
   
 
 

THE 
GILES NURSERY 

AND 
INFANTS’ 
SCHOOL 

 
 
 

 
Headteacher: Mrs Rouane Mendel Durham Road, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 4JQ 
Assistant Heads: Miss Lisa Hill and Mrs Tania Dalton Telephone: 01438 359747 
  Email: admin@gilesinfants.herts.sch.uk 

Website: www.gilesnurseryandinfants.co.uk 
18.07.2025 
 

School Aims: our school is a place where we aim to develop: 
► Positive attitudes to learning 
► Creativity and a sense of self-confidence and self-esteem 
► Equality of opportunity, independence, individuality, tolerance, sensitivity and cooperation 
► Good relations, respect for others and the environment 
► A broad and balanced creative curriculum 
► Pupil achievement by providing quality experiences 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
One World Week (which in fact lasts until the end of term!) has so far been the most 
spectacular success.  Staff have worked hard to enable children to extend their learning 
and to experience a wide range of exciting activities from around the world. This week 
children have enjoyed some glorious workshops including African dance in Nursery 
and Years 1 and 2 on Tuesday and mosaic-creation by Year 2 on Thursday. 
Next Monday Reception through to Year 1 will enjoy a Chinese Dragon dance 
workshop. Each year group has explored different countries and children have engaged 
in many other lovely activities which will be outlined in class sections below. 
 
The mosaic created by the Year 2 pupils is of our special, inclusive school logo and it is 
a most spectacular piece of artwork.  The history of our logo is that many years ago I 
worked with an artist, giving my concept of 
what I felt should be included in a school logo 
indicating real equity; the artist put together 
a series of designs and ended with this one.  

 
It feels so special now to have our Year 2 pupils working 
with a mosaic artist today to create this beautiful piece 
of work.  It is a true legacy for our school.  
 
 
 
 

Year 2 special leavers’ assemblies:  Next week, we sadly say goodbye to our current 
Year 2 children, with our wonderful leavers’ assemblies. Families are of course very 
welcome to attend.  
 

• Tuesday 22nd July at 9.15am – Puffin class with Miss Wright 
• Tuesday 22nd July at 10.15am – Pelican class with Mrs Trott 
• Wednesday 23rd July at 9.15am – Penguin class with Miss Hill and Mrs 

Humphrey 
 
Parties on the afternoon of Tuesday 22nd July:  Please see your class teacher or the 
class section below for details on the arrangements for food. These days because of 
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allergies in most classes children are asked to bring their own little pack of party food.  
In Nursery, staff will purchase food. 
 
Children may wear party clothes or their own clothes on Tuesday (but we kindly ask 
that children do not come in dressing up outfits). 
 
Please note that it’s back to school uniform for Wednesday, the last day of this school 
year. 
 
School closes for the summer at 1pm on Wednesday 23rd July. Please note, there will 
be no after school club on this day. 
 
Autumn Term starts Thursday 4th September 
 
Year 2 – Parent View:  We would be so very grateful if you would have the time to go 
to the OFSTED Parent View website. This would be your last gift to our school. We 
will miss you all terribly. There is a link to this on the landing page of our website, or 
you can click on the following link https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/. Parents of 
children in other year groups are also invited to complete this. Very, very many 
thanks. ` 
 
End of Universal Free School Meals for children moving to the Junior School in 
September:  As you are probably aware, this benefit is only available to children of 
infant school age. If you are in receipt of benefits, you will need to apply online at Free 
school meals and other benefits | Hertfordshire County Council for Free School Meal 
status.  
 
After School and Breakfast Clubs: Please be advised that registration for the clubs for 
September 2025 will go live on Thursday 21st August 2025.  
  
Sponsored Spell / Move / Scoot: Thank you so much for your very generous support of 
your children’s efforts during the Sponsored Spell, Sponsored Move and Sponsored 
Scooter Riding. They raised a phenomenal £906.49. This will be used to purchase 
beautiful new resources for the children. 
 
Todd in the Hole: We had an absolutely phenomenal choir at Todd in the Hole last 
Sunday! Our children really did us proud with their wonderful performance on the 
main stage. Please take a look at the video on our website gallery: The Giles Nursery 
and Infants' School - Todd in the Hole Festival 
 
Reception clothing plea: If you have any socks, pants, trousers, skirts or tops that fit 
Reception age pupils, please will you donate them to us? We always need spares and 
we are running out. Thank you. 
 
