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CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHIES 
TROPHY-BEARING CLASSES WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK 

 
Reception 

Tawny Owl Class 98.7% 
Key stage one 

Puffin Class 97.9% 
 

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE – WELL DONE! 

 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This wonderful week included our Year 2 pupils entering into the past for an exciting day 
during the Great Fire of London. Everyone looked absolutely incredible in 
their costumes, and it was a tremendous experience for our children. I’m sure they all 
came home buzzing with everything they’d learnt and engaged in, and I hope they 
enjoyed sharing with you all the artefacts they’d created.    
  
The last day of our sponsored learn a language (Years 1 and 2), sponsored scoot 
(Reception) and sponsored count (Nursery) ended today. You’ll find more details below 
in the year-group letters. Any donations can be given to your class teacher or left at the 
school office – thank you everyone.  
 
It has been Big Write for our Reception children this week and we are tremendously 
proud of the outstanding progress in writing demonstrated by our children. Next week 
will be Big Write for Key Stage 1 so watch this space! 
 
Important announcement:  I am very sad to have to share with you that our most 
beloved Mrs Clark will be retiring at the end of this school year. She has been for so 
many years a most valued and much-loved part of our school community that it is hard 
to imagine the school without her. She has touched the lives of so many children and 
families with her kindness, gentleness, dedication and deep understanding of others 
and she will be greatly missed by the whole community – staff, pupils and parents. We 
are incredibly grateful for everything she has done for our school and wish her a very 
happy and well-deserved retirement. 
 
Census Day – Thursday 21st May:  We will as usual swap the Thursday and Friday school 
meals around. Please encourage your child to have a school meal on Thursday even if 
they don’t usually have one and want to have a packed lunch as well. We get our 
funding for the school meals from the numbers of children who have one on Census Day 
so it’s very important. Thank you for helping.   
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Upcoming FROG events:  The FROG Bake Sale 
will take place in the hall after school on 
Thursday 21st May. Thank you so very much in 
advance for all donations and to our amazing 
FROG team for organising!  
 
On Friday 5th June, children can come to school in 
non-uniform in exchange for a donation to the 
FROG tombola, which will take place at the 
Summer Fair. Please drop donations to the school 
office. 
 
If you are able to volunteer to help at any FROG 
events, please speak to the school office. The 
FROG cannot run without the support of parents 
and carers. New members are always very 
welcome! 
 
Todd in the Hole Festival:  This incredible event is 
taking place from 3rd to 5th July this year. Our 
school will perform on Sunday 5th July and we are privileged in being the ONLY school 
to perform. We will be sending more information in due course but please speak to your 
child’s class teacher as soon as possible to book your child’s place. It is only to Year 1 
and 2 children and all children will be given a free ticket for the day plus one free adult 
ticket. Further tickets can be purchased at a discount and we will provide you with the 
code when you confirm your child’s place. Thank you everyone – it is truly an 
opportunity not to be missed! 
  
Sports Day:  Sports Day will take place on the morning of Tuesday 8th July. More 
information will follow nearer the time.  

• Reception races will take place from 9.05-10.00am.  
• Year 1 races will take place from 10.05-11.10am. 
• Year 2 races will take place from 11.15-12.20am. 

  
Open Evening and Book Fair – Thursday 16th June:  We will be holding a whole school 
Open Evening on Thursday 16th June from 5.00pm– 6.30pm.  The Book Fair will also be 
here. This is a wonderful opportunity to come along and visit the whole school including 
of course your child’s classroom and also all the classrooms in the year-group 
where they’ll be in September. 
 
Feed Up, Warm Up:  Thank you to everyone who donated 
groceries. Miss Busby kindly took all donations to the 
charity, and we were very proud to be mentioned on the 
Feed Up, Warm Up Facebook page!   
 
Parking and our respectful community:  A polite reminder 
to all parents and carers to please be considerate of our 
neighbours during school drop off and pick up times.  
Please avoid blocking driveways, parking on pavements, or 
stopping in areas that may cause obstruction. 
 
