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School Aims: our school is a place where we aim to develop:
» Positive attitudes to learning
» Creativity and a sense of self-confidence and self-esteem
» Equality of opportunity, independence, individuality, tolerance, sensitivity and cooperation
» Good relations, respect for others and the environment
» A broad and balanced creative curriculum
» Pupil achievement by providing quality experiences

Dear Parents/Carers,

It has been quite simply an extraordinary week in school! We have had Sports Day,
the most incredible Rocksteady Concert, Year 2 trip to Woburn, the Nursery Pirate
Day and Moving Up Day!

A huge thank you to so many of you who have spoken to me so kindly and
appreciatively about sports day. I've had so many comments from parents that Sports
Day this year, organised by our phenomenal sports specialist and former sporting
apprentice Mr Pullin, was the best many parents had ever seen. We owe an immense
debt of gratitude to Mr Pullin because he runs this event so beautifully — he works so
hard, prepares the site and the pupils with such care and conscientiousness. He is
truly a credit to himself, to our school and to our pupils. And didn’t the children do
themselves proud! Sportsmanship as well as really high-level skill was in evidence
throughout. Mr Pullin delivers sessions to each class on the Olympic Values prior to
the races and I would say these were demonstrated consistently throughout. The
weather was glorious and the children certainly deserved their ice pops afterwards!
Well done to everyone!

The Year 2 children are enjoying their day at Woburn Safari Park as I write — photos
will go in next week’s letter.

8" The Grand Finale is today with the beyond fabulous

: ’sr'u‘ Nursery Pirate Day — one of the absolutely key events of
the year! It’s astonishing how often Year 2 children in

| their leavers’ assemblies say that this event was their
most memorable and loved of their entire time in the
school! Our truly tremendous Nursery team work so hard
to prepare for the day including a vast range of exciting
activities. We are so very, very grateful to them. What a
week!

You can read about this incredible week in more detail in the year-group sections of
the newsletter — it has certainly been one to remember!
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Regeneration underpass art competition unveiling event: On Wednesday 9th July, as
part of the regeneration for Stevenage project, schools across Stevenage joined forces
to celebrate the unveiling of the specially designed and decorated underpasses.

During the autumn term, children from The Giles Nursery and Infants’ School entered a
competition for their artwork to be part of a design for the selected Stevenage
underpasses. We were so happy to hear that Livia and Alana, in Penguin class, were
winners out of more than 900 entries.

The regeneration project team invited Mrs Humphrey, Livia and Alana to the unveiling
event. This took place at the Martin’s Way/Hertford Road roundabout underpasses by
The John Henry Newman School on Wednesday 9* July. These are the underpasses
that are below the roundabout with the traffic lights. You are welcome to go and visit
the artwork and celebrate the collaboration of school children across Stevenage.

Happy announcement: It is with the greatest pleasure that I am able to tell you that
our dear Miss Hill had been successfully appointed as Deputy Head. She is due to take
up this position in the autumn when she will be non-class-based but will continue to
lead Year 2 and to support that terrific team. Miss Hill is an outstanding teacher and,
in addition to her deep knowledge of the school, has led us in key areas such as
English, Assessment and Pupil Premium. I am absolutely delighted at the prospect of
working even more closely with her! Well done and congratulations, Miss Hill!

One World Week: Next week is One World Week. If you have knowledge, or
background in, one or more cultures, we would love for you to come in and speak to
the children. We’d love for people to read stories in another language, and then in
English. There will be a wide variety of activities taking place over the week and each
year-group will choose to focus on a different part of the world. This will include
African Dance and Chinese Dragon Movement workshops as well as a special Mosaic
Workshop for our Year 2 pupils as a gift for them and to give them an opportunity to
create a lasting artefact for our school to remember them all.

If you are able to contribute to the richness of this experience in any way, please speak
to your child’s class teacher.

Reception clothing plea: If you have any socks, pants, trousers, skirts or tops that fit
Reception age pupils, please will you donate them to us? We always need spares and
we are running out. Thank you.

Rocksteady Band Lessons: Rocksteady run band lessons in our school once a week. If
your child will be in Year 1 or Year 2 in September, and you would like to book band
lessons for them, please see the information flyers at the end of this newsletter. Please
note, that parents book and pay directly to Rocksteady. Lessons take place normally
on a Wednesday morning. You can also pick up an information leaflet at the office.