Year 1 Forest School clothing plea: If you have any jogging bottoms, long-sleeved t-
shirts, rain coats, puddle suits or welly boots that are suitable for Year 1 children we 
would be very grateful to receive them as spare clothing for Forest School. Thank you. 
 
Nursery: This week in Nursery, the children enjoyed looking back at the many stories, 
songs and special moments we’ve shared throughout the year. They revisited some of 
their favourite books and talked excitedly about the characters, pictures and authors 
they’ve come to love. It was heartwarming to hear them remember not just the stories 
but the activities they had done too; they fondly remembered all of the painting, role 
play and imagining sparked by the pages of a book. 
 
The children proudly shared which stories had made them laugh and learn as they 
joined in with repeated refrains. They recalled rhymes and there was a lot of joy as 
they took turns to sing old favourites. ‘I’m a Little Teapot’ was a new addition this 
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week and quickly became a hit! The children sang the rhyme with enthusiasm, joining 
in with the actions with great balance. In expressive art and design, the children 
painted colourful teapots using bright colours, they made teapot stick puppets and 
practised their fine motor skills with themed pencil control sheets. 
 
As part of One World Week, the children took part in an energetic African dance 
workshop. They listened closely to the rhythm of the drums and followed the 

instructor’s lead as they rolled their arms, 
pointed their feet and moved their hands in 
time with the music. Bear smiled and said, 
‘This is fun!’ as they practised moving in 
unison, learning to follow one another and 
keep to the beat. Harper listened carefully and 
commented, ‘I hear drums.’ The children were 
introduced to the Fume Fume dance from 
Ghana and learnt that Ghana is a country in 
Africa. At the end of the workshop Rose 
proudly recalled the country, ‘Ghana,’ while 
Sia remembered the name of the dance, ‘Fume 
Fume’ and Ava G added, ‘Africa!’ After 
building the moves together step by step, they 

finished with a burst of freestyle dancing, clapping and moving freely to the rhythm. 
 
The children were fascinated by the ladybirds flying in the garden this week! This 
inspired us to sing our class ladybird song and explore more ladybird themed 
activities. They made ladybird bookmarks and independent drawings of ladybirds and 
painted their own ladybirds with great attention to detail. Evie was especially gentle 
when one landed on her arm and called out, ‘Look! It’s walking on me!’ as others 
gathered around to take a closer look.  
 
In mathematics, the children continued to explore numbers to five, using subitising 
skills to recognise small amounts without counting. The children revisited their 
knowledge of shapes and confidently identified triangles, squares, rectangles, ovals 
and star shapes. They counted the number of corners and sides on each shape and sang 
their group shape songs proudly. 
 
In phonics, they played a game of ‘I spy’ using initial sounds and name recognition, 
showing growing confidence in phonics as they spotted items beginning with /s/, /a/, 
/t/, /p/, /i/ and /n/.  
 
Next week, the children will be celebrating their final few days in Nursery. We’re 
looking forward to more songs, stories and sunshine in the garden. On Tuesday, the 
children will have a farewell party. There is no need to send in party food as this will 
be provided as a special treat. The children can wear non-uniform. 
 
Reception: This week the children celebrated One World Week and focused on the 
Biblical story of Noah’s Ark. They enjoyed watching a version of this story by Lucy 
Cousins on YouTube (Noah's Ark ). The children were set the challenge of naming the 
animals that went on board Noah’s Ark. It helped them decide which animals would 
go onto their Noah’s Ark to make a class book. The children loved the song ‘The 
animals went in two by two’. They enjoyed choosing a partner and parading around 
the classroom, the corridor and the garden singing the song.  
 
The children found out how a rainbow is formed and drew the colours of a rainbow on 
half a paper plate. They put a sun in the centre and added blue crepe paper to 
represent the rain. When drawing the colours of the rainbow, Evie in Barn Owl class 
said, ‘Wherever you go, the rainbow follows you,’ and Daisy in Barn Owl class said, 
‘When the rain is falling and the sun is shining, the rainbow comes out.’ In a second 
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activity the children used the app ‘Sketchbook’ on the iPads to create a rainbow. They 
used the colour wheel to carefully select the seven colours.  
 
This week’s poem is linked to rainbows and is called ‘I can sing a rainbow’.  
 