Parent Governor:  If anyone is interested in applying for 
this position, please speak to Mrs Mendel or email her on: 
head@gilesinfants.herts.sch.uk.  
 
Nursery closed on Friday 12th June:  The Nursery will be closed to current pupils on 
Friday 12th June. This is to allow the children who will be joining us in September 2026 
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an opportunity to visit with their parents. Apologies for any inconvenience and thank 
you for your understanding. 
 
Transition from our Nursery to Reception September 2025:  For children who currently 
attend our Nursery and will be joining our Reception in September 2026, we will be 
holding a stay-and-play session after school on Tuesday 16thJune from 3.45-4.30pm and 
we ask that you please attend. Further information and key dates will be sent to you 
soon. 
 
Nursery school places for September 2026:  There are a few places available in our 
Nursery Class from September 2026; if you would like to visit, please contact the school 
for an appointment. We ask our families to share this information with friends and 
family where they have a child due to start Nursery in September 2026. Eligible children 
will have birth dates between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2023.  
 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 
 
Kindest regards  
 
Rouane Mendel  
Headteacher 
 
 

 
Recommended Books of the Week 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Nursery:  This week in Nursery, the children have continued to 
learn about animals that live under the sea. The children have 
begun to learn facts about several sea creatures such as an 
octopus. Ammar recalled, “They eat crabs and fish.” The 
children created beautiful paintings of ‘The Rainbow Fish.’ 
These will be proudly displayed in Ladybird class very soon.  
 

In expressive arts and design, the children created 
their own star fish using air drying clay. Firstly, 
they rolled the clay flat and used a star cutter. 
Then, they pinched the points to create the arms of the starfish before 
using mark making tools to add detail and pattern. The children also 
enjoyed creating their own jelly fish and a variety of creative and fine 
motor activities linked to ‘under the sea’.  

 
In phonics, the children learnt the letter sound /i/ and practised saying ‘insects’, 
‘igloo’, ‘injection’, ‘itchy’ and many more. They also learnt the song, “Inky the 
mouse is my pet. She spilled the ink and got wet. The ink it spread all over the desk. 
/i/ /i/ /i/ Inky’s wet!”, sung to the tune of ‘Hickory Dickory Dock’. 
 
The children were excited to take part in their sponsored Count and Move on 
Wednesday. The Ladybirds did a fantastic job moving and counting in the following 
ways: 

• 1 – Turn around once (count aloud “one”)  
• 2 – Jump in the air twice, counting each jump as they do it  (count 

aloud “one, two”)  
• 3 – Wriggle fingers three times (count aloud “one, two, three”)  
• 4 – Draw four circles in the air (count aloud “one, two, three, four”)  
• 5 – Complete five star jumps (count aloud “one, two, three, four, five”)  
• 6 – Clap six times (count aloud “one, two, three, four, five, six”)  
• 7 – Bend knees seven times (count aloud “one, two, three, four, five, six, 

seven”)  
• 8 – Stretch arms up in the air eight times (count aloud “one, two, three, four, 

five, six, seven, eight”)  
• 9 – Stamp feet nine times (count aloud “one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, 

eight, nine”)  
• 10 – Stretch out and curl up fingers to make star shapes ten times (count 

aloud “one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten”)  
The Ladybirds proudly took home their certificates to celebrate their achievements. 
Well done, Ladybirds! 
  
Next week, the children will listen to the story of ‘The Clumsy Crab’ by Ruth 
Galloway and participate in a range of activities linked to the story. In phonics, the 
children will learn the letter sound /n/. 
 

Stars of the week 
 

Ladybird Class 
Isabella for fabulous writing during her play.  

Winnie for coming into Nursery all day ready to learn and play.  
Cece for a beautiful painting of ‘The Rainbow Fish.’ 

Lottie B for a wonderful painting of ‘The Rainbow Fish.’ 
Ethan for fantastic participation in messy play activities.  

