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School Aims: our school is a place where we aim to develop: 

► Positive attitudes to learning 
► Creativity and a sense of self-confidence and self-esteem 
► Equality of opportunity, independence, individuality, tolerance, sensitivity and cooperation 
► Good relations, respect for others and the environment 
► A broad and balanced creative curriculum 
► Pupil achievement by providing quality experiences 
 

‘There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats its children.’ 
Nelson Mandela 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This week we have celebrated Big Write, led inspirationally by Miss Wright. Children 
were absolutely amazed to learn on Monday morning that a number of Aladdin magic 
lamps had mysteriously appeared in my office. Miss Wright filmed me finding these 
magical objects and reacting with astonishment! She went on to film each teacher 
attempting different methods to see if they could unleash the magic in the lamps.  
 
The week started with a fabulous assembly when we shared this film with all the 
children. They were so excited and all week have been coming up with incredible ideas 
of their own. I can’t wait to look at what children have written, and I hope children 
have been speaking to you about this amazing occurrence. If you would like to watch 
the video at home, please follow this link: The Magic Lamps 
 
Throughout the week, the children have completed what for some of them is their first 
attempt at extended writing. We will give you these books to keep when your child 
leaves the Infants’ School and we’re sure you will treasure them. 
 
Stay-and-play Year 1:  Thank you to all the family members who turned up to support 
their children. The children loved having you in and I hope you all enjoyed seeing their 
classroom space and having an opportunity to play with some of the lovely learning 
resources.   
 
Parent/Teacher Consultations:  Reception and Nursery consultations will be held next 
week: 
 
Reception:          Monday 20th October 3.30-5.30pm 
     Tuesday 21st October 3.30-5.30pm 
     Wednesday 22nd October 3.30-5.30pm 
 
Nursery:     Monday 20th October 2.30-5.50pm 
     Tuesday 21st October 2.30-5.50pm 
     Wednesday 22nd October 2.30-5.50pm 
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Timeslots for consultations are displayed in classes for you to select one that is 
convenient. If you do not drop your children in school, please either call the office on 
01438 359747 to ask for a time, or email admin@gilesinfants.herts.sch.uk. We will let 
class teachers know that you’ve been in touch so that they can call you back to 
arrange a time to meet. 
 
Year 2 Autumn Concerts:  Timings are as follows: 
 

Puffin class – Tuesday 21st October at 2.30pm 
Pelican class – Wednesday 22nd October at 2.30pm 
Penguin class – Thursday 23rd October at 2.30pm 

 
FROG Annual General Meeting and Vacancies:  This will take place at 9.00am on 
Tuesday 11th November in the main school staff room – please come to the front office. 
It’s a tremendous group who contributes so much to our school community, to the 
happiness and enjoyment of our children and to the wider life of the school. All those 
who join in contribute what they’re able to – some might only be able to help once a 
year to decorate the children’s Christmas table but anything you can do is appreciated! 
Do come along, meet some new people and find out what it’s all about. 
 
We currently have a vacancy in our FROG (PTA) team for a Chairperson and Co-
Chairperson. If anyone is interested in applying for either of these fun and exciting 
roles, or for more information please contact the main office or email 
gilesfrog@gmail.com. 
 
Prospective Parent Tours:  Applications are 
being accepted for Nursery places to start 
January/September 2026. Applications with 
Hertfordshire County Council for Reception 
places to start September 2026 open on 3rd 
November 2025 and close on 15th January 2026. 
 
Tours of our Nursery and Reception classes 
available by appointment on: Thursday 6th 
November, Tuesday 11th November, Wednesday 
26th November, Tuesday 9th December and Thursday 8th January – 3.45 to 4.30pm – 
please use the QR code to book your tickets or call us on 01438 359747.  
 
