 3.40-6.30pm

Teachers will have booking times nearer to the date or you can email or call the office
to request a slot.

Nursery school places for September 2024: If you are a prospective parent, we have a
number of tours scheduled, please click on the following link:
https://www.gilesnurseryandinfants.co.uk/prospective-parent-tours/

Please kindly share this message with parents, friends and family where they have a
child due to start Nursery in September 2024. Applications opened on 1st November
2023,

Charlie Chicks will be available to
JV‘ Garden purchase from the School Office from
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Please contact Mrs Mendel

C LOTH E S B A N K _—tt: (head@gqilesinfants.herts.sch.uk) or

your class teacher if you would like
FEEEEEETETErErerer ey us to make a referral on your behalf.

Clothes Available for children
age 3-18

— Saturday 27th January
Saturday 24th February
Saturday 23rd March

— Time: 11am - 12:30pm

— Venue: Grace Community Church
Hydean way, Stevenage

$G2 9XJ
—_— To collect clothes, please contact

clothesbank@gccstevenage.church
for sorting out referrals

Looking forward to ( :
partnering with you

SCHOOL CROSSING
PATROL WANTED!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR SOMEONE
WHO WOULD BE INTERESTED IN BECOMING
THE SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL AFTERNOONS ONLY

GILES PRIMARY SCHOOL

THE PAY IS £11.59 PER HOUR
(excluding enhancements)
AFTERNOONS ONLY

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED OR WOULD LIKE
FURTHER INFORMA TION PLEASE CONTACT
THE ACTIVE AND SAFER TRAVEL TEAM ON 01992 556816/
01992 556803

Hertfordshire County Council, Active and Safer Travel Team,
County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13 8DN.
Tel: 01992 556816 MARCH 2024
Can we please remind you that it is parental
responsibility to get your child to and
from school safely

Hertfordshire
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Nursery: This week in Nursery, the children have been busy creating a surprise and
learning a song for Mother’s Day. Please ask them to sing their special Mother’s Day
song on Sunday. They listened to different stories about mummies including ‘My Mum
is Fantastic’ by Nick Butterworth. It was incredibly special to hear the children share
all the wonderful things their mummies do to help them, and how much they cherish
the special hugs and kisses you give them.

The children have thoroughly enjoyed celebrating World Book Day, listening to a
range of stories, making bookmarks, and creating their own books. They have had a
fantastic time in the Giles library role play area, being a librarian, keeping the books
tidy and using the computer to run the library. Amari said, “I’'m using the computer,
I’'m working at the library.” Jamie sat on the big comfy cushions and said, “It’s story
time!”

In phonics, the children have consolidated their knowledge of rhyme and practised
making rhyming strings. As a class, the children created the rhyming string ‘cat’,
‘mat’, ‘sat’, ‘rat’, ‘bat’, ‘hat’, ‘flat’. They then made the rhyming string ‘sun’, ‘fun’,
‘run’, ‘bun’. Well done, Ladybirds!

Next week in PSED, the children will sort healthy and unhealthy foods. We will be
reading ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle, learning about the life cycle of a
butterfly and practising the days of the week.

Reception: This week the children have thoroughly enjoyed participating in activities
linked to World Book Day. Some of the stories the children in Reception have listened
to are ‘The Enormous Turnip’, ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’, ‘Jack and the
Beanstalk’ and ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’. On Thursday morning, the children were
all eager to see each other’s costumes. Zoe in Tawny Owl class said, “I am Mirabel in
Casita!”

There has been a such a wide range of activities for the children to enjoy this week.
Some of the activities were using cubes to measure the height of different sized
beanstalks, making bowls of porridge for the three bears, and watching a ‘balloon
turnip’ grow. Luca in Barn Owl class was so fascinated by the ‘balloon turnip’
experiment, he asked if the experiment could be put on a shelf so that he “could see if
the balloon turnip carried on growing.”

In mathematics, the children have continued to focus on number bonds totalling ten.
They loved the activity of separating ten bears into two groups and writing a
calculation to match. The children have used Numicon to help them create number
bonds totalling ten and recorded their calculations on a whiteboard.