Red and yellow and pink and green 
Purple and orange and blue, 
I can sing a rainbow, sing a rainbow, 
Sing a rainbow too. 
Listen with your eyes, 
Listen with your eyes, 
And sing everything you see! 
I can sing a rainbow, sing a rainbow, 
Sing along with me… 
Red and yellow and pink and green 
Purple and orange and blue, 
I can sing a rainbow, sing a rainbow, 
Sing a rainbow too. 

 
In literacy, the children wrote sentences about what they can do. Many were linked to 
PE actions such as star jumps, running and crossing the monkey bars. Some children 
wrote they could read without sounding out words or draw pictures of their friends.  
 
In mathematics, the children used wooden blocks to create mazes for their partner to 
solve. They loved watching the story ‘The Secret Path’ by Nick Butterworth, where 
Percy the Park Keeper and his animals friends get lost in the park maze but are 
rescued by a hedgehog. Each child enjoyed the challenge of taking a small world 
character through their partner’s maze to find a gold coin.  
 

 
The children’s reading books will be collected in on Wednesday morning and new 
books will be allocated in readiness for Year 1. Please remember the children can also 
access Bug Club and Numbots during the summer and this will help them to continue 
to make progress with their reading and their mathematical knowledge.  
 
All the Reception staff hope the children and their families have a wonderful summer 
holiday and wish the children all the best for their year ahead in Year 1.  
 
Year 1: This week has been a really vibrant and exciting discovery of our wonderful 
world. The children had an amazing time in the African dance workshop and enjoyed 
listening and moving to the rhythms of the music. In class they learnt that Africa is a 
continent and that there are many countries and cultures within it. They enjoyed 
seeing some of the diversity of the continent with a CBeebies Go-Jetters presentation 
that looked at wildlife and famous landmarks on the continent. The children enjoyed 
making sunset pictures of savannah wildlife. Jason in Walker Bear Class brought in a 



globe for speaking and listening time and was keen to show the class where the 
continent of Africa is located.  

 
The next day, the Walker Bear children were lucky to travel in their imaginary 
aeroplane to Asia and learn about the country Bangladesh. Thank you to Mrs Rabbani 
for sharing your love for the country and wonderful insights to life, food, housing, 
clothing and wildlife of the region. Everyone was fascinated to hear about how rice 
grows. Aadam was keen to share that he has eaten jack fruit. The children enjoyed 
making flags with you too!  
 
All the Year 1 children turned their attention to 
Australia, to hear about the art work of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. The children 
were fascinated to hear that it is the oldest art 
work in the world, with some examples dating 
back 60,000 years! They were interested to hear 
that art is a way of preserving traditional stories 
known as Dreaming Stories and passing them on 
through the generations. Noah in Walker Bear 
Class was excited to share his knowledge of 
Australia and the musical instrument the 
didgeridoo which he said can be heard many miles 
away. The children painted their own sea turtles in the style of dot art, like some 
indigenous art work of Australia.  
 
Finally, the children have listened to some folk stories of Anansi that are told in West 
Africa and the Caribbean region. There will be more One World Week activities on 
Monday to look forward to! 
 
In other learning, the children learnt about odd and even numbers in mathematics. In 
English they wrote recounts of the seaside history day that they enjoyed recently and 
tried hard to make sure they wrote in the past tense. In design and technology, the 
children made their jellyfish mobiles following the plans they drew last week. They 
had a wonderful time showing off their skills at kick rounders with Mr Pullin. They are 
really beginning to think tactically about how to field and how to score runs. In Forest 
School the children noticed a lot of ladybirds. Many children chose to count ladybirds. 
They were intrigued to see how many they could find and enjoyed looking at them 
closely using the bug pots. On Wednesday they also enjoyed another transition 
afternoon with their new teachers for Year 2. 
 
Reports are coming home with your children today. We hope you find them 
informative and enjoy reading about your children’s progress. We really are hugely 
proud of every single child’s achievements. Please keep sending in big bags for your 
children’s books. We will send the books home next week. As we are collecting all the 



books together now, we are not sending home a reading book this weekend. Please do 
continue to read with your child using Bug Club through the holidays. You can also 
use Numbots to keep up the fast maths! 
 
On Tuesday we have our class parties. Children are invited to come to school in party 
clothes on Tuesday, but not fancy dress, please. Please will you provide your child 
with their own named bag of party food. Please do not include any nut ingredients, as 
they can cause very serious allergic reactions.  
 