Open Evening Thursday 20th November 5.00pm to 6.30pm:  This is a lovely opportunity 
for you to come into school with your children and have a good look round not only 
your child’s current class but also previous classes as well as the year-group your child 
will be in next year. This occasion is a really strong part of transition as the children 
love visiting their previous teachers and key workers – and it’s also a chance for them 
to have a little visit to next year’s classes. You will also be able to have a chat with 
staff and to celebrate all the fantastic work on the walls, and the fabulous learning 
environment. 
 
Volunteer work in school:  We appreciate our volunteers so greatly and it is a role that 
in turn can give those who volunteer in school a lot of happiness. Our children are so 
fantastic and the teaching staff so incredible – it’s an opportunity to make new friends 
and to pick up new skills at the same time as supporting our children’s learning. 
Please speak to me if you are interested in doing some volunteer work in our school. 
Some volunteers also go on to do apprenticeships with us, so if you are interested in 
this, do please speak to me. 
 
Black History Month:  October is Black History Month. Over the next few weeks, the 
children will learn about its importance and find out about significant black figures 
from history and in society today.  
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Bulbs or plant donations:  All the school planters will be sown and re-potted between 
now and half-term. Donations of bulbs, plants or seeds will be gratefully received. 
 
Nursery:  This week, the children have been fascinated to learn all about spiders. They 
looked at non-fiction books about spiders, discussed many facts and watched a 
timelapse video of a spider web being spun. The children learnt about different spiders, 
explored how spiders catch their food and learnt that spiders have eight legs and eight 
eyes. Zadie remembered, “Spiders are arachnids.” 
 

             
 
In understanding the world, the children explored the Nursery garden looking for 
spider webs. They thought about where to look and suggested looking on the walls, 
under the shelter, around the windows and in the bushes. Isla was fascinated to see a 
spider in its web in the garden and commented, “They have hairy bodies.”  
 
Our nursery rhyme this week was ‘Incy Wincy Spider’. The children enjoyed creating 
sparkly spider webs with glitter and handprint spiders. They loved using playdough to 
create 3D spiders and used a range of resources to create legs. The children worked 
well as a group to create a large spider web by carefully throwing a ball of wool to 
each other to make the spider web strands. Incy Wincy Spider then came to balance on 
the web. Well done Ladybirds, fabulous team work! Mason recalled his favourite fact 
about spiders, stating “The big black spider eats birds.”   
 
In phonics, the children played a game of Grandma’s Footsteps. First, they decided 
what movement goes with which sound; for example, shakers for walking on tiptoes, a 
triangle for fairy steps and a drum for giant strides. The children had lots of fun 
identifying the instrument being played and responding with the correct movement. 
 
Next week, the children will learn about Diwali and take part in a range of activities 
to celebrate.  
 
Nursery Parent Consultations will be taking place on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. If you are unable to make your booked time, please speak to a member of 
the Nursery Team.  
 
We hope you all have a wonderful weekend.  
 
Reception:  This week in Big Write, the children enjoyed listening to a story about a 
wolf called Wilfred in ‘The Healthy Wolf’ by David Bedford. They found out Wilfred 
did not look after himself and after many years of not eating healthily, nor looking 
after his teeth, and not doing any exercise, he was a very unhealthy wolf. Wilfred the 
wolf visited the classes and sat in the ‘hot seat’ answering questions from the children. 
When asking Wilfred the wolf a question, Arlo in Snowy Owl class said, “I love this, it 
is so funny!” 
 
For the Big Write activity, the children used phonic mats as means of support to label 
parts of Wilfred the wolf’s body and wrote a caption about him or about ways to be 



healthy. Archie in Barn Owl class wrote a caption stating, ‘the wolf was fed up’ and 
when asked why, Archie replied, “Because he wants to be a healthy wolf.”   
 
This week in phonics, the children have learnt the phonemes ‘h’, ‘b’, ‘f’, ‘ff’, ‘l’, ‘ll’ and 
‘ss’. Please see below the patter the staff use to help the children form the letters 
correctly.  
 
‘h’ – Start at the top and come all the way down, bounce halfway back up, go over, 
down and flick.  
‘b’ – Start at the top, come all the way down, bounce halfway back up and go all the 
way round.  
‘f’ – Make a curve, come all the way down, curve to the left. Lift and cross.  
‘l’ – Start at the top, come all the way down and flick. 
 