In RE, the children recalled the daily events of the Christian creation story. They
listened to ‘The Creation of the World’ by Hector Perez and took turns to talk about
all the natural things Christians believe God created.

In PSED, the children discussed the importance of exercise and what happens to their
bodies after they have been moving about. Maeesha in Snowy Owl class said, “My
heart is jumping faster!”

Next week, the children will focus on how to be a safe pedestrian and in literacy, they
will design a road safety poster and add a caption. In mathematics, the children will
be looking at doubles to ten. In RE, the children will be acting out the poem ‘The
Creation’ by James Weldon Johnson and looking at paintings by famous artists.

Year 1: What a fabulous day the children had yesterday celebrating World Book Day!
They enjoyed listening to a range of stories and shared experiences of their favourite



books. The children enjoyed showing their costumes to each other. Thank you for all
your wonderful outfits. The children had an absolutely super experience.

This week in English, the children have bequn their new topic on fairy tales. They
shared their knowledge about fairy tales and created posters displaying their ideas.
The children generated fairy tale vocabulary such as ‘king’, ‘queen’, ‘castle’, ‘throne’,
‘magic’, ‘wand’ and lots more! They enjoyed choosing objects from a feely bag and
guessing which fairy tale the items could belong to. The children listened to the fairy
tale ‘Cinderella’ and created a story mountain to retell the story with pictures and
keywords.

Phonics this week has continued with alternative pronunciations. The children have
revisited the grapheme ‘ou’, making the /ow/ sound heard in ‘out’ and ‘shout’ They
have learnt that there are three further alternative sounds: /oa/ like in ‘boulder’, long
/oo/ like in ‘group’ and short /oo/ like in ‘could’. They have learnt the mnemonic ‘oh
you lucky duck’ to support them in remembering the spellings for ‘could’, ‘would’ and
‘should’.

Our Book of the Week was ‘Peace at Last’ by Jill Murphy. The hour was late and Mr
Bear was tired. But he could not sleep, however he tried and wherever he tried. Snore,
snore went Mrs Bear. Tick-tock, tick-tock went the clock. Would Mr Bear ever get to
sleep? Please click the link if you would like to listen at home and find out what
happens. Peace at Last

In mathematics, the children have continued their topic on place value. They have
revisited their number bonds to ten and learnt that numbers from 11 to 19 are made
Jrom one ten and ‘some more’. They have used a range of manipulatives such as tens
frames, Cuisenaire rods and Numicon to show different ways to make these numbers.

In science, the children continued with their learning on materials. They investigated a
range of objects, drawing them and labelling the materials used to make them. The
children looked closely at objects made of wood, plastic, metal, glass and rock. The
children also discussed why materials are suited for different purposes.

In computing, the children have enjoyed the next maze explorer challenge using 2Go on
Purple Mash. They have navigated a route, inputting the coding needed to complete
the journey.

In geography, the children have explored Stevenage using Google Earth. They have
looked at different landmarks such as Fairlands Valley Lakes, the Gordon Craig
Theatre and our school. The children have found the old and new town of Stevenage on
a map and plotted our school, the theatre and Fairlands Valley Lakes.

Next week in English, the children will be continuing their fairy tale work and
planning an alternative ending to Cinderella. In mathematics, the children will be
continuing with their place value learning with numbers up to 20.

We hope you have a lovely weekend and a wonderful Mother’s Day if you are
celebrating it.

The Year 1 Team

Year 2: It has been a fabulous week in Year 2. There were so many wonderful outfits
on display on Thursday for World Book Day. The children were so excited to see each
other’s costumes and the adults were incredibly impressed! Thank you to everyone who
made a donation to support the NSPCC and thank you all for your support to make
the day so special. The children had a fantastic day, making bookmarks, taking part in
a story quiz, enjoying a book scavenger hunt and designing their own special library.
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In English this week, the children conducted research about the lives of the indigenous
people of America. They focused on finding out about weapons, footwear,
dreamcatchers, buffalo, food and totem poles. The children used what they learnt
about effective searching in computing last half term to help them source the most
useful web pages to find information. They remembered that asking a question on a
search engine will bring up the most specific information and used this to make notes,
in preparation for writing their own non-fiction book next week.

