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CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHIES
TROPHY-BEARING CLASSES WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK

Reception Key stage one

Barn Owls 98.6% Puffins 99.3%
FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE - WELL DONE!
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Dear Parents/Carers,
It has been the most tremendous and busy week in school!

Yesterday was of course World Book Day and children and staff alike enjoyed a day
dedicated to honouring the wonder of the written word. So many books were shared
and discussed and the children looked simply spectacular in their terrific costumes! In
several classes, all the staff dressed as characters from the same story — Pelican staff
were all costumed with real flair as characters from ‘Rapunzel’; Penguin staff were
characters from ‘The Three Little Pigs’; Reception staff were from ‘The Little
Gingerbread Man’; and Nursery staff looked amazing as Eric Carle’s ‘The Bad-
Tempered Ladybird’ — one of the children’s favourite books and of course our Nursery
children are our beloved Ladybirds!

Everyone really got into the spirit of the day, looked incredible and had a wonderful
time. Reception children came into the hall for their first ever assembly — and all
twirled and showed their costumes just like the older children in their assembly. They
really behaved beautifully.

The week included a truly lovely Nursery Open Evening with some visitors new to the
school commenting that they’d never seen a Nursery that could compare with
ours! Well done to our amazing Nursery team!

Thank you to everyone who attended the well-presented and informative Phonics
Workshop for Year 1 parents — we all hope you found it helpful. Thank you for the
suggestion that we offer workshops online. That is a terrific idea and moving forward,
we will endeavour to do this.

We had a lovely Bridge Builders assembly on Tuesday on Easter, and the visitors were
very impressed by our children’s behaviour, knowledge — and by their lovely singing
voices!
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Science Week: This will take place next week and will be led by our fantastic Science
Lead, Mrs Humphrey. Some tremendous investigative scientific work will be engaged
in across the school and some classes will be treated to a demonstration from our co-
Chair of Governors, Professor Rogers, who will be bringing in some very entertaining
fossils which we’re sure the children will find very funny and well as interesting.

Circus Skills Workshop: This will take place all day in school next Tuesday for
children in Years 1 and 2 and is always greatly enjoyed.

Year 2 Mathematics Workshop for parents/carers: The Year 2 teachers are hosting a
Mathematics Workshop for parents and carers next Wednesday 11" March. You are
invited to attend in person at 3.30pm in the school hall, or join the online presentation
at 4.45pm using this link: Year 2 mathematics workshop for parents and carers /
Microsoft Teams. The workshop will explore how we teach mathematics and specific
strategies for teaching addition and subtraction. We look forward to seeing you there.

School Website: Our school website comprises a wealth of useful information for
parents/carers. As well as details of our curriculum and daily life in school, you can
find useful information on supporting children with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND), advice about school attendance, previous weekly newsletters and
our school calendar. We have recently updated the pages providing information on
how you can support your child with learning at home, including phonics, mathematics
and handwriting: Support Your Child At Home

Holi: We hope that all our families who celebrated Holi this week had a joyful
Sfestival. We were all so impressed by Shiva from Big Cat Class who told the whole
school about Holi in yesterday’s assembly and spoke so articulately and
knowledgeably. Well done Shiva!

Ramadan: We wish the very best to all our families who are currently celebrating the
holy month of Ramadan. We hope very much that your fasting is going well.

Purim: We wish the very best to all our families who celebrated Purim earlier this
week and hope you had a happy festival.

Nursery Tours for children wishing to join: Our next tour will take place on Monday
16" March from 4.30-5.30pm. Everyone is welcome to come and look around our

Jabulous Nursery — and especially those who are looking for a place for their child or
whose child will be starting in September.

Upcoming Stay-and-Play Dates:
Year 2 — Wednesday 18" March from 2.45-3. 10pm
Year 1 — Thursday 19" March from 2.45-3.10pm

PTA Easter Stay-and-Play: This will take place on Thursday 19th March from 3. 15-
4.30pm. Do come along with your children and take part in a range of lovely spring
activities.

