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School Aims: our school is a place where we aim to develop: 
► Positive attitudes to learning 
► Creativity and a sense of self-confidence and self-esteem 
► Equality of opportunity, independence, individuality, tolerance, sensitivity and cooperation 
► Good relations, respect for others and the environment 
► A broad and balanced creative curriculum 
► Pupil achievement by providing quality experiences 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This week has been absolutely filled with the most wonderful adventures for our 
children. It started on Wednesday with an exhilarating Circus Skills day-long 
workshop for all pupils from Reception through to Year 2.  Children were very proud of 
their newly-acquired skills and showed such determination and resilience to try and try 
again, attempting to master tricks involving a marvellous array of exciting circus 
equipment. 
 
Yesterday, all our Reception children accessed their own farm experience brought on 
site especially for them. In this way, all the children were able to enter in small groups 
and spend very intimate time with the animals, stroking them and learning about 
them very directly.  A wide range of animals were present including pygmy goats, pigs, 
sheep, a donkey, a dog, a rabbit, ducks, hens and guinea pigs!  The children had a 
wonderful time.  
 
And for all the pupils in the school, probably the highlight of the week was our School 
Fete, run by the most fantastic FROG team we have had for many, many years. It was 
an occasion that all our pupils and families absolutely revelled in – a truly awesome 
whole community event.   
 

An event of this kind takes the most enormous amount of preparation and I simply 
can’t thank our FROGs enough. Huge, special thanks go to the co-Chairs, Toni and 
Zoe.  Toni and Zoe are standing down at the end of this year but they just could not 
have produced a more glorious swansong.  You have both worked so, so unbelievably 
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hard and you have done so much for our school.  Thank you both so much.  You have 
been nothing short of incredible.  Thank you. 

 
And overall, in terms of prep and then getting 
everything sorted on the day – everyone put in so 
much effort and worked together seamlessly. Thank 
you so very much. Thank you to our terrific parents 
and FROG members, to our amazing staff Mrs 
Dalton, Mrs Clark, Mrs Dacombe, Miss Busby, Miss 
Stanton, Mrs Pentiuc, Miss Wright, Mrs Humphrey, 
Miss O’Regan, Mrs Collinson, Ms Wilkinson and 
Mrs Williams.  We need to thank also our terrific 

current or former star pupils Robbie, Layla, Sophie and Abbie / Abi!  
 
All those who donated, all those others who helped – thank you to everyone who gave 
so generously to the stupendous Tombola and the beautiful soft toy prizes. Huge 
thanks also to Mrs Humphrey, who is our teacher representative on FROG, and to all 
the teachers and to all the staff who pulled out all the stops on the day.  

 
Thank you everyone. It was an event that gave all those who participated so much joy 
– and was a real community-builder. So many, many smiling faces. Last, but not least, 
a phenomenal £900 was raised!  
 
Nursery and Reception Welcomes: Thank you to everyone who attended our Welcome 
to Nursery talk for parents led by our wonderful Mrs Edwards who will be leading our 
Nursery team next year.  Thank you and well done, Mrs Edwards!   
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the second Reception stay-and-play session for 
all those children starting in Reception in autumn.  The children were so excited to 
learn which class they’ll be going into in September! 
 
Scholastic Book Fair: Thank you for your generous support of the Book Fair. Your 
purchases earned the school £82.89 in rewards, which we will use to purchase new 
books for the classrooms. 
 
Sports Day:  This week children have been practising in preparation for Sports Day and 
Mr Pullin, our brilliant Sports Specialist who started with us many years ago as an 
apprentice, has been preparing all year-groups for the forthcoming Sports Day by 
giving sessions on Olympic values and standards to all classes, so the children will be 
fully prepared to participate with great sportsmanship as well as with terrific sporting 
standards. Now we only have to hope for perfect weather on Tuesday!  
 
Sports Day is Tuesday 8th July. Please be prepared for cancellation in the event of the 
school field being too wet. We will text or send an email and put a message on the 
school website if a decision to cancel is taken in the morning. The reserve date will be 
Wednesday 16th July. 
 



• Dress: Please dress children in their PE kits (polo shirts, shorts and training 
shoes) in the morning. They will need to wear a hat and sunscreen. Please 
supply your child with a water bottle. 

