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CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHIES 
TROPHY-BEARING CLASSES WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK 

 
Reception 

Tawny Owls 
97.9% 

Key stage one 

Big Cats 
97.9% 

 
FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE – WELL DONE! 

 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It has been another terrific week in school and children are all enjoying the continuing 
beautiful weather. Thank you so much to everyone who contributed so kindly to our 
collection for Warm Up, Feed Up; this is such an important local charity and Tom 
Davison, our former pupil, was very grateful for your generosity. 
 
Year 1 and 2 children absolutely loved the performance of ‘The Jungle Book’ this 
morning. The professional company brings an entire theatrical show into our school to 
give children an experience that’s as close as possible to going to the theatre. The 
standard is phenomenal, and it is such a rich and exciting learning experience for our 
children. 

 

 
 
Value of the Month:  Our value of the month for May is Honesty. Honesty 
means telling the truth, acting truthfully, and being trustworthy in what you say and 
do. It involves owning up to mistakes even when it is difficult. Being honest means 
others can rely on you, and it helps build trust and strong friendships. 
 

mailto:admin@gilesinfants.herts.sch.uk
http://www.gilesnurseryandinfants.co.uk/


Term Time Absence Requests:  Recently, we have received a high number of requests 
for leave of absence during term time. I would like to remind you that it is not 
permitted for schools to authorise absence during term time. The law states that 
children must be in school during term-time except for medical reasons or under highly 
exceptional circumstances. Holidays will be unauthorised. Attendance records transfer 
when a child moves school so any holiday taken here will be noted moving forward. 
 
Please may I remind you that unauthorised absence can lead to high fines and serious 
consequences. If unauthorised absence exceeds 10 sessions (5 school days) within a 
rolling 10 school week period, you are at risk of receiving a fixed penalty notice from 
the local authority. First offence fixed penalty notices are £80 per parent, per child if 
paid within 21 days. Second offence (within three years) fixed penalty notices are £160 
per parent, per child. In the case of a third offence (within three years), a penalty notice 
will not be issued. The case will be presented straight to the Magistrate’s Court. 
Prosecution can result in criminal records and a fine of up to £2,500. Cases found guilty 
can show on a parent’s future DBS certificate due to a ‘failure to safeguard a child’s 
education’. 
 
I urge you to book holidays during the 13 weeks that school is closed, to ensure your 
child doesn’t miss key learning and you are not at risk of financial and potentially legal 
consequences. Thank you for your support and understanding. 
 
Nursery Closed on Friday 12th June:  The Nursery will be closed to current pupils on 
Friday 12th June. This is in order to allow the children who will be joining us in 
September 2026 an opportunity to visit with their parents. Apologies for any 
inconvenience and thank you for your understanding. 
 
Diary Dates:  Please note the following dates. These are also listed in the diary dates 
below.  

• w/c Monday 11th May: Sponsored Event to take place 
• Tuesday 12th May, 2.50-3.10: Year 1 stay-and-read 
• Wednesday 13th May: Great Fire of London workshop for Year 2 pupils 
• Thursday 14th May, 2.50-.3.10: Year 2 stay-and-read 
• w/c Monday 18th May: Big Write Week 
• Thursday 21st May: FROG bake sale after school 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Reception and Junior School (September 2026) Allocation Day:  Parents/Carers had until 
Thursday 23rd April to accept places. If you have any questions regarding your 
allocation, please kindly contact Hertfordshire Admissions, as we are unable to assist 
with this. 
 
Nursery school places for September 2026:  There are a few places available in our 
Nursery Class from September 2026; if you would like to visit, please contact the school 
for an appointment. We ask our families to share this information with friends and 
family where they have a child due to start Nursery in September 2026. Eligible children 
will have birth dates between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2023.  
 
Cleaning staff vacancies:  We have vacancies for part time cleaning staff, working after 
school closes. If you are interested, please email: admin@gilesinfants.herts.sch.uk  
 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 
 
Kindest regards  
 
Rouane Mendel  
Headteacher 
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Recommended Books of the Week 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
Nursery:  This week in Nursery, the children continued to explore pond life and 
learnt about animals that live in or near a pond. They were excited to play I-Spy and 
spotted many different animals. 
 
In understanding the world, the children were eager to learn more facts about frogs 
and creatures they might see at the pond. They learnt that frogs eat worms, insects 
and flies and that tadpoles eat algae from the pond. James remembered, “The pond 
skaters go on top of the water.”  
 
In expressive arts and design, the children looked at some of the pictures from 
Claude Monet’s ‘Water Lilies’ series. 
The Ladybird children proudly became 
artists and created their very own water 
lily painting. Xenia confidently 
remembered, “Claude Monet painted 
the Water Lilies!’ The children also 
made a frog. They chose to 
independently paint a frog or create a 
frog with concertina legs. These will be 
on display in the Nursery very soon.  
 
