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School Aims: our school is a place where we aim to develop:
» Positive attitudes to learning
» Creativity and a sense of self-confidence and self-esteem
» Equality of opportunity, independence, individuality, tolerance, sensitivity and cooperation
» Good relations, respect for others and the environment
» A broad and balanced creative curriculum
» Pupil achievement by providing quality experiences

‘There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats its children.’
Nelson Mandela

Dear Parents/Carers,

It has been another terrific week in school, despite the changing weather. Children
have been dressed warmly and are enjoying the seasonal change. Reception classes
had a wonderful time with Stevenage Sporting Futures on Tuesday having a special
workshop and children looked so beautiful yesterday ready for their photos.

Next week is another busy, exciting time as Year 2 experiences a Christmas Journey
event and Year 1 has a full-on day at their History of Toys workshop.

Open evening: Thank you so much to all who attended. The school looked jaw-
droppingly fantastic, as it always does. Lots of families visited who are looking for
Nursery and Reception places next year and the feedback was terrific both from
newcomers and from all of you — thank you so much for your kindness. It is deeply
appreciated. Some comments included:

o Great opportunity to see my child’s classroom and have a chat with the
teacher.

e My daughter loves the school. She has progressed so well with her
reading. Staff are very friendly

o It looks very nice and lovely. The teachers are very warm and
helpful. We are starting in January in this lovely nursery!

o Ilove Giles!

Thank you all for your generosity and recognition — I can’t tell you how much, overall
and in every way, your support means. We all feel deeply privileged and honoured at
this school to have such warm relationships with our families. The positive impact this
good relationship has on our children is profound and so important it can hardly be
measured.

Occasional Day: Do remember next Friday 28" November is our annual Occasional
Day and the school is closed for the day.
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Iliness and attendance: It’s the time of year when sniffles, coughs and colds are doing
the rounds. Colder weather and dark evenings can leave us all feeling under the
weather, but these minor ailments can usually be treated with children’s paracetamol.
Unless your child has a fever, we recommend bringing your child to school, as they
often brighten up during the day. School staff are happy to administer medicine if
needed and will always contact you if we believe your child is too unwell to be in
school. Thank you for your support to ensure your child is attending school as much as
possible.

FROG Clothing pick-up: This might be the time to clear out your cupboards ready for
Christmas! If you have unwanted clothes, please bring them into school on Wednesday
3 December ready for them to be collected at 9.15am. Clothes can be in plastic bags
please. We do make a surprisingly large amount of money for the school from clothing
collections so thank you to anyone who’s able to have a good clear out!

Stevenage Christmas Light Switch On: This will take place this Saturday 22+
November from 12.00-5.30pm at Event Island in Stevenage Town Centre.

Stevenage Old Town Christmas Lights Switch On: Next Saturday 29* November, you
may like to go to Stevenage Old Town Bowling Green for the Old Town Christmas
Lights Switch On. From 5.00-6.00pm, there will be heartwarming carols and choir
singers, plus special appearances by Boro Bear and Santa Claus himself! The big
countdown to light up the Old Town with beautiful Christmas lights will be at 6.00pm.
There will also be refreshments outside Springfield House to keep you warm and
merry.

Children in Need: Thank you for your donations from our non-uniform day last Friday.
We are finalising the total amount raised and will let you know next week.

Flu Vaccinations: These are scheduled for Monday 24" November. If you do not
consent for your child to have the vaccination, please use the link to inform the NHS:
https://eastanglia.schoolvaccination. uk/flu/2024/hertfordshire

Prospective Parent Tours: Applications are
being accepted for Nursery places to start
January/September 2026. Applications with
Hertfordshire County Council for Reception
places to start September 2026 open on 3" 4
November 2025 and close on 15" January 2026.

Tours of our Nursery and Reception classes
available by appointment on: Wednesday 26™
November, Tuesday 9th December and Thursday
8th January — 3.45 to 4.30pm — please use the QR code to book your tickets or call us
on 01438 359747.