 
• Times of events: 

• Reception: 9.05am - 10.00am 
• Year 1: 10.0 5am - 11.10am 
• Year 2: 11.15am - 12.20pm 

 
• Access to school field: At 9.00am, the school caretaker will lock all external 

gates as usual except the Nursery entrance gate which will be kept open all 
morning. Please enter and exit the school premises through this gate. Please 
enter the sports field by walking along the Year 1 playground, then through the 
field gate. 

 
• Spectator rules: We’ll be marking off with barrier tape the spectator area which 

we would ask you to stay inside please. We will also have some chairs 
available.  
 

• Children must stay with their classes and not go with parents, for 
example, to use the toilet.  
 

• The event should be conducted in the same way as an assembly – 
families are there as spectators and should not approach the children, 
including at the end when they are walking back to class.  
 

• We did have incursions last year so please be aware that this year I will 
stop the races if any adults come outside of the allocated areas.  

 
I know this is difficult and we understand that you’re very proud of your 
children but this is a big event, and we need to keep all the children safe. This 
event taking place as it does on the sports field outside is the one time in the 
year when the school is not in control of who turns up to watch. We therefore 
have to make incredibly sure that we are keeping a clear gap between 
spectators and the children.  Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation. 

Next week we have Sports Day, Rocksteady Concert (parents by invitation only), 
Nursery Pirate Day, Orca Sports Afternoon and Open Session and of course Moving Up 
Day.  

Sports Day:                                              Tuesday 08/07/25 Morning 
Reception: 9.05 - 10.00am 
Year 1: 10.05 - 11.10am 
Year 2: 11.15 - 12.20am 

  
Rocksteady Concert 
by invitation only    Wednesday 09/07/25  9.30 
 
Moving Up Day    Thursday 10/07/25 
 
Pirate Day for Nursery   Friday 11/07/25 

One World Week: The following week (14-18 July) is One World Week. If you have 
knowledge, or background in, one or more cultures, we would love for you to come in 
and speak to the children. We’d love for people to read stories in another language, 
and then in English. There will be a wide variety of activities taking place over the 
week and each year-group will choose to focus on a different part of the world. This 



will include African Dance and Chinese Dragon Movement workshops as well as a 
special Mosaic Workshop for our Year 2 pupils as a gift for them and to give them an 
opportunity to create a lasting artefact for our school to remember them all.   

If you are able to contribute to the richness of this experience in any way, please speak 
to your child’s class teacher.   

Nursery Pirate Day on Friday 11th July:  The staff will all be dressed in pirate 
costumes, and it would be wonderful if your child could dress up too.  There will be 
lots of exciting pirate-related activities for the children to enjoy. Nursery staff will be 
running the different activities, so children do need to be accompanied by an adult if at 
all possible.  If you are able to attend, it would be wonderful if you could come and 
enjoy this adventure together with your child.   
  
AM session 9.00 – 11.30am   
PM session 12.30 – 3.00pm  
  
If your child attends all day, you may come with your child to either session.  As the 
activities are repeated, you may wish to keep your child at home with you for one of 
the sessions.  
 
Value of the Month: Our new value of the month for July is Courage.  

 
Reception clothing plea: If you have any socks, pants, trousers, skirts or tops that fit 
Reception age pupils, please will you donate them to us? We always need spares and 
we are running out. Thank you. 
 
Nursery: This week in Nursery, the children were excited to hear the special news that 
we are going to have a Pirate Day! They were eager to begin counting down the 
number of sleeps until Pirate Day. 

 
In expressive art and design, the children have been busy 
making sand art, drizzling PVA glue and adding sand. Some 
children practised writing the letters of their name with the 
sand and glue. Tito took great care to write the letters in his 
name and commented, ‘I liked putting the sand on’. The 
children were delighted to learn the song, ‘A Sailor Went to 
Sea’. They learnt to clap the rhythm of the song and then 
worked with a partner to clap together. The children were 
happy to sing and clap with different friends each day and they 
all had great fun singing this song.  
 

 
The children explored the seaside and harbours this week through pictures, stories and 
videos. They were fascinated to learn about different types of boats, harbours and the 
purpose of lighthouses. They noticed the patterns on lighthouses and discussed how 
they help to keep boats safe. The children made their own lighthouses and beach 
houses using rectangles and squares and creatively made boats using 2d shapes. 