 
 
 
 



 
Reception:  This week, the children participated in Big Write.  They watched and 
listened to the story of ‘The Tiny Seed’ by Eric Carle and told each other what they 
know about plants. Over the course of the week, each child has put together a 
fantastic piece of work linked to the story. First, they used paper to create a flower 
in the style of Eric Carle’s illustrations from the story. When making his flower, 
Billy in Snowy Owl class said, “I liked sticking the petals on the flower.” Next, the 
children labelled parts of the flower and finally, wrote facts about seeds and plants. 
When Andrew in Barn Owl class was writing his factual sentence, he wrote, “You 
plant the seeds, and you water them to make them grow.”  
 
The children acted out the story of ‘The Tiny Seed’ accompanied by a range of yoga 
poses. Some children found the flamingo pose particularly challenging to do! Here is 
the link for the story of ‘The Tiny Seed’ with yoga poses: Yoga Read Aloud: The Tiny 
Seed 
 
In mathematics, the children created new shapes using right angled triangles. They 
had to create and discover new shapes by rotating or turning the shapes over and 
placing them side by side. 
 
In expressive arts and design, the children began to create a 3D windmill. They used 
sponges to print artwork to represent bricks, which they will use to create their 
structure.  
 

Yesterday and today, the children had the most 
wonderful time participating in the Reception 
Sponsored Scooter ride. They were all extremely 
excited and could not wait to have their turn. Thank 
you to everyone who has handed in their child’s 
sponsor money. Your generous donations are very 
much appreciated. 
 

The Musician of the Month is the rock band, Queen. When stating facts about their 
music, Ollie in Barn Owl class excitedly exclaimed, “They sang ‘We are the trophy!’” 
 
Next week in mathematics, the children will sort 2D and 3D shapes according to 
their chosen criteria and in expressive arts and design the children will complete 
their 3D windmill.  
 

Stars of the Week 
 

Snowy Owl Class 
Freya for writing a fantastic sentence about what seeds need to help them grow. 
Roman for identifying initial sounds of words when labelling parts of a plant. 

 
Tawny Owl Class 

Jana for incredible independent labelling of a flower. 
Ava for always showing the five signs of learning when on the carpet. 

 
Barn Owl Class 

Macy for excellent yoga poses when acting out the story of ‘The Tiny Seed’. 
Dominik for writing two brilliant factual sentences about plants. 

Aiden for persevering when making a bag for ‘The Little Red Hen’. 
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Year 1:  Congratulations to the Year 1 children for delivering their sponsored ‘Good 
Morning’ greetings in five different languages. They were very proud of themselves! 
Thank you for supporting your child in this endeavour. Thank you also for coming to 
Stay and Read. It creates such a lovely celebratory buzz of reading! 
 
In English this week, the children wrote instructions for planting a sunflower, 
remembering to use a ‘bossy verb’, as well as capital letters, full stops and finger 
spaces. They practised reading alien words in phonics. The story of the week was 
‘Burglar Bill’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. The children loved predicting what would 
happen next. Evie in Walker Bear class remembered hearing the story in Reception. 
 
The children started a new unit of learning all about fractions in mathematics. The 
focus was on halves and quarters. They learnt that the key thing for success is to make 
or see two equal groups or four equal groups.  
 
In science, the children learnt to identify some common wild plants. In PSHCE, they 
considered how they can be their own best friend. They had fun in art and design, 
trying out techniques including collage, painting, printing, and drawing to depict 
sunflowers. They were inspired by the famous painting ‘Sunflowers’ by Vincent Van 
Gogh.  
 

Next week is Big Write week, when the children will become authors of their own 
imaginative story. They will continue to learn about halves and quarters in 
mathematics. In science, they will learn about the structure of trees and in art and 
design they will choose their favourite technique to create their final sunflower 
masterpiece.  
 