This week’s poem is ‘How many people live in your house?’ 
 

How many people live in your house? 
How many people live in your house? 
One, my mother, two, my father, 
Three, my sister, four, my brother. 
There’s one more, now let me see,  
Oh yes, of course, it must be me! 
How many people live in your house? 
How many people live in your house? 
 

In mathematics, the children enjoyed playing a game where they had to represent up 
to three actions using counters. For example, if a child clapped twice, the other 
children had to place two counters on a five-frame board.  
 

    
 

Please see below some of the children’s ‘Three Little Pig’ scenes now their grass in the 
garden has grown. The children are so immensely proud and were so excited when they 
were told they could take these home at the end of the school day.  
 

    
 
Next week is Science Week in Reception and the focus is ‘Healthy Living’. The children 
will participate in a range of activities to find out how to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
They will listen to the story ‘Ready, Steady, Mo!’ by the athlete Mo Farah and 
participate in some fun and energetic activities in PE to discover the importance of 
exercise.  
 



The children will answer questions by the character ‘Supersoap’ when reading a story 
about the importance of washing hands. They will find out why they should clean their 
teeth twice a day and about the importance of having a healthy diet. One of the 
activities linked to healthy diet will be to taste a selection of fruit and vegetables. The 
children will act out a bedtime routine using dolls, making sure they have cleaned their 
teeth, and each will read a bedtime story to a doll. They will participate in activities to 
relax their bodies through meditation and mindfulness.  
 
Now the colder weather is approaching, your child will be wearing a coat to school 
every day. Please encourage your child to put their coat on by themselves and show 
them how to do the zip up. Each class has a star chart encouraging the children to put 
their coats on and do their coat zip up independently.  
 
Reception Parent Consultations will be taking place on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. We look forward to seeing you then.  
 
Year 1:  This week has been Big Write and what a wondrous week it has been. On 
Monday, the children were amazed that a special assembly had to take place. They 
saw a video explaining that a lot of magic lamps had arrived in school and showing 
the teachers trying to make the lamps work. Maxi in Walker Bear class said, “You 
have to rub it!” If you would like to watch the video at home, please follow this link: 
The Magic Lamps 
 
When the children got back to class, they found a lamp had appeared in their 
classrooms. Eliza excitedly cried, “I can’t believe we have one!” The Year 1 children 
designed their own lamps and thought of adjectives to describe them. Some children 
challenged themselves to use the ‘power of three’ by thinking of three words to 
describe their lamps. Towards the end of the week, the children were given special 
paper and asked to write about their lamp. The results are fabulous! Well done Year 1! 
 

          
Our Book of the Week was ‘Beautiful Oops!’ by Barney Saltzberg. If you would like to 
listen to the story, please click on the link to hear a sung version: Beautiful Oops!  
 
In mathematics, the children continued to learn about addition. They practised writing 
addition sentences using the symbols for ‘add’ and ‘equals’. They learnt about fact 
families such as:  

2 + 3 = 5  
3 + 2 = 5  
5 = 3 + 2  
5 = 2 + 3 

 
Science was very exciting this week. The children explored the sense of taste. First, 
they listened to the story ‘Oliver’s Fruit Salad’ by Vivian French. Then they tasted a 
range of fruits. They described the tastes using words such as ‘sweet’, ‘bitter’ and 
‘sour’. They collected data to show how many children liked each fruit and their class 
teachers demonstrated how to use a chart to display the results. The children thought 
about their personal favourites and designed a fruit kebab. 
 
In computing, the children enjoyed surveying each other to find out answers to the 
questions, ‘How do you get to school?’, ‘What is your favourite colour?’ and ‘What is 

https://youtu.be/s9swlL2EAcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fZjMYdQjGM


your favourite animal?’ They used 2Count in Purple Mash to create charts to represent 
the data that they collected. They learnt why collecting data can be beneficial and 
ways it can be displayed.   
 