The Ladybird children have continued to sing the nursery rhyme, ‘Five Little 
Speckled Frogs’ and have also learnt the song, ‘Little Tommy Tadpole’: 
 

Little Tommy Tadpole began to weep and wail. 
For little Tommy Tadpole had lost his little tail! 
His mother didn’t know him as he sat upon a log. 
For little Tommy Tadpole was now mister Thomas Frog! 

 
In phonics, the children learnt the letter sound /t/ and practised saying ‘tiger’, ‘tin’, 
‘toothbrush’, ‘tape measure’, ‘tomato’, ‘turtle’ and many more. They also learnt the 
song, ‘When I watch the tennis game, /t/, /t/, /t/, /t/, /t/, /t/. When I watch the tennis 
game, my head goes back and forth’, sung to the tune of ‘The Muffin Man’. 
 
Next week, the children will enjoy a range of exciting activities linked to the story of 
‘The Rainbow Fish’ by Marcus Pfister. They will use their imaginations to explore the 
amazing ‘under the sea’ role play. In phonics, the children will learn the letter sound 
/p/ and consolidate their understanding of alliteration. 
 

Stars of the week: 
 

Ladybird Class 
Reggie B for creating a fantastic dragonfly. 

Reggie S for creating a beautiful frog. 
Ruth for trying really hard walking this week.  

Marli-Grace for painting a wonderful frog. 
Alyza for a super frog painting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Reception:  At the end of last week, the chicks were moved from the incubator into a 
brooder box, to provide a warm and safe environment for them. This week, the 
children were so excited as they each had the opportunity to hold a chick. When 
seeing the chicks in their new home, Lyra in Tawny Owl class said, “They aren't in 
the toaster anymore!” (referring to the incubator). After holding the chicks, Freya in 
Snowy Owl class said, “The chick loved me, and I liked it, and it fell asleep on me.” 
 

     
 
In literacy this week, the children generated a factual sentence about how the chick 
felt when they held it. Murray in Barn Owl class wrote, “The chick was really cute 
and really fluffy.” 
 
In understanding the world, the children found out about five of the most common 
breeds of hen living in Britain. They created collage hens using a variety of 
materials.  
 
In mathematics, the children were adding on from a given number. First, they had to 
listen to how many marbles were dropped into a jar and then count on from that 
number. The children used a tens frame to display their answer. 
 
Next week, the children will write a factual sentence about hens. In mathematics, 
they will investigate 2D shapes using a tangram. They will create new shapes by 
moving and rotating triangles, a square and a parallelogram. In expressive arts and 
design, the children will use the app Sketchbook to draw a picture in the style of the 
artist Claude Monet on an iPad. In understanding the world, the children will 
investigate maps and create a map for the Little Red Hen.  
 

Stars of the Week 
 

Snowy Owl Class 
Reuben for writing a wonderful factual sentence about the chicks. 

Gracious for trying really hard to form recognisable letters in her writing. 
 

Tawny Owl Class 
Lucas for being kind and thoughtful towards his friends. 

George for trying his very best with his independent writing. 
Oscar for demonstrating excellent counting on from a given number. 

 
Barn Owl Class 

Florence for creating a wonderful collage hen. 
Murray for writing a fantastic factual sentence about how a chick felt. 

 
Value of the month: patience 

Snowy Owl Class – Josiah, Ottilie and Noelle 
Tawny Owl Class – Alora  

Barn Owl Class – Dominik, Bear and Vivienne 
 

 
  



 
Year 1:  Year 1 enjoyed the most amazing theatre production of ‘The Jungle Book’ 
today! Seeing live theatre is a truly magical way to bring stories to life. The children 
joined in with all the audience interactions with gusto.  
 
Continuing with our wonderful Gruffalo topic this week, the children wrote poems to 
describe the mouse. They used adjectives to describe the eyes, ears, body, tail and 
whiskers. Some children challenged themselves to use more than one adjective to 
describe each part. They had a marvellous time making their healthy snacks of either 
an owl rice cake or a fox rice cake. The children observed hygiene and kitchen safety 
rules while following the plans they made last week. They ate their snacks and 
evaluated them, thinking about the appearance and taste. 
 
In mathematics, the children learnt to identify the rows and columns in an array. 
They made arrays using cubes or counters. The children talked about how many 
cubes or counters were in each row or column, how many rows or columns there 
were, and how many cubes or counters in total. The children also practised doubling 
numbers. They explored what happens when an odd number is doubled. Finally, the 
children practised making equal groups. 
 