Instead of a homework sheet, we would like to encourage you to practise sounding 
and blending unfamiliar words and reading silly alien words with your child. Here 
are some suggestions for phonics games. Perhaps you could play one a day with 
your child over the next fortnight: 
 

• Be a phonics detective – see how many examples of one sound you can find.  
• Play a quiz – say a sound, can your child write it?  
• Turn the tables – let your child choose a sound for you to write!  
• Choose a real word that can be sounded out. Write the sounds on individual 

bits of paper and scatter them around the room. Can your child work out 
what your mystery word is by putting the sounds in the right order? 

• Choose a real word that can be sounded out and play ‘hangman’. 
• Speak in code – say words by splitting them up into the sounds. 
• Say a sound – can your child find three things in the house with that sound? 

 
Stars of the week 

 
Big Cat Class 

Archie for making a wonderful fairy garden in Forest School. 
Chloe for writing a fantastic set of instructions. 

 
Red Fox Class 

Archer for super guided reading, recalling and answering questions about the book. 
George K for super instruction writing. 

Freya for fantastic PE, listening and moving to the beat in dance. 
 

Walker Bear Class 
Darcey for using a clear voice to present to the class in speaking and listening. 

Cody for using phonics to help write planting instructions. 
 



   
Year 2:  What a fantastic week for the Year 2 children! On 
Wednesday, they were treated to one of the highlights of 
our school year – the Great Fire of London workshop, led by 
History Off the Page. The children were transported back to 
1666 to experience life in London at that time. In the first 
part of the workshop, the children tried their hand at 
different jobs, including weaving, sewing, ink making, and 
candle making. They helped to be ratcatchers and 
apothecaries in the bustling London streets. In the second 
part of the workshop, the children learnt about the impact of the fire and became 
archaeologists, searching in the rubble for clues to work out who had lived in the 
area and what their life may have been like.  
 

The children had a wonderful time, and it was lovely to see them 
dressed up in role for the day. Workshops like this really bring 
learning to life for the children. Evie said, “I took part by ringing the 
bell to collect money”. Mila commented, “I wrote my name on 
leather, and it was really fun!” while Irina said, “I liked the part 
where I made my perfume as there were lots of different smelling 
flowers.” Thank you to the parent volunteers who helped to make 

the day a success.  
 
Following the workshop, the children learnt more about the Great Fire of London, 
sequencing the events of the fire and discovering how we know what happened. They 
also considered what life must have been like after the fire and the impact it had on 
the people of London. In mathematics, the children began to learn about fractions. 
They were introduced to parts and wholes and practised recognising equal and 
unequal parts. They learnt to recognise and find halves of shapes and amounts. 
 
In art and design, the children used pastels and card silhouettes to create pictures of 
the London skyline during the Great Fire. In design and technology, they learnt what 
houses were made from in 1666 and designed their own house. 
 
Next week is Big Write week, the theme of which is a surprise.  In mathematics, the 
children will continue to learn about fractions, exploring quarters and thirds of 
shapes and amounts. In design and technology, they will create houses to recreate a 
street during the Great Fire of London. If you haven’t already done so, please can 
you send in two small boxes, no bigger than 30cm. 
 
We would like to say a big ‘WELL DONE!’ to all the Year 2 children for their hard 
work to learn the colours in Spanish. Thank you to everyone who sponsored them. 
Please return sponsorship money to your child’s class teacher by Thursday 21st May.  

 
Stars of the Week 

 
Pelican Class: 

Ayla for always having a go at the challenge work. 
Luca for superb listening throughout the Great Fire of London workshop. 

Jacob for always being an excellent role model for good listening, kindness and 
working hard. 

 
Penguin Class: 

Olaf for great historical knowledge about the Great Fire of London. 
Dominic for a fantastic timeline sequencing the events of the Great Fire of London. 

 
Puffin Class: 

All of Puffin class for excellent participation in the Great Fire of London workshop. 