The children were fascinated to learn about the Jewish festival of Sukkot in RE. They 
made a picture of a sukkah and listened carefully to the story ‘Sammy Spider’s First 
Sukkot’ by Sylvia A. Rouss.  
 
Next week, the children will make and eat a fruit kebab based on the fruit tasting this 
week and their own design. English next week will be talk-based. The children will 
research some significant Black people in history as part of Black History Month. They 
will then work in teams to present information to the class. In mathematics, the 
children will learn about number bonds within and to ten. In RE, the children will learn 
about special books, with special focus on the Torah.  
 
Please will you return your child’s homework book by Wednesday 22nd October. We 
look forward to seeing your beautiful home-learning activities.  
 
You should have received a letter about Forest School, which will start the second 
week after the half term holiday. Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you have 
any questions. 
 
We wish you a relaxing weekend. 
 
Year 2:  It has been a very exciting week in Year 2, following the delivery of some 
dusty, cobweb covered magic lamps. The children were invited to a special assembly 
where they were shown a video of the lamps appearing in Mrs Mendel’s office, 
followed by the teachers trying different ways to make the genies in the lamps appear 
to grant wishes. If you would like to watch the video at home, please follow this link: 
The Magic Lamps 
 

                   
 
When the children went back to their classrooms, they discovered a lamp had been 
delivered to them, along with a letter asking for their help to get the genie out of the 
lamp. Luca in Pelican class exclaimed, “I think we better go outside before the lamp 
explodes!” The children designed their own lamp and thought what they would ask for, 
if they were to have a wish granted. Evie in Puffin class suggested, “Miss Hill would 
wish to be a famous dancer!” 
 
The children then used their recent learning to write a set of instructions explaining 
how they would get the lamp to work. Mauro in Penguin class suggested creeping up 
on the lamp and giving it some food, before giving it a kiss! All the children did an 
excellent job for their first Big Write piece of Year 2. Well done! 
 
In mathematics, the children started a new unit focusing on addition and subtraction. 
They revised the bonds to ten, which they learnt in Year 1, and explored addition and 
subtraction bonds within 20, learning strategies to work them out quickly. 
 
Throughout Year 2, the children practise counting in twos, fives, tens and threes. This 
is an introduction to learning about multiplication and times tables. If you would like 
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to support your child at home, you can practise skip counting to learn the numbers 
that appear in each times table, as follows: 
 
Count in twos: 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 
Count in fives: 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 
Count in tens: 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
Count in threes: 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 

 
In computing, the children learnt about the function of buttons in a program. In design 
technology, they learnt how to cut and chop vegetables safely and had a try using 
wooden lollipop sticks and playdough. 
   
Next week, the children will learn about onomatopoeia as they write poems about rainy 
weather. In mathematics, the children will continue to learn about addition and 
subtraction, focusing on the bonds to 100. They will make the healthy salads that they 
designed last week and record the results of their science investigation exploring the 
effect of different liquids on teeth. 
 
The children will also finish preparing for the Year 2 class concerts, which will take place 
as follows: 
 

Puffin class – Tuesday 21st October at 2.30pm 
Pelican class – Wednesday 22nd October at 2.30pm 
Penguin class – Thursday 23rd October at 2.30pm 

 
Please may we remind you that the Year 2 trip to Mountfitchet Castle is taking place 
on Wednesday 5th November. Please log on to Arbor to give consent for your child to 
attend and make payment, if you haven’t done so already. 
 
We hope you have a wonderful weekend and look forward to seeing you for the concerts. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
Rouane Mendel 
Headteacher 

 
 

CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHIES 
TROPHY-BEARING CLASSES WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK 

 
Reception 

 
Barn Owls – 96.6% 

Key stage one 
 

Puffins – 97.3% 
 

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE – WELL DONE! 

 
 

 
STARS OF THE WEEK 

 
Ladybirds Class Rihannah A for showing so much interest in our learning about spiders 

this week. 
 