Please send your child into school in school uniform on Monday and Wednesday. On 
Wednesday, school will finish at 1pm. 
 
Best wishes, 
The Year 1 team. 
 
Year 2: It has been another fantastic week in Year 2, with the children thoroughly 
enjoying One World Week. In class, the children read the book ‘My Granny Went to 
Market’ by Stella Blackstone. At the start of the story, Granny buys a magic carpet in 
Istanbul. She travels around the world, collecting a variety of interesting objects. The 
children learnt a little about some of the countries Granny visits, including China, 
Thailand, Japan and Australia. They made some beautiful crafts based on the objects 
Granny collects on her travels, including origami cats, paper plate llamas and Chinese 
lanterns. 

  
On Tuesday, the children took part in an African dance workshop. The children were so 
enthusiastic and listened brilliantly to learn a routine in only half an hour. On 
Thursday, the children took part in a very special mosaic workshop, where every child 
in Year 2 contributed to the making of a beautiful mosaic of our school logo. We will 
let you know when this will be unveiled in the autumn term.  

 
 
The children also spent time this week remembering our trip to Woburn Safari Park 
last Friday – and what a fantastic trip it was! It is the first time we’ve organised an 
end of year excursion for the Year 2 children and each one of them helped to make it a 
resounding success. The day started with the road safari, with the children having the 
most amazing view of the animals from the coach. They saw black bears in trees, lions 
lounging in the grass and zebras grazing. The rhinos, giraffes, ostriches and elephants 



all put in an appearance, but sadly the tiger was feeling a little shy and didn’t come 
out to say ‘hello’! Once the coach had parked, the children walked to a shady spot to 
enjoy their lunch, before the classes split up to explore the foot safari. Along the way, 
they saw otters, penguins, sealions, meerkats, lemurs, wallabies and giant tortoises. 
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

  
 

 
The children also took part in a ‘poo in the zoo’ themed workshop, led by the Woburn 
Rangers. The children learnt how to spot whether a poo has been produced by a 
carnivore or a herbivore, and they had the opportunity to touch realistic models of 
different animals’ poo. The children were so engaged, asking lots of questions and 
showing what they have learnt in key stage one about different animals. We were very 
impressed! 
 
The children behaved impeccably throughout the day and coped so well in the heat. 
We are very proud of you, Year 2. Thank you for making it such a special day! 
 
End of year reports were sent home today. We hope you enjoy reading about your 
child’s progress. We would love to receive your comments on the sheet enclosed with 
the report. 
 
Looking forward to the final week of term next week, the children will take part in a 
Chinese Dragon workshop on Monday. End of year parties will take place on Tuesday 
afternoon. Children should bring their own party food in a labelled bag, separate to 
their packed lunch if they have one. Please remember, we are a nut-free school so no 
foods containing nuts are allowed on the premises. Children can wear party clothes for 
the day but return to school uniform for the last day of term on Wednesday 23rd July. 
 
Leaver’s Assemblies will take place as follows: 
 
Tuesday 22nd July at 9.15am – Puffin class with Miss Wright 
Tuesday 22nd July at 10.15am – Pelican class with Mrs Trott 
Wednesday 23rd July at 9.15am – Penguin class with Miss Hill and Mrs Humphrey 
 
School closes for the summer at 1pm on Wednesday 23rd July. 
 
We hope you have the most wonderful weekend. 
The Year 2 team 



 
 

CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHY 

 
TROPHY-BEARING CLASS WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK 

 
PUFFIN CLASS 

96.49% 
 

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE – WELL DONE!! 

 
 

 
STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ladybird Nursery 
Classes 

Bear for amazing dancing during our African dance workshop. 
 
Rose for fabulous recall of facts during our African dance workshop.  
 
Ziyaan for showing us super dance moves during our African dance 
workshop.  
 
Caleb for growing in confidence when taking part in large group 
activities. 
 
Novelle for writing her name independently. 
 
Ava B for identifying the initial sound in her name.  
 
Avlin for amazing dancing throughout our African dance workshop.  
 
Lola for fantastic participation during our African dance workshop.  
 
Tito for showing his brilliant dance moves during our African dance 
workshop.  

Snowy Owl Class Rowan for making a complex maze in mathematics. 
 