Red Nose Day: There is another non-uniform day on Friday 20" March. Donations for
this charitable cause are very welcome. Thank you for your generosity.

Parent/Teacher Consultations: These will take place as below. Timeslots for
consultations will be displayed in classes for you to select one that is convenient. If
you do not drop your children in school, please either call the office on 01438 359747
to ask for a time, or email me on head@gilesinfants.herts.sch.uk. We will let class
teachers know that you’ve been in touch so that they can call you back to arrange a
time to meet. If you would prefer an online or telephone consultation, please speak to
your child’s class teacher.
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Parent Consultations — Nursery Monday 23/03/26
Tuesday 24/03/26
Wednesday 25/03/26

Parent Consultations - Reception Monday 23/03/26
Tuesday 24/03/26
Wednesday 25/03/26

Parents Consultations - Years 1/2 Tuesday 24/03/26
Wednesday 25/03/26

Orca class Tuesday 24/03/26

Charlie Chicks for Garden House Hospice: Beautiful hand-crocheted
spring chicks are available to purchase from the school office to raise
money for Garden House Hospice. They are £2.50 with a hat, £1.50
without a hat. Please support Garden House Hospice by purchasing
one — or more! We can take cash or card payment. Thank you for
your continued support.

Have a lovely weekend, everyone!
Kindest regards

Rouane Mendel
Headteacher

2.30-5.50pm
2.30-5.50pm
2.30-5.50pm

3.30-5.30pm
3.30-5.30pm
3.30-5.30pm

3.40-6.30pm
3.40-6.30pm

1.30-3.00pm
5.00-5.30pm

Recommended Books of the Week

Books for children Books for adults

“I dressed up as a pirate from
‘The Pirates Next Door’ by
Johnny Duddle for World Book
Day. It’s an award winning
picture book!”

the start!”

assistant
Solamish, Pelican Class

“I'm reading Invisible Girl’ by Lisa
Jewell. It's a real page turner,
guaranteed to have you hooked from

Mrs Furr, Red Fox Class teaching




Nursery: It has been a lovely week in Ladybird Class with lots of
outside learning. The children have continued to learn all about
spring. Emily remembered, “There are four seasons.” Maximos
added, “Winter, spring, summer and autumn.” The children have
shared the story of ‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’ and learnt the song ‘Ten
Little Flowers’. During child-initiated learning, the Ladybird
children have been ensuring the plants growing in their gardens
are well looked after, using watering cans to “give the daffodils a
drink”, as Marli-Grace shared.

Continuing their learning about spring and the life cycle of a butterfly,
the Ladybird children have met and begun to care for the class

- caterpillars. There was much excitement when they created a list of
potential names for the caterpillars. The children then voted for their
favourite name. The ‘Crunching Munching Caterpillars’ are proudly being
cared for in Ladybird Class.

.
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To celebrate Science Week, the children completed an
investigation to see how seeds grow and discussed if seeds
would grow on the moon! The children planted seeds in cotton
wool, soil, sand and on a paper towel to compare the results.
These have been proudly displayed in Ladybird Class.

In PSHE, the children sorted healthy and unhealthy foods. Everyone was eager to
sort different foods and share their knowledge of healthy foods. Rianna shared that
she likes to eat “bananas.” Reuben remembered that he likes to drink “milk.”
Anthony shared, “I like to eat watermelon.”

In phonics, the children continued to practise making different mouth movements
and voice sounds. They were thrilled to make a variety of sounds such as “wheee”,

“zzzzz” and “ppppppp.”

The children thoroughly enjoyed celebrating World Book Day, listening to a range of
stories and dressing up as their favourite characters. They had a fantastic time in the
library area, sharing stories with their peers and adults. Ladybirds, we think your
costumes looked fantastic!

Next week in phonics, the children will learn about robot talk and will meet a
special robot called, ‘Metal Mike’. They will also be continuing to create special
things for their mummies. Ladybird Class will also continue caring for their class
caterpillars, observing the life cycle of a butterfly first hand.