 
In mathematics, the children played a range of number games 
using ice cream and pirate themes. They matched numbered ice 
creams, sorted sea animals into coloured groups and built 
towers of different heights using blocks. The children practised 
ordering numbers to ten using golden coins and pirate treasure, 
showing great focus and enthusiasm. 
 
Next week, the children will listen to a range of pirate stories, 
sing lots of pirate songs and take part in yoga. In physical 
development, they will jump the waves and learn a special 
‘walk the plank’ move. The children will also be preparing 
invitations for their friends for our Pirate Day, which will take 
place on Friday 11th July. 
 
Reception:  

 
Yesterday, the children had a fantastic visit from Ark farm. They brought in a range of 
animals and after a wonderful introduction of questions and answers, the children had 
the opportunity to get into the large enclosure and handle the animals. During the 
visit, the children were asked to name the two baby goats. The children thought of 
some particularly good suggestions and in the end, it was decided the kids should be 
called ‘Sera and Era’.  Well done to Marshall in Ban Owl class for thinking of two 
marvellous names! Evie from Tawny Owl class was excited to meet Evie the goat and 
said ‘We are both Evie! That is so funny,’ and when asked what baby goats are called, 
Thea in Barn Owl class said, ‘They are called goatlings.’ After visiting the farm 
animals, Calliope in Snowy Owl class said, ‘I loved all the animals and especially the 
guinea pig and rabbit!’ 
 
On Wednesday, the children enjoyed participating in a circus workshop. They had the 
opportunity to spin plates, do some juggling and watch some magic tricks. Mina in 
Snowy Owl class really enjoyed the workshop and said, ‘I have magic hair,’ when the 
magician did a trick. 
 

 



In literacy, the children wrote sentences about which fillings they would like in their 
sandwiches. Popular fillings included jam and cheese but a few of the children thought 
of more interesting fillings for their sandwich such as aioli, marmite, and strawberries! 
 
This week’s poem is titled ‘Summer Leaves’: 

Come walk with me on a summer’s day, 
Up the road, a long, long way. 
Summer leaves are all you can see, 
So lovely and healthy and green as can be. 
The tall green treetops are ever so high, 
Almost touching the bright blue sky. 
Come walk with me in a summer breeze, 
And see the sunlight glinting through the trees.  

 
In mathematics, the children revisited doubles to 10 and loved playing the 
mathematical game ‘Reverse Bingo’, where they were given the answer and had to 
work out its double. The children really enjoyed calling out ‘Bingo!’ when they placed 
the final counter on their board. 
 
The Musician of the Month for June was Bob Marley. The children found out he played 
the guitar and was a vegetarian. Bob Marley washed his hair but never combed it and 
had dreadlocks in his hair. The children particularly enjoyed listening to his band ‘Bob 
Marley and the Wailers’ and the songs, ‘Three Little Birds’ and ‘Could You Be Loved’. 
This month’s Musician of the Month is George Ezra.  
 
Next week the children will be making a sandwich and choosing a filling such as jam, 
honey, or cheese spread, or they may just choose to have butter as their filling. In 
mathematics, the children will be creating and continuing a repeating pattern using 
coloured cubes and in understanding the world, they will be finishing off their seasons 
book by painting a tree in summer bloom.  
 
Year 1: It has been another busy week in Year 1! On Wednesday, the children had a 
wonderful time learning circus skills! They were very adept at spinning plates, stacking 
cups, rolling flower sticks and walking on tight ropes and stilts. In the afternoon they 
did a Sports Day practice on the field to understand how the races will be organised.  
 

  
 
In mathematics, the children completed their learning all about position and direction 
and started to learn about time. In English, they have enjoyed the story ‘Barnaby Bear 
At The Seaside’. With Barnaby Bear’s help, the children have learnt about staying safe 
at the seaside and made beach safety posters. They found out about lifeguards and 
beach flags. They considered questions they would like to ask a lifeguard and wrote 
them, remembering to use a question word and a question mark. In geography the 
children learnt about aerial views and plans. Barnaby Bear drew a map of his caravan, 



so the children drew a plan of their classrooms. They used a key to identify key 
features such as the tables, chairs and doors. In phonics the children have continued to 
learn about alternative spellings. Finally, in PSHCE they celebrated ways in which they 
have grown over the last year. 
 