In mathematics, the children continued to learn about money. They explored how
different coins can be used to make the same amount, focusing on £1. They learnt how
to add and subtract money and practised these skills with different amounts and
denominations.

In history, the children learnt about the hierarchy in the tribes of the indigenous people
of America and made a headdress for a clan member. In PSCHE, the children thought
about how it feels when we are relaxed compared to when we are stressed and learnt
some ways to help them relax.

In English next week, the children will use their research to write their own non-fiction
book about the indigenous people of America. In mathematics, the children will begin
a new unit of work focusing on multiplication and division.

In computing, the children will learn how to make a quiz using different types of
questions. In geography, they will learn the four points of a compass and use compass
directions to describe how to move around a map. In PSHCE, the children will learn
how medicines work and important it is to use them safely. In art and design, the
children will use natural objects to print patterns on to clay tiles and in science, they
will revise what a seed needs to grow before planting their own.

Next Thursday 14th March, the Year 2 teachers will be hosting mathematics
workshops. These will take place straight after school in the Year 2 classrooms. The
workshops will focus on how we teach place value, addition and subtraction and how
this lays the groundwork for children to develop their mathematic skills in junior
school. You will also have an opportunity to see the resources and presentations we
use to support our mathematics teaching. The workshops will be very informative and
we look forward to seeing you all there.

The Year 2 Team



CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHY

TROPHY-BEARING CLASS WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK

PELICAN CLASS

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE — WELL DONE!/

A A
N—
STARS OF THE WEEK
Ladybird Nursery|Eshaal for a wonderful portrait of her mummy.
Classes
Marshall for super effort using his robot arms to segment words.
Heidi for good sitting and listening during group time.
Amelie for fantastic robot arms when segmenting and blending words.
Myles for excellent participation at story time, giving super
predictions and recall of the story.
Ava 'or a beautiful drawing of her mummy.
Snowy Owls Beau for writing his name independently.
Ella-Rae for finding ways to make ten.
Harrie or finding number bonds to ten.
Tawny Owls Carina for trying her best when writing in phonics.
Sumayyah for incredible independent reading.
Alice for persevering and getting across the monkey bars
independently.
Barn Owls Charlie for super knowledge about number bonds totalling ten.
Sophie 'or wonderful letter formation when writing in phonics.
Red Fox Class Ava for fantastic retelling of the story of ‘Cinderella’.
Leo 'or super mathematics talking about tens and ones.
Big Cat Class Alannah for fabulous answers in gquided reading.
Raphael 'or super mathematics when making numbers 11, 12 and 13.
Walker Bear David for always listening carefully to find out how to make your
Class work even better.
Samuel or knowing lots of ways to be healthy.
Pelicans Leon for creating a wonderful book cover on World Book Day.




Maya for creating a wonderful book cover on World Book Day.
Nkazi or always volunteering to help others.

Puffins Hareem for always having a positive attitude to all her learning.
Lorenz or fantastic effort with his phonics.

Penguins Delilah for making a super effort in all activities.
Erika or always having a positive attitude to her learning.

Kindest regards,

Rouane Mendel
Headteacher
School Calendar Dates 2023/24
MARCH 2024
Friday 15™ Red Nose Day
Week of 18" SCIENCE WEEK
Monday 18" Nursery Open Evening, 4.30-5.30pm

Wednesday 20" TBC

Great Fire of London Workshop for Year 2

Tuesday 26™

Stay and Read, Year 1 2.45-3.10pm. Parents come into class to
read with their child or small group of children. All very welcome.

Wednesday 27"

Stay and Read, Year 2 2.45-3.10pm. Parents come into class to
read with their child or small group of children. All very welcome.