Stars of the week:

Ladybird Class

Marli-Grace for fantastic listening and engagement during group times.
Isla for taking part in lots of craft activities and wonderful child-initiated learning.
Isabella for super understanding of healthy eating.
Zadie for wonderful descriptive lanqguage when sorting healthy and unhealthy foods.




Reception: The children have thoroughly enjoyed participating in activities linked to
World Book Day this week. To introduce the day, the Reception children listened to
clues to work out which story was being described. Ben in Barn Owl class recognised
one story as ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. When asked to say more about this story, Ben
said, “Sometimes in ‘Little Red Riding Hood’, the grandmother is eaten by the wolf
but in other stories the woodcutter rescues the grandmother.”

Mrs Mendel invited the Reception children to their first assembly in the hall. They
showed off their World Book Day costumes and sang a few songs. After the
assembly, Aaryan in Snowy Owl class said he had “really enjoyed his first assembly
in the hall with Mrs Mendel and showing my World Book Day clothes to everyone.”

In mathematics, the children have continued to focus on number bonds totalling ten.
They loved using Numicon to investigate bonds totalling ten. Some children even
wrote their calculations on whiteboards.

In understanding the world, the children went for a walk around the school grounds
looking for signs of spring and recording their findings by taking photographs on an
iPad. When talking about signs of spring, Emily in Tawny Owl class said, “The
leaves are different, and you might see baby lambs.”

Next week, the children will focus on learning how to be a safe pedestrian. As part
of Science Week, the children will investigate which pegs are best at keeping

washing on a line and in mathematics, the children will focus on doubles to ten.

Stars of the week:

Snowy Owl Class
Billy for making fantastic progress with letter formation.
Roman for identifying signs of spring when walking around the school grounds.

Tawny Owl Class
Ava for incredible independent reading.
Marley for keeping the role play area tidy all week.
Oscar for recalling lots of facts about spring.

Barn Owl Class
Andrew for demonstrating a fantastic knowledge of the number bonds to ten.
Myles for beautiful letter formation when handwriting.




Year 1: What a fabulous day the children had
yesterday celebrating World Book Day! They enjoyed
listening to a range of stories and shared experiences of
their favourite books. The children loved showing their
costumes to each other. This was the culmination of a
week of lovely activities related to books and reading.
In Forest School, the children enjoyed a wonderful
treasure hunt searching for lost book characters.

This week in English, the children began their new topic on fairy tales. They shared
their knowledge about fairy tales and created posters displaying their ideas. They
listened to the fairy tale ‘Cinderella’ and created a story mountain to retell the story
with pictures and keywords. Then they wrote an invitation to a ball. Phonics
continued with alternative pronunciations. The children revisited the grapheme ‘ou’,
making the sound heard in ‘out’. They learnt that there are three further alternative
sounds: /ou/ in ‘boulder’, /ou/ in ‘group’ and /ou/ in ‘could’. They also learnt the
mnemonic ‘oh you lucky duck’ to support them in remembering the spellings for the
words ‘could’, ‘would’ and ‘should’. Our Book of the Week was ‘Peace at Last’ by
Jill Murphy. The children loved joining in with the repeated phrases and the sound

effects.

In mathematics, the children started their new unit of learning about place value
within 50. They practised making groups of ten and identifying how many lots of ten
are in 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50. They also identified how many ones are in 10, 20, 30, 40
and 50. They counted forwards and backwards and used resources including bead
strings, ten frames and 100 squares to support them. In science, they described the
properties of different materials, using their senses of sight and touch to investigate.

Next week in English, the children will plan an alternative ending to Cinderella. They
will continue to learn about place value in mathematics. Next week is Science Week,
and the children will be exploring and investigating materials further.

It was super to see so many parents at the talk about the Phonics Screening check
this week. We realise it is very difficult for many people to attend, so please, in your
own time, take a look at the talk on our webpage: Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
talk. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak with your child’s class
teacher.

Stars of the week

Big Cat Class
Autumn for always being a good friend.

Arlo for always trying his best with all his learning.
Eshaal for always trying her best with her phonics.