The children learnt about warm colours in art and design and 
mixed their own tints and shades of a warm colour by adding 
black or white in different amounts. In PSHCE, the children 
discussed ways to greet someone and talked about how they like 
their friends and teachers to greet them. In PE, they started to put 
their batting and fielding skills into practice by playing rounders. 
In computing, the children learnt about ‘objects’ and ‘actions’ and 
used code blocks to write a line of computer code. In science, they 
observed how the bulbs they planted in the autumn have grown and developed buds. 
 
Next week, the children begin a new non-fiction English topic about sunflowers. They 
will learn about commands, or ‘bossy verbs’, which are used to write instructions. 
They will look at the painting ‘Sunflowers’ by Vincent Van Gogh, and will begin to 
make their own sunflower art. In science, they will learn the names of some common 
garden plants and design their own garden. They will also plant sunflower seeds. In 
mathematics, the children will begin to learn about fractions. In Year 1, the children 
learn to identify halves and quarters of shapes and quantities. 
 

Stars of the week: 
 

Big Cat Class 
Molly for creating a fantastic shape poem about the mouse from ‘The Gruffalo’. 

Roman for trying his best with phonics. 
 

Red Fox Class 
Adalyne for a fantastic shape poem. 

Joshua for super guided reading recalling and answering questions about the story. 
 

Walker Bear Class 
Myles for working hard to identify rows and columns in an array. 

Raff for a super ‘show and tell’ about a whirlpool machine you made at home. 
 

Value of the month: patience 
Big Cat Class – Kennedy and Archie 

Red Fox Class – Aariya, Ariella and Vincent 
Walker Bear Class – Maximillian, Elsie and Eliza 

 
   



 
Year 2:  In English this week, the children continued their work based on the book 
‘Monsters: An Owner’s Guide’ by Jonathan Emmett. They used adjectives to describe 
different monsters and learnt how to extend their sentences using the conjunction 
‘with’. They then chose a monster and began to write their own guide explaining 
how to take care of it. They wrote sections explaining how to switch the monster on, 
whether it can play with pets, how to clean and care for it and some general ‘dos 
and don’ts’. It was lovely to read the children’s imaginative and humorous ideas. 
 
In mathematics, the children continued to revisit their work on multiplication and 
division, completing word problems and calculations using a range of different 
strategies. 
 

In design and technology, the children used a saw to make axles 
for their vehicle. In science, they matched animals to their 
offspring and discussed how some animals look very different to 
their babies. In art and design, they used watercolours to paint in 
an impressionist style. In computing, they learnt how to ask ‘yes’ 
and ‘no’ questions to sort information. In RE, the children learnt 
about the Jewish ceremonies of Bar Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvah, 
and their importance in celebrating a child’s maturity into 
adulthood. In PSHCE, they discussed why conflict can occur 

between friends and how to resolve issues calmly.  
 
In English next week, the children will write free verse poetry inspired by the poem 
‘Into the Blue’ by Hilda Offen. In mathematics, they will learn how to measure 
mass, capacity and temperature. In science, they will investigate the habitats of 
different animals. In RE, they will learn what happens during Dastar Bandi, a Sikh 
ceremony. In computing, they will explore how data can be sorted in a binary tree. 
In PSHCE, they will learn about ‘good secrets’ and ‘worry secrets’ and think of 
adults they can share ‘worry secrets’ with. 
 
The week finished with a fantastic performance of ‘The Jungle Book’, delivered by 
M&M Theatrical Productions. The children were enthralled and loved the audience 
participation! 

Stars of the Week 
 

Pelican Class: 
Nancy for super listening and putting her hand up to answer questions all week. 
Stefan for super listening and putting his hand up to answer questions all week. 

 
Penguin Class: 

Oscar for being so kind and helping others during design and technology. 
Remi for great effort during mathematics learning multiplication and division. 

 
Puffin Class: 

Toby for demonstrating excellent teamwork when playing turn taking games. 
Muna for creating excellent instructions in her ‘How to Keep a Monster’ guide in 

English. 
 

Value of the month: patience 
Pelican Class – Eva and Samuel 
Penguin Class – Myla and Davis 

Puffin Class – Katherine and Harrie 
 
 

  