Volunteer work in school: We appreciate our volunteers so greatly and it is a role that
in turn can give those who volunteer in school a lot of happiness. Our children are so
fantastic and the teaching staff so incredible — it’s an opportunity to make new friends
and to pick up new skills at the same time as supporting our children’s learning.
Please speak to me if you are interested in doing some volunteer work in our school.
Some volunteers also go on to do apprenticeships with us, so if you are interested in
this, do please speak to me.

Nursery: This week, the children thoroughly enjoyed hearing and retelling the story
‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?’ by Bill Martin Jr. They learnt the order
of the animals in the story and enthusiastically joined in using Makaton signs. The
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children learnt the Makaton signs for ‘bear’, ‘bird’, ‘duck’, ‘horse’, ‘frog’, ‘cat’, ‘dog’,
‘sheep’, ‘goldfish’, ‘teacher’ and ‘children’.

The children had a fantastic time creating a painting of a brown bear using a range of
mark making tools, including brushes, sponges and forks. They added one nose, two
ears and two eyes. Each bear looks wonderful and unique, and they are proudly
displayed in Ladybird Class.

The children were fascinated to learn about bears from around the world. They learnt
facts about brown bears, sun bears, sloth bears, giant panda bears, polar bears and
spectacled bears. The children were amazed to learn that sun bears have a long tongue
to reach honey, and black bears have sharp claws. Isaac L recalled, “Black bears are
good at climbing.” Gabriella remembered, “Polar bears have really sharp claws.”
Isabella added, “Bears eat fish and meat.”

In mathematics, the children practised using the vocabulary ffirst’, ‘second’, ‘next’ and
‘last’ to describe the order of the animals in the story ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear. What
Do You See?’. They focused on the numbers three and four, learning to say the
following rhymes as they used their finger to write the number.

‘Around the tree, around the tree. Now I've made the number three.’
‘Down and across, and down once more, now I've made the number four.’

In preparation for the celebrations next week, the children have loved exploring the
‘Teddy’s party’ role play. Betsy G said, “Teddy’s had the best party ever!” Next week,
we will be celebrating Teddy’s 4th birthday. The children can wear party clothes for
Teddy’s party on Thursday 28" November and will be preparing and eating jam and
marmalade sandwiches. Please let us know if your child has any allergies.

As part of our celebration for Teddy we will also be joined by a familiar bear -
Paddington! The children will be joining Paddington on a tour of London and all its
Jamous landmarks. The children are welcome to bring in a special bear or teddy to
show and tell from Tuesday onwards. These will be kept in a special place until home
time.

The Nursery Christmas Party takes places on Thursday 18" December. The Nursery
will be closed in the morning to prepare for lots of fun. All children should arrive in
their party clothes at 12.30pm for an afternoon of Christmas fun. We have an
entertainer planned and a surprise visitor.

Reception: In mathematics this week, the children focused on numbers to five. They
imagined they were at a birthday party and had to match a number of candles to a
numeral. Great fun was had by all the children as they made birthday cakes from



playdough and carefully counted out the candles. When Murray in Barn Owl class had
finished the activity, he exclaimed, “Every single day in school is magic!”

In expressive arts and design, the children looked at paintings by the American artist,
Al Agnew and used their observational skills to paint the most fantastic pictures of
wolves. They looked very carefully at the structure of the wolf’s face, the direction of
how the wolf’s fur grew and colours of the wolf’s fur. The children enjoyed mixing
colours needed for their painting. The children will be showing their wolf paintings at
the forthcoming class assemblies at the beginning of December.

This week’s poem is a traditional nursery rhyme ‘Old Mother Hubbard’.

Old Mother Hubbard

Went to the cupboard,

To get her poor dog a bone.
But when she got there

The cupboard was bare,

And so, the poor dog had none.

This week in phonics, the children have learnt the phonemes: ‘sh’, unvoiced ‘th’, voiced
‘th’ and ‘ng’. Please see below the patter the staff use to help the children form the
letters correctly.