Red Fox Class
Alex for trying super hard in phonics.
Misha for fantastic mathematics using numbers up to 50.

Woalker Bear Class
Elijah for amazing singing of Easter songs in music.
Mollie for working safely to prepare fruits and vegetables for a snack.
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Year 2: Following the fantastic indigenous people of North America day last week,
which provided the children with first-hand experience of aspects of indigenous life,
they were well prepared to ask questions, conduct research and write non-fiction
books to showcase their learning in English this week.

In mathematics, the children began a new unit of learning about multiplication and
division. They revised how to recognise and make equal groups, which they learnt in
Year 1. They then practised adding equal groups before being introduced to the
multiplication symbol.

In PSHCE, the children learnt how important relaxation and calm time is for our
health. In art and design, they explored patterns that the indigenous people of North
America used in their artwork and used pencils to draw some similar patterns in
their sketchbooks. In history, they learnt about the life of Sitting Bull, a well-known
Sioux chief. In science, they revised what plants need to grow.

On Thursday, the whole school celebrated World Book Day,
with children and adults encouraged to dress up as their
favourite book character. The children were so excited to see
each other’s costumes and the adults were incredibly impressed! |
Thank you to parents and carers for your support to make the
day so special. The children had a fantastic day, making
bookmarks, taking part in a story quiz, enjoying a book
scavenger hunt and designing their own special library.

Next week is Science Week. This year’s theme is ‘Curiosity: What’s your question?’.
The children will take part in lots of activities during the week, including taking part
in a ‘create-a-plant’ competition run by STEMPOINT, an educational charity that
promotes science, technology, engineering and mathematics to young people.

In English, children will edit and finish their non-fiction books about the lives of the
indigenous people of North America. In mathematics, they will learn to demonstrate
a multiplication sentence as a repeated addition. The children will take part in a
wonderful circus skills workshop on Tuesday.

The Year 2 teachers are hosting a Mathematics Workshop for parents and carers
next Wednesday. You are invited to attend in person at 3.30pm in the school hall, or
Join the online presentation at 4.45pm using this link: Year 2 mathematics workshop
for parents and carers | Microsoft Teams. We look forward to seeing you there.

Stars of the week

Pelican Class
Noah for super listening and joining in at carpet time.
Katie for coming into school with a big smile on her face every day.

Penguin Class

Ivy for writing a brilliant character review with capital letters, full stops and
commas.
Davis for always being ready to learn and trying his best.

Puffin Class

Oscar W and Kobi for conducting fantastic research about North America indigenous
games.
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Friday 6 March 6 until 8.30pm @
Saturday 7 March 1.15 until 8.30pm

MOON PALACE BUS N MOBILE PLANETARIUM
EVENT ISLAND LEISURE CENTRE
Come and explore this mobile Experience the wonder of the cosmos -

observatory — tickets are free, tickets are free, click on the link to book.
click on the link to book. Also including Mad Science, Airbus and
more, on Saturday from 1-6pm.

JUNCTION 7 CREATIVES:
FRI EVENING: ‘Moon Palace Poetry’ -
drop-in creative writing workshop
5-6.30pm; Open Mic readings 7-9pm
SAT DAYTIME: ‘A galaxy of art’
drop-in session

Suitable for all ages.
Under 14s need to be accompanied by an adult.
Please note that the bus is a shoe-free zone.

4 L

Information from Stevenage Borough Council:

Unfortunately, the Moon Palace Bus is now fully booked. However, there are still
plenty of spaces available for the evening planetarium sessions, which Stevenage
residents can attend on a first come, first served basis. The times available are:

o Friday from 7.20-9.00pm
e Saturday from 6.10-8.50pm

Alongside this, Junction 7 Creatives is offering Friday evening activities and an all-
day drop-in session on Saturday where children can create galaxy pictures. Both do
not need to be booked. Mad Science, Airbus, Letchworth District Astronomy Society,
North Herts college and council officers will be based in the leisure centre from
1.00pm on Saturday afternoon for more space inspiration and fun!