Reggie B for developing his independence skills this week. 
 



Betsy B for fantastic participation during group time. 
 
Mollie F for being such a kind friend in Ladybird Class. 
 

Snowy Owl Class Kaitlin for being able to represent one, two and three independently. 
 
Reuben for beginning to take turn with his peers in a game. 
 

Tawny Owl Class Haadi for fantastic independent writing about Wilfred the Wolf. 
 
Oscar for incredible hot seating as Wilfred the Wolf.  
 

Barn Owl Class Aiden for lovely segmenting and blending when writing.  
 
Macy for super segmenting and blending when reading. 
 

Big Cat Class Bear for a creating a wonderful sukkah in RE. 
 
Autumn for writing a wonderful caption about the magical lamp. 
 

Red Fox Class Marshall for using super adjectives to describe the beautiful lamp. 
 
Vincent for working hard in mathematics, using number sentences and 
part whole models to add. 
 

Walker Bear Class Elsie for concentrating really hard to design a beautiful magic lamp. 
 
Louis for always working hard to spell words in phonics. 
 

Pelican Class Lylac-Mai for writing a brilliant set of instructions as part of Big Write. 
 
Darcie for trying hard with her handwriting and writing such a 
thoughtful wish.  
 

Penguin Class Kayan for always beings such a kind and thoughtful friend.  
 
Sumayyah for always trying so hard in everything that she does.  
 

Puffin Class Amelia for designing a superb magic lamp in English. 
 
James for always working hard and taking care of his presentation. 
 

 

  



AUTUMN TERM 

 

Event New Date Time 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH OCTOBER  

BIG WRITE WEEK  

 

W/C 13/10/25  

Stay and Play Year 1 Tuesday 14/10/25 2.50pm-3.10pm 

Diwali assembly and activities 

in class 

Monday 20/10/25  

Parent Consultations – 

Reception 

Monday 20/10/25 3.30pm-5.30pm 

Parent Consultations – Nursery Monday 20/10/25 2.30pm-5.50pm 

Parent Consultations – Orca  Tuesday 21/10/25 1.30pm-3.00pm 

5.00pm-5.30pm 

Parent Consultations – 

Reception 

Tuesday 21/10/25 3.30pm-5.30pm 

Parents Consultations – Nursery Tuesday 21/10/25 2.30pm-5.50pm 

Autumn Concert – Puffins Tuesday 21/10/2025 2.30pm 

Autumn Concert – Pelicans Wednesday 22/10/25 2.30pm 

Parent Consultations – 

Reception 

Wednesday 22/10/25 3.30pm-5.30pm 

Parent Consultations – Nursery Wednesday 22/10/25 2.30pm-5.50pm 

Autumn Concert – Penguins Thursday 23/10/25 2.30pm 

HALF TERM  27/10/25 to 31/10/25  

INSET DAY SCHOOL 

CLOSED 

Monday 03/11/25  

Guru Nanak birthday (Sikh) 

assembly in class- children only 

Wednesday 05/11/25  

Year 2 Trip to Mountfitchet 

Castle  

Wednesday 05/11/25  

Safari Stu visit – Year 1  Thursday 06/11/25   

Reception and Nursery Tour Thursday 06/11/25 3.45pm-4.30pm 

Stay and Read begins – 

Reception 

Friday 07/11/25 8.45am 

INCo Coffee Morning Tuesday 11/11/25 8.50am-9.30am 

Remembrance Assembly - Tuesday 11/11/25  

Aladdin Pantomime – Year 1 

and 2 

Tuesday 11/11/25 2.00pm (1.00pm arrival) 

Reception and Nursery Tour Tuesday 11/11/25 3.45pm-4.30pm 

Stay and Play begins – Nursery Thursday 13/11/25 8.30am-9.20am 

Non-Uniform Day – Tombola 

Donation £1 

Friday 14/11/25  

Bridge Builders Advent 

Assembly – In school children 

only  

 