Nursery: This week in Nursery, the children have been excitedly counting down the
number of sleeps until Pirate Fun Day. They listened to lots of pirate stories and loved



singing pirate songs with their friends. The children made bunting to decorate the
Nursery, a sign to welcome all pirates and pirate flags.

In physical development, the children enjoyed pretending to walk the plank in the
garden with their friends. They loved taking part in a Cosmic Yoga session and
thoroughly enjoyed an adventure with ‘Popcorn the Dolphin’. Each group was excited
to hold hands together, move up and down and click like a dolphin as they swam to
the smugglers’ cave to find the treasure.

In phonics, the children revisited the letter sounds they have learnt this year. They
confidently shared objects that started with the sounds /s/, /a/, /t/, /p/, /i/, /n/. The
children consolidated their understanding of alliteration and thought of two or more
words that start with the same sound. Well done, Ladybirds!

The children went to visit their Reception classes on Thursday and did incredibly well
adjusting to the changes. They came back happy, excited children and everyone had a
smile on their face.

On Friday, we had a fantastic time at Pirate Fun Day! The children were eager to get
involved with the pirate-themed activities and looked amazing in their pirate costumes.
They all went home with a wonderful collection of art and craft activities, including
treasure maps, medallions, parrots, pirate hats and telescopes. The children sailed the
seven seas in the pirate ship and bravely walked the plank! They decorated and ate a
biscuit and even took some popcorn home too! It was a wonderful day enjoyed by
everyone. Thank you to all the parents for your support. Harper said, ‘I had a lovely
pirate time. Thank you for all the decorating pirate things!’
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Next week, the children will have lots of fun preparing for their summer break and
enjoying time in Nursery with all their friends.

Please can we ask for all library books to be returned. If you are having a summer
clear out, we would be grateful for any donations of school uniform.



Reception: This week, after many practices, the children took part in a fantastic Sports
Day. Harry from Barn Owl class, Sabin from Tawny Owl class and Jaxon from Snowy
Owl class were chosen to carry the Olympic torch. These children were chosen because
throughout the year, they have been good sportspeople, always enthusiastic to learn
new skills, persevered when faced with a challenge and always encouraged their peers
to have a try. All the Reception children were proud of their achievements in each of
the races.

In mathematics, the children used coloured cubes to create and continue repeating
patterns. Some of the children created patterns using three colours, whilst other
children challenged themselves to create a repeating pattern using up to six colours!
The children loved the lesson activity where they created a line of action patterns, for
example, one child did two jumps, the next child clapped their hands twice, the next
child did two hops and the next child ran on the spot. It was great to see the children
choosing what action they would like to do in the pattern.

In understanding the world, the children went outside and used fine brushes to paint a
tree in summer bloom. The children’s seasons books are now complete and will be
passed on to their Year 1 teachers.

The children thoroughly enjoyed making a sandwich and choosing a filling. They were
able to choose from honey, strawberry jam, or cheese spread. The children had to

In understanding the world, the children found out how harvesting wheat has changed
over the years and created a pictorial timeline. They watched a man using a scythe, a
film clip from 1938 of a combine harvester being pulled by at least a dozen horses and
a film of a modern combine harvester cutting the crops and dispensing the wheat into
a tractor trailer. The children loved making scythes made from rolled tubes of card and

pieces of curved card and acted out cutting the crops using their scythes.

This week’s poem is called ‘Combine Harvester’.
The farmer knows when it is time,
To climb aboard the big combine,
And make the blades spin round and round,
To slice through crops above the ground.

With a cloud of dust, a steady thrum,
Like a giant insect’s noisy hum,

It sorts the grain and spits out stalks,
Day and night it goes back and forth.

You’ll see it working when it’s dry,
But if it’s wet don’t even try.



For then it’s silent in the field,
A shiny beast with a mouth of steel.

Next week in literacy, the children will be writing sentences about what actions they
can do in PE. In mathematics, the children will be using small world resources such as
farm animals to discuss where animals are positioned on the farm. The children will
also be listening to the story ‘The Secret Path’ by Nick Butterworth and using wooden
blocks to create mazes for their partner to solve.

In understanding the world, the children will be listening to the story ‘Noah’s Ark’ and
will be using the app ’Sketchbook’ on the iPad to create rainbows. They will also make
a rainbow using a paper plate.

Next week we will be collecting library books in. Please would you make sure any
library books your child has borrowed are in their book bag for us to collect.