Thank you for returning homework books. There is no more homework this year. We 
have loved seeing all the wonderful ways in which the children have explored their 
learning with you. Thank you for all the effort you have put in to celebrating your 
children’s learning in this way. 
 
Next week, the children have Forest School again. They will be very excited for Sports 
Day on Tuesday. Please note the timings and arrangements at the start of the 
newsletter. In English they will research the RNLI, having first heard about Barnaby 
Bear’s adventures. They will draw a plan of the Forest School area in geography. The 
children will continue to learn about time in mathematics. On Thursday morning they 
will visit their new classrooms for Year 2.  
 
With all best wishes for the weekend,  
The Year 1 team. 
 
Year 2: The children have enjoyed a wonderful week in Year 2. On Wednesday, all the 
children had the opportunity to take part in a Circus Skills workshop, trying their hand 
at plate spinning and juggling. They had an amazing time, while following instructions 
and demonstrating how to respect resources. Well done, Year 2! 
 

            
 
In English this week, the children continued to learn the African folktale of ‘The 
Papaya That Spoke’. They chose the characters they will include when they write their 
own version of the story and made a story plan that them will help them with their 
writing. 
 
In mathematics, the children continued to learn about statistics. They learnt how to 
draw and interpret pictograms with a 1:1 key, and to draw and interpret statistics 
with 1:2, 1:5 and 1:10 keys. 
 
In design and technology, the children used fabric pens to decorate the material for 
their cushion and began to sew it together. In PSHCE, they discussed ‘good’ and ‘bad’ 
touches and shared the types of touches they like and dislike. In computing, the 
children explored surrealist art and used Purple Mash to create their own artwork. In 
geography, they used aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features.  
 
In English next week, the children will use their story plans to write their own version 
of ‘The Papaya That Spoke’. In mathematics, they will start a new unit of work, 
learning about position and direction. In geography, the children will learn how to use 
an atlas to locate places in the United Kingdom. In design and technology, they will 
continue to sew their cushions. 
 
Sports Day takes place on Tuesday next week, with the Year 2 races starting at 
11.15am. Please can children come to school in their PE kit and have a fresh bottle of 



water with them. In the afternoon, the children will visit the Junior School with their 
current teacher, to ask questions and explore the playground. Thursday is Moving Up 
day and the children will spend the morning at the Junior School with their new 
teachers. On Friday, the Year 2 children will visit Woburn Safari Park. A checklist of 
information will be sent home with your child next week. 
 
We hope you have a wonderful weekend. 
 
The Year 2 team 
 

CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHY 

 
TROPHY-BEARING CLASS WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK 

 
BIG CATS CLASS 

98.1% 
 

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE – WELL DONE!! 

 
 

 
STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ladybird 
Nursery Classes 

Lana for fantastic segmenting and blending during our toy talk activity.  
 
Damola for amazing listening and participation during nursery activities. 
 
Billy for brilliant name writing whilst creating your sand picture. 
 
Muriha for trying your best in all of your nursery activities.  
 
Bertie for super counting and ordering of our numbered pirate coins one 
to five.  
 
Evie for fabulous formation of your name whilst creating your sand 
picture this week. 

Snowy Owls Nedu for being kind and gentle to the farm animals. 
 
Isaac-Jay for being kind and gentle to the farm animals. 
 
Bear for making progress with your writing. 

Tawny Owls Raffaele for amazing plate spinning in the circus workshop.  
 
Sabin for recalling lots of facts about farm animals during the Ark Farm 
workshop.  
 
Marissa for fantastic concentration when practising the 'Egg and Spoon' 
race. 
 
Henry P for super independent sentence writing.  

Barn Owls Adalyne for super recognition of reverse doubles.  
 
Marshall for super recognition of reverse doubles.  
 
Olwethu for fantastic writing about your favourite sandwich fillings. 
 



George G for being kind and gentle when stroking the animals from Ark 
Farm.  
 
Hashir for being kind and gentle when stroking the animals from Ark 
Farm. 
 