Tuesday 18/11/25  

Individual Photographs – Kittle Thursday 20/11/25 8.00am  

Open Evening Thursday 20/11/25 5.00pm-6.30pm 

Flu Vaccinations Monday 24/11/25 8.30am-1.00pm 

Christmas Festival Journey Year 

2 – Puffins 

Tuesday 25/11/25 9.30-11.00 

Christmas Festival Journey Year 

2 – Pelicans 

Wednesday 26/11/25 1.00-2.30 

Reception and Nursery Tour Wednesday 26/11/25 3.45pm-4.30pm 

Christmas Festival Journey Year 

2 – Penguins 

Thursday 27/11/25 9.30-11.00 



Year 1 History of Toys 

Workshop 

Thursday 27/11/25  

OCCASIONAL DAY Friday 28/11/25  

Advent (Christian) assembly in 

class- children only. 

Monday 01/12/25   

Reception Christmas Concert – 

Barn Owls 

Tuesday 02/12/25 9.15am 

Reception Christmas Concert –  

Snowy Owls 

Thursday 04/12/25 9.15am 

Reception Christmas Concert – 

Tawny Owls 

Friday 05/12/25 9.15am 

Year 1 Nativity in Church Tuesday 09/12/25  

Reception and Nursery Tour Tuesday 09/12/25 3.45pm-4.30pm 

Rocksteady Concert Wednesday 10/12/25 9.30am 

Christmas Concert – Year 2  Thursday 11/12/25 9.30am 

 

Christmas Concert – Year 2  Thursday 11/12/25 6.00pm 

Nursery Christmas Concert Thursday 11/12/25 11.00am 

Nursery Christmas Concert  Thursday 11/12/25 2.30pm 

Hanukkah (Jewish) assembly in 

class 

Sunday 14/12/25 – Monday 

22/12/25 

 

Orca Christmas Celebration Tuesday 16/12/25 1.00pm 

Christmas dinner  Wednesday 17/12/25  

Afternoon Christmas parties Thursday 18/12/25  

Nursery closed in the morning Thursday 18/12/25 NURSERY CLOSED AM 

Nursery Christmas party Thursday 18/12/25 12.00pm-3.10pm 

END OF TERM Friday 19/12/25 School closes 1.00pm 

   

  



WANTED! 
                        

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL 
 

 
We are urgently looking for someone who would be interested in becoming the School 

Crossing Patrol at  
 
 

The Giles School (Afternoons only) 
 

THE PAY IS £12.66 PER HOUR 
(excluding enhancements) 

Job Share Considered 
 

if you are or you know anyone who is interested and would like further information please 
contact 

Joanne Morris on 01992 556803 
 

Hertfordshire County Council, Active and Safer Travel Team, 
Farnham House, Six Hills Way, Stevenage SG1 2ST  

scp.enquiries@hertfordshire.gov.uk  Sept  2025 
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TERM DATES 2025-26 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Autumn Term:  Thursday 4th September 2025 – Friday 19th December 2025 
 

Children return to school on Thursday 4th September 2025 
 

[Half term:  Monday 27th October 2025 – Friday 31st October 2025] 
 

Monday 3rd November 2025 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 4th November 2025 
 

Friday 28th November 2025 – OCCASIONAL DAY SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

School finishes on Friday 19th December 2025 at 1.00pm 
 

[Christmas Holidays: Monday 22nd December 2025 – Friday 2nd January 2026] 
 

Monday 5th January 2026 – INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Spring Term:  Tuesday 6th January 2026 – Friday 27th March 2026 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 6th January 2026 
 

[Half term: Monday 16th February 2026 – Friday 20th February 2026] 
 

School finishes on Friday 27th March 2026 at 1.00pm 
 

Summer Term: Monday 13th April 2026 – Thursday 23rd July 2026 
 

Monday 4th May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Monday 25th May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

[Half term:  Monday 25th May 2026 – Friday 29th May 2026] 
 

Monday 1st June 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 
 

Friday 3rd July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

School finishes on Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 1.00pm 
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