Year 1: What a wonderful start to the week we had with the fantastic sportsmanship
of our Year 1 pupils on Sports Day. They cheered on their classmates and the other
classes; they competed with their best efforts and celebrated their own personal
achievements; they walked to and from the field so responsibly, proudly waving
national flags in true Olympic spirit. It was a joy-filled sporting morning and we are
very grateful to Mr Pullin and Mrs Brown for all their organisation.

Congratulations to the Year 1 children who put on a fabulous rock concert with
Rocksteady and their bandmates from Year 2 on Wednesday.

Yesterday was moving-up day. The Year 1 children looked so grown-up walking to
their new Year 2 classrooms and came back full of enthusiasm. We are so proud of
how the children have grown through this year.

In learning, the children have completed their mathematics unit on time. They have
learnt how to read o’clock and half-past times. They can identify the minute hand and
the hour hand. They know that there are 60 minutes in an hour and 60 seconds in a
minute. The children also learnt about the sequence of the days of the week and the
months of the year and enjoyed looking at diaries and calendars to work out dates and
when events are happening. The children have been fascinated researching RNLI
lifeboats. They wrote fact files about all-weather and inshore lifeboats in English. They
were amazed to hear about the work of the RNLI and to see on the website how many
times lifeboats had been launched in the week around the country. In design and
technology, the children have designed a jellyfish mobile that they will make using
textiles next week. They practised their map-making skills in geography by drawing a
plan of our Forest School area. In Forest School, the children worked in teams, using
collaboration and critical thinking to build dens. They had to see if their den could
withstand rain and wind, simulated by the teachers pouring water on them and giving
them a shake.
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Forest School is a truly wonderful experience for the children. If your child has grown
out of their puddle suit, jogging bottoms, long-sleeved t-shirts, or welly boots, please
would you donate them to us so we have spare clothes in reserve for next year’s Year 1
children to use if necessary.

Next week the excitement continues with One World Week. The children will also
write a recount in English all about the seaside history day they experienced recently.
They will make their jellyfish mobiles in design and technology. They will be finding
out about different cultures around the world.

We would be very grateful if next week you could send in a very sturdy large bag with
your child’s name on it. The children have done ever so much learning and will be
bringing home a lot of books at the end of term.

In the meantime we look forward to seeing many of our Year 1 children performing at
Todd in the Hole this Sunday as part of the Community Choirs Set on the main stage
at 11.30. If your child is participating, please ensure they arrive with their
accompanying grown-up at 11am.

Best wishes,
The Year 1 team.

Year 2: It has been an incredibly exciting week in Year 2! The children took part in
some fantastic activities, which began with Sports Day on Tuesday. We are so proud
of all the children for taking part and trying their very best. The children demonstrated
excellent sportsmanship and perseverance, showing the Olympic values. Well done
Year 2!

The children had two transition sessions to Giles Junior School. On Tuesday afternoon,
they visited their new classrooms, asked the current Year 3 children lots of questions
and explored their new playground. On Thursday morning, they spent time with their
new teachers and completed an ‘all about me’ activity.

At the time of writing, all the Year 2 children (and adults!) are incredibly excited about
the trip to Woburn Safari Park on Friday! There will be a full report and photographs
in next week’s newsletter.

In English this week, the children used their story plans to write their own version of
‘The Papaya That Spoke’. In mathematics, they learnt to use the lanquage of position,
such as ‘above, ‘below’ and ‘between’. They also learnt to use the language of
movement, such as ‘forwards’, ‘backwards’, ‘left’ and ‘right’. They also learnt to
describe turns.

Next week is One World Week. The children will take part in two special activities —
an African dance workshop and a commemorative mosaic workshop. The mosaic
workshop is just for the Year 2 children, and they will work together to create a



mosaic for the whole school to enjoy. In class, the children will read the book ‘My
Granny Went to Market’ and learn about some of the countries Granny visits on her
magic carpet.

End of year reports will be sent home next week, and we will send home your child’s
workbooks next Friday. Please send in a couple of sturdy plastic bags as the books are
very heavy.

Looking forward to the final week of term, end of year parties will take place on
Tuesday 22+ July. Children should bring their own party food in a labelled bag,
separate to their packed lunch if they have one. Please remember, we are a nut-free
school so no foods containing nuts are allowed on the premises. Children can wear
party clothes for the day but return to school uniform for the last day of term on
Wednesday 23 July.

Leaver’s Assemblies will take place as follows:

Tuesday 22+ July at 9. 15am - Puffin class with Miss Wright

Tuesday 22+ July at 10.15am — Pelican class with Mrs Trott

Wednesday 23 d July at 9.15am — Penguin class with Miss Hill and Mrs Humphrey
School closes for the summer at Ipm on Wednesday 23 July.