 
SUMMER TERM EVENTS 

 
Event Date Time 
BANK HOLIDAY Monday 04/05/26  
MENTAL HEALTH WEEK W/C 11/05/26  
Sponsored Event to take place W/C 11/05/26  
Nursery Tour for prospective parents   Tuesday 12/05/26 4.30pm-5.30pm 
Stay and Read – Year 1  Tuesday 12/05/26 2.50pm-3.10pm 
Great Fire of London workshop – Year 2 Wednesday 13/05/26  
Stay and Read – Year 2  Thursday 14/05/26 2.50pm-3.10pm 
BIG WRITE WEEK W/C 18/05/26  
Buddha’s birthday assembly in school – pupils only W/C 18/05/26  
HALF TERM Monday 25/05/26 to Friday 29/05/26 
INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED 01/06/26  
WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK / MATHS WEEK W/C 01/06/26  
Children return to school Tuesday 02/06/26  
Nursery Tour for prospective parents Thursday 04/06/26 4.30pm-5.30pm 
Non-Uniform Day – Tombola / £1 Donation for FROG Friday 05/06/26  
Phonics Screening Check week W/C 08/06/26  
Reception Summer Concert – Barn Owl class Tuesday 09/06/26 9.15am 
Reception Summer Concert – Snowy Owl class Thursday 11/06/26 9.15am 
Reception Summer Concert – Tawny Owl class Friday 12/06/26 9.15am 
Nursery closed to all current children Friday 12/06/26  
MONEY WEEK W/C 15/06/26  
INCo/Attendance Coffee Morning Tuesday 16/06/26 8.50am-9.30am 
Whole School Open Evening and Book Fair Thursday 18/06/26 5.00pm-6.30pm 
Father’s Day Sunday 21/06/26  
Welcome to Reception talk for parents/carers  Tuesday 23/06/26 5.00pm-5.45pm 
Year 1 Summer Concert – Big Cat class Tuesday 23/06/26 2.30pm 
Year 1 Summer Concert – Walker Bear class Thursday 25/06/26 1.30pm 
Year 1 Summer Concert – Red Fox class Thursday 25/06/26 2.30pm 
Seaside workshop – Year 1 Friday 26/06/26  
Woburn Safari Park – Year 2 Wednesday 01/07/26  
Ark Farm Animals – Reception  Thursday 02/07/26  
INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSE Friday 03/07/26  
Glow Dance Workshop Monday 06/07/26  
INCo/Attendance Coffee Morning Wednesday 08/07/26 8.50am-9.30am 
Welcome to Nursery talk for parents/carers Wednesday 08/07/26 5:00pm-5:30pm? 
Moving Up Day Thursday 09/07/26  
FROG Summer Fete Thursday 09/07/26 3.30pm  
Nursery Pirate Day Friday 10/07/26  
Rocksteady Concert – by invitation Wednesday 15/07/26 9.30am 
ONE WORLD WEEK W/C 13/07/26  
Sports Day Tuesday 14/07/26  
Chinese Dragon Dance Workshop Thursday 16/07/26  
Orca Sports Afternoon Monday 13/07/26  
Rocksteady Concert Wednesday 15/07/26 9.30am 
Reserve Sports Day Monday 20/07/26  
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Penguin class Tuesday 21/07/26 9.15am 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Pelican class Tuesday 21/07/26 10.30am 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Puffin class Tuesday 21/07/26 2.30pm 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Orca class Wednesday 22/07/26  
Class parties Wednesday 22/07/26  
LAST DAY OF TERM Thursday 23/07/26 School closes 1.00pm 

 
 

 



 

TERM DATES 2025-26 

Summer Term: Monday 13th April 2026 – Thursday 23rd July 2026 
 

Monday 4th May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Monday 25th May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

[Half term: Monday 25th May 2026 – Friday 29th May 2026] 
 

Monday 1st June 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 
 

Friday 3rd July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

School finishes on Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 1.00pm 
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= Term Time
= 24/25 Pupil Holidays

= Bank and Public Holidays

= 2025/26 Pupil Holidays

= Inset Day - school closed to pupils

= Occasional Day - (school closed to pupils)

March '26 April '26 May '26

June '26 July '26 August '26

December '25 January '26 February '26

2025 / 26 School Calendar
September '25 October '25 November '25



 

TERM DATES 2026-2027 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Autumn Term:  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 – Friday 18th December 2026 
 

Children return to school on Wednesday 2nd September  
 

[Half Term: Monday 26th October 2026 - Friday 30th October 2026] 
 

Monday 2nd November 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Friday 4th December 2026 Occasional Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

School finishes on Friday 18th December 2026 at 1.00pm 
 

[Christmas Holidays: Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027] 
 

Monday 4th January 2027 – INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Spring Term:  Tuesday 5th January 2027 – Thursday 25th March 2027 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 5th January 2027 
 

[Half term: Monday 15th February 2027 – Friday 19th February 2027] 
 

School finishes on Thursday 25th March 2027 at 1.00pm 
 

[Easter Holidays Friday 26th March 2027 – Friday 9th April 2027] 
 

Summer Term: Monday 12th April 2027 – Thursday 22nd July 2027 
 

Children return to school on Monday 12th April 2027 
 

Monday 3rd May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Monday 31st May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

[Half term: Monday 31st May 2027 – Friday 4th June 2027] 
 

Monday 7th June 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 8th June 2027 
 
                           Friday 2nd July 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
School finishes on Thursday 22nd July 2027 at 1.00pm 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 