Ella Rose for creating a wonderful rainbow on the iPad.  
 
Mina for creating a wonderful rainbow on the iPad.  

Tawny Owl Class Anise for drawing a beautiful rainbow using the Sketchbook app.  
 
Louis for creating a brilliant maze in mathematics.  
 
Teddy for fantastic sounding out when writing an independent 
sentence.  
 
Eliza for creating an amazing rainbow when learning about Noah's 
Ark.  
 
Jamie for lovely letter formation when independently writing.  

Barn Owl Class Bertie for creating a fantastic maze for a partner to solve in 
mathematics. 
 
Albert for creating a fantastic maze for a partner to solve in 
mathematics. 



 
George K for fabulous reading.  
 
Annabelle for creating a beautiful rainbow.  
 
Evie for creating a beautiful rainbow.  
 
Dazi for settling into Barn Owl class so well. 

Reception Value of 
the Month – 
Courage 

Snowy Owl Class: Eshaal, Mya, Isaac-Jay, Roman, Mina and Ellis. 
 
Tawny Owl Class: Mollie, Louis and Amari. 
 
Barn Owl Class: Freya, Marshall and Ayla. 

Big Cat Class Oscar for writing a wonderful recount. 
 
Dev for a fantastic sunset picture. 

Red Fox Class Ivy for painting a beautiful turtle using the dot technique. 
 
Evie for a fantastic independent recount of our Victorian seaside 
workshop. 

Walker Bear Class Neive for making a beautiful dot art sea turtle painting. 
 
Mya-Jae for fantastic independent writing using phonics, full stops and 
capital letters. 
 
Oliver for listening really carefully to our One World Week learning. 

Year 1 Value of the 
Month - Courage 

Big Cat Class: Alice and Noah. 
 
Red Fox Class: George and ChloeElla. 
 
Walker Bear Class: Nancy-Mae, Charlie, Katie, Emilee, Stefan and 
George. 

Pelican Class Fred for fantastic contributions in class. 
 
Casey for being a wonderful help in class. 

Penguin Class Zaina for always being kind and polite. 

Kian Marc for good communication and following instructions. 

Puffin Class All the Puffin children for a fantastic year in Puffin Class. 

Year 2 Value of the 
Month - Courage 

Pelican Class: Betsy and Fred. 
 
Penguin Class: Isabella, George and Isaac. 
 
Puffin Class: Zenny and Ruben. 

 
 
I hope you all have the most wonderful weekend. 
 
Kindest regards, 
Rouane Mendel 
Headteacher 



 

 

 

 



      
SCHOOL DATES AND EVENTS SUMMER TERM 2 2025 

 
Chinese Dragon Workshop   Monday 21/07/25 
 
Puffin Leavers Assembly   Tuesday 22/07/25  9.15 
 
Pelican Leavers Assembly   Tuesday 22/07/25  10.15  
 
Class parties     Tuesday 22/07/25 
 
Penguin Leavers Assembly   Wednesday 23/07/25  9.15  
 
Last day – school finishes at 1pm  Wednesday 23/07/25 

 
 

TERM DATES 2024/25 

School finishes on Wednesday 23rd July 2025 at 1.00pm 
 

TERM DATES 2025-26 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Autumn Term:  Thursday 4th September 2025 – Friday 19th December 2025 
 

Children return to school on Thursday 4th September 2025 
 

[Half term:  Monday 27th October 2025 – Friday 31st October 2025] 
 

Monday 3rd November 2025 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 4th November 2025 
 

Friday 28th November 2025 – OCCASIONAL DAY SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

School finishes on Friday 19th December 2025 at 1.00pm 
 

[Christmas Holidays: Monday 22nd December 2025 – Friday 2nd January 2026] 
 

Monday 5th January 2026 – INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Spring Term:  Tuesday 6th January 2026 – Friday 27th March 2026 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 6th January 2026 
 

[Half term: Monday 16th February 2026 – Friday 20th February 2026] 
 

School finishes on Friday 27th March 2026 at 1.00pm 
 

Summer Term: Monday 13th April 2026 – Thursday 23rd July 2026 
 

Monday 4th May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Monday 25th May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

[Half term:  Monday 25th May 2026 – Friday 29th May 2026] 



 
Monday 1st June 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Children return to school on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 

 
Friday 3rd July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
School finishes on Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 1.00pm 
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