We hope you have a wonderful weekend and look forward to seeing some of you at
the Todd in the Hole Festival on Sunday, where our school choir will perform at
11.30am on the main stage as part of the Community Choirs set. If your child is taking

part, please ensure they arrive with their adult at 11am.

The Year 2 team

CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHY

TROPHY-BEARING CLASS WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK

RED FOX CLASS
98.6%

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE - WELL DONE!!
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Ladybird Freya R for showing good focus and concentration during your group
Nursery Classes |times this week.

Summer for showing fantastic participation during your pirate yoga
session.

Mahum for showing fantastic participation during your pirate yoga
session.

Clara for showing fantastic participation during your pirate yoga
session.




Gracious for having a go at all of your pirate activities this week.

Snowy Owls Snowy Owl class for taking part in a fantastic Sports Day!

Tawny Owls Tawny Owl class for taking part in a fantastic Sports Day!

Barn Owls Barn Owl class for taking part in a fantastic Sports Day!

Red Foxes Francesca for super mathematics talk about the days of the week.
Noah for fantastic progress in reading and comprehension.

Big Cats Luka for helping his friends during a design technology activity.
Kayan for making a wonderful felt jellyfish.

Walker Bears  |Elly for a fabulous fact file in English about lifeboats.
Katy for being a super school councillor for the class this year.
Darcie for great participation in Sports Day.

Pelicans Marliya for working brilliantly as part of a team.
Noah for working brilliantly as part of a team.

Puffins Arlowe for representing our school on Sports Day with your very own
design for an Olympic Torch.
Amelia for trying really hard with your sewing skills.

Penguins Alana for a super discussion during guided reading.

Clark JSor always demonstrating excellent listening and learning.

Eliot for super enthusiasm and trying his best in all activities.

I hope you all have the most wonderful weekend.

Kindest regards,
Rouane Mendel
Headteacher




ARTCLUB

Autumn Term

TOPIC ONE
‘All About Me’

We will explore different
media to create a wooden
name plate, a leaping
shadow portrait and create a
self portrait inspired by
cubism.

TOPIC TWO
‘City and Forest’

Fireworks Night will provide
inspiration for a city-scape
picture while the changing
seasons in nature will be our
starting point for a woodland
landscape. Of course, we will
also get festive!
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Giles Nursery and Wednesdays 315 - 415
Infants

ONLINE BOOKING www.artexplorers.co.uk
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SCHOOL DATES AND EVENTS SUMMER TERM 2 2025

One World Week W/C 14/07/25
FROG Nursery Bedtime Story Monday 14/07/25 6.00 - 6.30
African Dance Workshop Tuesday 15/07/25
Mosaic Workshop Year 2 Thursday 17/07/25
Chinese Dragon Workshop Monday 21/07/25
Puffin Leavers Assembly Tuesday 22/07/25 q.15
Pelican Leavers Assembly Tuesday 22/07/25 10.15
Class parties Tuesday 22/07/25
Penguin Leavers Assembly Wednesday 23/07/25 9.15
Last day — school finishes at 1pm Wednesday 23/07/25

TERM DATES 2024/25

School finishes on Wednesday 23 d July 2025 at 1.00pm

TERM DATES 2025-26

Wednesday 3 September 2025 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Autumn Term: Thursday 4" September 2025 — Friday 19" December 2025
Children return to school on Thursday 4" September 2025
[Half term: Monday 27" October 2025 - Friday 31* October 2025]
Monday 3 November 2025 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED

Children return to school on Tuesday 4* November 2025

School finishes on Friday 19" December 2025 at 1.00pm
[Christmas Holidays: Monday 22" December 2025 — Friday 2 January 2026]
Monday 5" January 2026 — INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Spring Term: Tuesday 6" January 2026 — Friday 27" March 2026
Children return to school on Tuesday 6" January 2026
[Half term: Monday 16" February 2026 — Friday 20" February 2026]

School finishes on Friday 27 March 2026 at 1.00pm



Summer Term: Monday 13" April 2026 - Thursday 23 July 2026
Monday 4" May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 25" May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
[Half term: Monday 25" May 2026 - Friday 29" May 2026]
Monday 1st June 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Children return to school on Tuesday 2** June 2026
Friday 3 July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED

School finishes on Thursday 23 d July 2026 at 1.00pm
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