Thursday 21*

Holi Assembly, Hindu Festival of Colours, pupils only

w/c Monday 25"

Easter Activities throughout school

Tuesday 26™

Easter Assembly in school, pupils only

Week of 25

Parent Consultations, times tbc

Wednesday 27* TBC

FROG / PTA Easter Stay and Play, 3.30-4.30pm

Thursday 28™

Easter Bonnet Parade, whole school, pupils only

Thursday 28"

Last day of term, school closes 2pm

Thursday 28"

Last day of term — finish at 2pm

EASTER HOLIDAY: Friday 29" - Friday 12" April 2024

APRIL 2024
Monday 15" Children return to school
Week of the 15t MATHS WEEK

Week of the 15th

Parent-Teacher Consultations time tbc nearer the time

Thursday 18™ DATE TBC

Eid-al-Fitr Assembly in school, pupils only

Wednesday 24" TBC

Year 2 trip to RSPB Rye Meads — 2 x classes

Thursday 25" TBC

Year 2 trip to RSPB Rye Meads — 1 x class

Friday 26"

Sponsored spell words given out

Friday 26™

FROG Bags2School Collection

w/c Monday 22" tbc

Living Chicks Project

Tuesday 23 - TBC

M&M Production of The Jungle Book followed by workshop.

w/c 29t

Year 1, Class visits to Sishes Wood, each class to be confirmed

w/c 29" MATHS WEEK INCLUDING POTENTIAL WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS
TBC
MAY 2024
Monday 6™ BANK HOLIDAY

w/c May 13"

BIG WRITE




Wednesday 15™

Stay and Read, Year 1, 2.45-3.10pm. Parents come into class to
read with their child or small group of children. All very welcome.

Wednesday 15"

Buddha’s Birthday Assembly

Thursday 16™

Stay and Read, Year 2, 2.45-3.10pm. Parents come into class to
read with their child or small group of children. All very welcome.

Wednesday 22"

FROG Bake sale and Uniform Sale

HALF TERM: Monday 27* May - Friday 31" May 2024

JUNE 2024
Monday 3" INSET DAY
Tuesday 4™ Children return to school
Week 10" June MONEY WEEK

Tuesday 11*

Reception Summer Concert, Barn Owl, 9.15am

Wednesday 12

Reception Summer Concert, Tawny Owl, 9.15am

Thursday 13"

Reception Summer Concert, Snowy Owl, 9.15am

Sunday 16"

Fathers Day — diary note

TBC Monday 17

Circus Workshops and Assembly date tbc

TBC Tuesday 18"

SEN/Inclusion team Drop-In, 8.50-9.30am. If you have something
you would like to discuss with our specialist team, do drop by for

coffee.

Thursday 20"

Class Photograph Day with Kittle

Thursday 20"

Whole School Open Evening and Book Fair, 5.30-7.00pm

Friday 21+

NURSERY CLOSED TO ALL CURRENT CHILDREN

Wednesday 26™

Big Cats Summer Concert, 2.30pm

Thursday 27"

Walker Bears Summer Concert, 1.30pm

Thursday 27

Red Foxes Summer Concert, 2.30pm

JULY 2024
Monday 1* INSET DAY
Week of 1* Olympic Presentations
Tuesday 2™ Inco Coffee morning
Friday 5th Sports Day practice
Monday 8" Date TBC ARK Farm Visit (Reception classes)
Tuesday 9™ Sports Day in morning

TBC Wednesday 10"

Walton on Naze trip — date to be confirmed, dependent on tides

Thursday 11

Moving Up Day

TBC Friday 12"

Sports for Schools Athlete visit

Friday July 12*

Nursery Pirate Day

W/C 157 July

ONE WORLD WEEK

Monday 15°

FROG | PTA Nursery Bedtime Stories

TBC Monday 15"

Indian Dance Workshop

Tuesday 16™

Reserve Sports Day

TBC Wednesday 17

Drumming workshop

Monday 22"

Class Parties

Monday 22™

Puffins Leavers Assembly — 9.15am

Monday 22™

Pelicans Leavers Assembly — 10.15am

Tuesday 23

Penguins Leavers Assembly — 9.15am

Tuesday 23

Last day of term — finish at 2pm
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