SPRING TERM

Event

Date

Time

SCIENCE WEEK

W/C 09/03/26

Circus Skills Workshop

Tuesday 10/03/26

Year 2 Mathematics Workshop
for parents

Wednesday 11/03/26

3.30pm-4.00pm — school
hall
4.45pm-5.15pm — online

ORACY WEEK W/C 16/03/26

Nursery Tour for new parents Monday 16/03/26 4.30pm-5.30pm
Year 1 trip to Shepreth Tuesday 17/03/26

Rocksteady Concert Wednesday 18/03/26 9.30am

Stay and Play — Year 2

Wednesday 18/03/26

2.50pm-3.15pm

Stay and Play — Year 1

Thursday 19/03/26

2.50pm-3.10pm

Eid-al-Fitr (Islam) assembly in
class — children only

Thursday 19/03/26 - Friday
20/03/26

Red Nose Day

Friday 20/03/26

Easter (Christian) assembly in
class — children only

Monday 23/03/26 (actual
date Sunday 05/04/26)

Easter activities in school

Week of 23/03/26

NEURODIVERSITY DAY

Tuesday 24/03/26

INCo/Attendance Coffee Morning

Tuesday 24/03/26

8.50am -9.30am

Parent Consultations — Nursery

Monday 23/03/26
Tuesday 24/03/26
Wednesday 25/03/26

2:30pm-5:50pm
2:30pm-5:50pm
2:30pm-5:50pm

Parent Consultations — Reception

Monday 23/03/26
Tuesday 24/03/26
Wednesday 25/03/26

3.30pm-5.30pm
3.30pm-5.30pm
3.30pm-5.30pm

Parent Consultations — Year 1
and Year 2

Tuesday 24/03/26
Wednesday 25/03/26

3.40pm-6.30pm
3.40pm-6.30pm

Parent Consultations — Orca

Tuesday 24/03/26

1.30pm-3.00pm
5.00pm-5.30pm

Year 2 Scooter Workshop

Thursday 26/03/26

Easter bonnet parades

Friday 27/03/26

LAST DAY OF TERM

Friday 27/03/26

School closes at 1.00pm




TERM DATES 2025-26

School finishes on Friday 27* March 2026 at 1.00pm
[Easter Holidays Monday 30" March 2026 - Friday 10" April 2026]
Summer Term: Monday 13" April 2026 - Thursday 23" July 2026
Children return to school on Monday 13" April 2026
Monday 4" May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 25" May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
[Half term: Monday 25" May 2026 - Friday 29" May 2026]
Monday 1st June 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Children return to school on Tuesday 2 June 2026
Friday 3 July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED

School finishes on Thursday 23" d July 2026 at 1.00pm
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TERM DATES 2026-2027

Tuesday I°* September 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Autumn Term: Wednesday 2 September 2026 — Friday 18" December 2026
Children return to school on Wednesday 2** September
[Half Term: Monday 26" October 2026 - Friday 30" October 2026]
Monday 2** November 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Friday 4" December 2026 Occasional Day SCHOOL CLOSED
School finishes on Friday 18" December 2026 at 1.00pm
[Christmas Holidays: Monday 21°* December 2026 — Friday 1** January 2027]
Monday 4" January 2027 — INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Spring Term: Tuesday 5" January 2027 — Thursday 25th March 2027
Children return to school on Tuesday 5" January 2027
[Half term: Monday 15" February 2027 - Friday 19" February 2027]
School finishes on Thursday 25" March 2027 at 1.00pm
[Easter Holidays Friday 26" March 2027 - Friday 9" April 2027]
Summer Term: Monday 12* April 2027 - Thursday 22" July 2027
Children return to school on Monday 12* April 2027
Monday 3° May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 31°* May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
[Half term: Monday 31" May 2027 — Friday 4" June 2027]
Monday 7* June 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Children return to school on Tuesday 8" June 2027
Friday 2nd July 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED

School finishes on Thursday 220 July 2027 at 1.00pm
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