‘sh’ — Make a curve, slope, make a curve back again. Lift. Start at the top, come all the
way down, bounce half-way back up, go over, down and flick.

‘th’ — Start at the top, come all the way down and curve, lift and cross. Lift. Start at
the top, come all the way down, bounce half-way back up, go over, down and flick.

‘ng’ — Start at the top, come down, bounce back up, go over, down and flick. Lift.
Make a curve, go up to the top, come all the way down and curve to the left.

This month, the Musician of the Month is Sergei Prokofiev. The children have been
watching a video of the orchestra playing the story of ‘Peter and the Wolf. They have
identified the musical instruments which are used to portray the characters, and
listened to a section of the story each day.

On Tuesday, Sporting Futures visited Reception to lead a PE session for each class. The
theme this year was ‘Wild about Nature’. The children enjoyed pretending to be a
range of woodland animals creating their movements. For example, when pretending
to be a grass snake, the children slid around on the floor, hissing if another snake
came too close to them.



Next week in understanding the world and literacy, the children will find out facts
about wolves and use a variety of natural resources to create different environments
that wolves live in around the world. In mathematics, the children will partition a
number and find out how many ways they can make five.

Year 1: It was truly wonderful to see so many families coming in to
see the Year 1 learning on Open Evening this week. We are
tremendously proud of the children’s achievements, and it really
made us smile to watch the children showing off their classrooms to
their families. We hope you enjoyed looking around the other year
groups too.

The sun shone for Forest School this week,
with the leaves glowing golden and the
ground less muddy. The children enjoyed using the hammock
for quiet reflection time, making hedgehog dens and observing
the differences in the environment from last week. They are
becoming very responsible when carrying large sticks, making
sure they find two friends to carry a stick with them if it is
bigger than an adult. Great teamwork Year 1!

This week, the children began to learn the Christmas songs that they will sing for our
Christmas at Church celebration. Please look out for a message about this special trip.
We would love as many parents and carers to join us as possible.

In science, the children learnt about the key features of reptiles and identified animals
that are reptiles. In art and design, they experimented with placing primary and
secondary colours next to each other to see how they interact. They mixed the paint to
make secondary colours. They learnt that some combinations, such as blue and orange,
can make the colours seem brighter, whilst blue and green next to each other can be
calming to look at. In PSHCE, the children discussed ways to show kindness to each
other and thought of catchy phrases to communicate them.

The children continued to research hedgehog facts in English. They learnt to find the
answer to a question and record the keywords on a spider diagram. They practised
writing a sentence using the keywords, remembering to use finger spaces and full
stops. Some children challenged themselves to use ‘and’ to include two answers in one
sentence; for example, ‘Hedgehogs eat slugs and snails.’ In mathematics, the children
practised subtraction by crossing out to find the difference, writing subtraction
sentences, telling subtraction stories, and starting to use a number line.

Next week in English, the children will finish their hedgehog fact files. They will review
their learning about addition and subtraction in mathematics. Year 1 also have a most
wonderful history workshop on Thursday all about toys! Next Friday school will be
closed. We hope you will enjoy the long weekend.



There is a new homework sheet all about toys. Please return your child’s homework by
Wednesday 3 4 December. We love seeing the beautiful activities you do with your
children/

Year 2: It has been a lovely week in Year 2. The children have really enjoyed starting
our new unit of work in English, which focuses on the ‘Katie Morag’ stories by Maire
Hedderwick. They are really engaged with the stories and have been watching the
‘Katie Morag’ television series, which is available on BBC iPlayer. The series helps the
children to visualise island life and consider how it differs from life in Stevenage,
which links to their work in geography.

In mathematics, the children continued to learn about addition and subtraction. They
learnt some different strategies to solve addition and subtraction problems, focusing
on adding to the next ten, adding across a ten and subtracting across a ten. These
strategies rely on children’s knowledge of the bonds to ten (pairs of numbers to ten)
and builds on their work last week, when they learnt how to ‘look for ten’.