Archer for always using ‘golden words’ at lunchtime. 

Reception Value 
of the Month - 
Harmony 

Snowy Owl Class: Mina and Ellis. 
 
Tawny Owl Class: Henry O, Raffaele and Jamie. 
 
Barn Owls Class: Misha 

Red Foxes Zunairah for super independent writing. 
 
Evie for being a fabulous team player when working in a group. 

Big Cats Sumayyah for creating a wonderful poster about staying safe in the sun. 
 
Joshua for a fantastic understanding of position and direction. 

Walker Bears 
 

Aadam for super sports day practice. 
 
Blaze for lovely history learning comparing seaside holidays past and 
present. 
 
George for making super progress in handwriting. 

Year 1 Value of 
the Month - 
Harmony 

Red Fox Class: Ishanvi and Thelya. 
Big Cat Class: Olaf and Reggie. 
Walker Bear Class: Diana, Sophie and Jeremiah. 

Pelicans Betsy for all your hard work this week. 
 
Xavi for always having a positive attitude. 

Puffins Arlowe - for working carefully on your cushion design in design and 
technology. 
 
Rose-Marie for tidying your learning environments when you have 
finished. 

Penguins George for having a happy and positive week. 
 
Muhammed for excellent mathematics learning on statistics. 

Year 2 Value of 
the Month - 
Harmony 

Puffin Class: Juliette and Joey. 
Penguin Class: Connie, Sabah and Honey-Rose. 
Pelican Class: Kara and Phoebe. 

 
I hope you all have the most wonderful weekend. 
 
Kindest regards, 
Rouane Mendel 
Headteacher 
  



      
SCHOOL DATES AND EVENTS SUMMER TERM 2 2025 

Sports Day:                                              Tuesday 08/07/25 Morning 
 

Reception: 9.05 - 10.00am 
Year 1: 10.05 - 11.10am 
Year 2: 11.15 - 12.20am 

  
Rocksteady Concert 
by invitation only    Wednesday 09/07/25  9.30 
 
Moving Up Day    Thursday 10/07/25 
 
Pirate Day for Nursery   Friday 11/07/25 
 
One World Week    W/C 14/07/25 
 
FROG Nursery Bedtime Story  Monday 14/07/25  6.00 - 6.30 
 
African Dance Workshop   Tuesday 15/07/25 
 
Sports Day Reserve    Wednesday 16/07/25  Morning 
  
Mosaic Workshop Year 2   Thursday 17/07/25 
 
Chinese Dragon Workshop   Monday 21/07/25 
 
Puffin Leavers Assembly   Tuesday 22/07/25  9.15 
 
Pelican Leavers Assembly   Tuesday 22/07/25  10.15  
 
Class parties     Tuesday 22/07/25 
 
Penguin Leavers Assembly   Wednesday 23/07/25  9.15  
 
Last day – school finishes at 1pm  Wednesday 23/07/25 

 
 

TERM DATES 2024/25 

School finishes on Wednesday 23rd July 2025 at 1.00pm 
 

TERM DATES 2025-26 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Autumn Term:  Thursday 4th September 2025 – Friday 19th December 2025 
 

Children return to school on Thursday 4th September 2025 
 

[Half term:  Monday 27th October 2025 – Friday 31st October 2025] 
 

Monday 3rd November 2025 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 4th November 2025 
 

Friday 28th November 2025 – OCCASIONAL DAY SCHOOL CLOSED 



 
School finishes on Friday 19th December 2025 at 1.00pm 

 
[Christmas Holidays: Monday 22nd December 2025 – Friday 2nd January 2026] 

 
Monday 5th January 2026 – INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Spring Term:  Tuesday 6th January 2026 – Friday 27th March 2026 

 
Children return to school on Tuesday 6th January 2026 

 
[Half term: Monday 16th February 2026 – Friday 20th February 2026] 

 
School finishes on Friday 27th March 2026 at 1.00pm 

 
Summer Term: Monday 13th April 2026 – Thursday 23rd July 2026 

 
Monday 4th May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Monday 25th May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
[Half term:  Monday 25th May 2026 – Friday 29th May 2026] 

 
Monday 1st June 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Children return to school on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 

 
Friday 3rd July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
School finishes on Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 1.00pm 
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