An example of adding to the next ten: An example of adding across a ten:
Rosie is adding to the next 10 Sam uses bonds to 10 to complete the
calculation.
82+ 8 =90
T will use 2 + 8 = 10 to help
me find the missing number.
Rosie
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An example of subtracting across a ten:

16-7=
2 16 -6 =10
L e 10-1=9
6 ) 1)
o I can partition 7 into 6 and 1
Amir

»—4—;—4—|—¢—|—;—¢—Q®—&—|—4—¢—>

012345678 91011121314151?181920

In geography this week, the children revised the countries and capital cities of the
United Kingdom and learnt some of the key human and physical features of England.
In RE, they recalled the Christian creation story and how Christians believe the world
was created by God. In PSHCE, the children discussed assumptions we make about
boys and girls, such as ‘boys like football’ or ‘girls like pink’. The children worked in
girl/boy pairs to discover the similarities between them and how we cannot assume
someone will like something based on their gender.

In art and design, the children learnt about pointillism and had a go at creating
secondary colours using the technique. They also looked at the work of Georges
Seurat, a French artist who devised the pointillist technique of painting. In history, the
children learnt the key features of a castle and in science, they began a new unit of
learning about electricity and climate change. They shared what they already know
about the topic and what they would like to find out.

Next week, the children will continue to look at the ‘Katie Morag’ stories by Maire
Hedderwick. They will learn how to use the possessive apostrophe and use the



conjunction ‘and’ to join two sentences. In mathematics, they will continue to learn
different strategies for addition and subtraction. In geography, the children will learn
about the physical and human features of Northern Ireland and in RE, they will learn
how the Buddhist faith promotes animal welfare through stories. In PSHCE, the
children will look at how we are all unique and why it is important to celebrate
differences.

Next week, each class will visit St Nicholas Church to take part in the Festive Journey,
which forms part of our Religious Education curriculum. The children will walk to the
church. Please can we ask you to ensure your child is dressed warmly and wearing
appropriate footwear for the walk to and from the church.

e  Puffin class will attend on Tuesday 25" November with Miss Wright. They will
depart school at 9.00am and return at approximately 11.30am.

e Pelican class will attend on Wednesday 26" November with Mrs Humphrey and
Miss O’Regan. They will depart school at 12.30pm and return at approximately
3.00pm.

e Penguin class will attend on Thursday 27" November with Mrs Peace. They will
depart school at 9.00am and return at approximately 11.30am.

We need volunteers to help us walk the children to and from the church and stay with a
group whilst we are there. If you are able to volunteer, please let your child’s class
teacher know.

We hope you have the most wonderful weekend.

Kindest regards,

Rouane Mendel
Headteacher

CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHIES
TROPHY-BEARING CLASSES WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK

Reception Key stage one

Barn Owls Woalker Bears
98.3% 99.3%

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE - WELL DONE!

N—

STARS OF THE WEEK

Ladybirds Class Winnie for great number recognition.
James for fabulous listening during story times.
Lolo for amazing singing of our nursery rhymes.

Marli-Grace for brilliant imaginative play in Teddy’s role play.

Snowy Owl Class |Ava-Mae for being able to write her name.




Raahi for being able to match a number of objects to a numeral.

Tawny Owl Class

Jana for fantastic recognition of the numbers four and five.

Evelyn for brilliant practising of the songs for our class assembly.

Barn Owl Class

Rose for brilliant matching of a number to an amount when putting
candles on a birthday cake.

Myles for super observational skills when painting a wolf.

Big Cat Class

Alex for writing a wonderful sentence about hedgehogs.

Roman for trying his best with all his learning.

Red Fox Class Freya for fantastic participation in PE during our yoga class.
Gracie for super mathematics writing fact families.
Walker Bear Class |Mollie for working really hard to be ready for learning.

Cody Jfor always contributing his ideas to help us all learn.

Mia for always stepping up to a new challenge.

Pelican Class

Nancy for fantastic English learning using an apostrophe to show
possession.

Ayla-Kaye for always volunteering to help tidy the classroom.

Penguin Class

Olaf “for fantastic mathematics work and not giving up.

Muna for always offering to help others.

Puffin Class

Layla for always demonstrating a positive attitude to learning.

Zunairah for creating a detailed map of the Isle of Struay in English.

AUTUMN TERM

Event New Date Time

Flu Vaccinations Monday 24/11/25 8.30am-1.00pm
Christmas Festival Journey Year | Tuesday 25/11/25 9.30-11.00

2 — Puffins

Christmas Festival Journey Year | Wednesday 26/11/25 1.00-2.30

2 — Pelicans

Reception and Nursery Tour Wednesday 26/11/25 3.45pm-4.30pm
Christmas Festival Journey Year | Thursday 27/11/25 9.30-11.00

2 — Penguins

Year 1 History of Toys Thursday 27/11/25

Workshop

OCCASIONAL DAY Friday 28/11/25 SCHOOL CLOSED
Advent (Christian) Assembly — | Monday 01/12/25

children only




Reception Christmas Concert — | Tuesday 02/12/25 9.15am

Barn Owils

FROG Christmas Fete Tuesday 02/12/25 3.15-4.15pm

FROG clothing pick up Wednesday 03/12/25 Drop off before 9.15 am,
outside the dining room

Reception Christmas Concert — | Thursday 04/12/25 9.15am

Snowy Owls

Reception Christmas Concert — | Friday 05/12/25 9.15am

Tawny Owls

Year 1 Nativity in Church Tuesday 09/12/25

Reception and Nursery Tour Tuesday 09/12/25 3.45pm-4.30pm

Rocksteady Concert — by Wednesday 10/12/25 9.30am

invitation only

Christmas Concert — Year 2 Thursday 11/12/25 9.30am

Christmas Concert — Year 2 Thursday 11/12/25 6.00pm

Nursery Christmas Concert Thursday 11/12/25 11.00am

Nursery Christmas Concert Thursday 11/12/25 2.30pm

Non-Uniform Day in support of | Friday 12/12/25

the Garden House Hospice

Hanukkah (Jewish) Assembly — | Sunday 14/12/25 — Monday

children only 22/12/25

Orca Christmas Celebration Tuesday 16/12/25 1.00pm

Christmas dinner Wednesday 17/12/25

Afternoon Christmas parties Thursday 18/12/25

Nursery closed in the morning Thursday 18/12/25 NURSERY CLOSED AM

Nursery Christmas party Thursday 18/12/25 12.00pm-3.10pm

END OF TERM Friday 19/12/25 School closes 1.00pm
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Meet Father Christmas
Father Christmas in his outside grotto
(includes a quality toy)

Meet the Elves
Write a letter to Father Christmas

%
Write a wish for the Wish Tree
Bag up reindeer food & carrot to take home to Rudolph

Additional Activities

y Santa Paws — bring your beloved pooches to meet
Father Christmas include treat & toy
Harvest your Own Christmas Tree
Festive Tractor & Trailer Ride

Feed the farm animals

Book online www.churchfarmardeley.co.uk
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TERM DATES 2025-26

Autumn Term: Thursday 4t September 2025 — Friday 1 9" December 2025

School finishes on Friday 19" December 2025 at 1.00pm
[Christmas Holidays: Monday 22" December 2025 - Friday 2** January 2026]
Monday 5" January 2026 — INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Spring Term: Tuesday 6" January 2026 — Friday 27" March 2026
Children return to school on Tuesday 6" January 2026
[Half term: Monday 16" February 2026 — Friday 20° February 2026]
School finishes on Friday 27* March 2026 at 1.00pm
Summer Term: Monday 13" April 2026 — Thursday 23 July 2026
Monday 4" May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 25" May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
[Half term: Monday 25" May 2026 - Friday 29" May 2026]
Monday 1st June 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Children return to school on Tuesday 2** June 2026
Friday 3 July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED

School finishes on Thursday 23" d July 2026 at 1.00pm
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