 

 

 
  



 
SUMMER TERM EVENTS 

 
Event Date Time 
BIG WRITE WEEK W/C 18/05/26  
Buddha’s birthday assembly in school – pupils only W/C 18/05/26  
HALF TERM Monday 25/05/26 to Friday 29/05/26 
INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED 01/06/26  
WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK / MATHS WEEK W/C 01/06/26  
Children return to school Tuesday 02/06/26  
Nursery Tour for prospective parents Thursday 04/06/26 4.30pm-5.30pm 
Non-Uniform Day – Tombola / £1 Donation for FROG Friday 05/06/26  
Phonics Screening Check week W/C 08/06/26  
Reception Summer Concert – Barn Owl class Tuesday 09/06/26 9.15am 
Reception Summer Concert – Snowy Owl class Thursday 11/06/26 9.15am 
Reception Summer Concert – Tawny Owl class Friday 12/06/26 9.15am 
Nursery closed to all current children Friday 12/06/26  
MONEY WEEK W/C 15/06/26  
INCo/Attendance Coffee Morning Tuesday 16/06/26 8.50am-9.30am 
Whole School Open Evening and Book Fair Thursday 18/06/26 5.00pm-6.30pm 
Father’s Day Sunday 21/06/26  
Welcome to Reception talk for parents/carers  Tuesday 23/06/26 5.00pm-5.45pm 
Year 1 Summer Concert – Big Cat class Tuesday 23/06/26 2.30pm 
Year 1 Summer Concert – Walker Bear class Thursday 25/06/26 1.30pm 
Year 1 Summer Concert – Red Fox class Thursday 25/06/26 2.30pm 
Seaside workshop – Year 1 Friday 26/06/26  
Woburn Safari Park – Year 2 Wednesday 01/07/26  
Ark Farm Animals – Reception  Thursday 02/07/26  
INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSE Friday 03/07/26  
Glow Dance Workshop Monday 06/07/26  
INCo/Attendance Coffee Morning Wednesday 08/07/26 8.50am-9.30am 
Welcome to Nursery talk for parents/carers Wednesday 08/07/26 5:00pm-5:30pm? 
Moving Up Day Thursday 09/07/26  
FROG Summer Fete Thursday 09/07/26 3.30pm  
Nursery Pirate Day Friday 10/07/26  
Rocksteady Concert – by invitation Wednesday 15/07/26 9.30am 
ONE WORLD WEEK W/C 13/07/26  
Sports Day Tuesday 14/07/26  
Chinese Dragon Dance Workshop Thursday 16/07/26  
Orca Sports Afternoon Monday 13/07/26  
Rocksteady Concert Wednesday 15/07/26 9.30am 
Reserve Sports Day Monday 20/07/26  
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Penguin class Tuesday 21/07/26 9.15am 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Pelican class Tuesday 21/07/26 10.30am 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Puffin class Tuesday 21/07/26 2.30pm 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Orca class Wednesday 22/07/26  
Class parties Wednesday 22/07/26  
LAST DAY OF TERM Thursday 23/07/26 School closes 1.00pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TERM DATES 2025-26 

Summer Term: Monday 13th April 2026 – Thursday 23rd July 2026 
 

Monday 25th May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

[Half term: Monday 25th May 2026 – Friday 29th May 2026] 
 

Monday 1st June 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 
 

Friday 3rd July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

School finishes on Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 1.00pm 
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TERM DATES 2026-2027 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Autumn Term:  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 – Friday 18th December 2026 
 

Children return to school on Wednesday 2nd September  
 

[Half Term: Monday 26th October 2026 - Friday 30th October 2026] 
 

Monday 2nd November 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Friday 4th December 2026 Occasional Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

School finishes on Friday 18th December 2026 at 1.00pm 
 

[Christmas Holidays: Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027] 
 

Monday 4th January 2027 – INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Spring Term:  Tuesday 5th January 2027 – Thursday 25th March 2027 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 5th January 2027 
 

[Half term: Monday 15th February 2027 – Friday 19th February 2027] 
 

School finishes on Thursday 25th March 2027 at 1.00pm 
 

[Easter Holidays Friday 26th March 2027 – Friday 9th April 2027] 
 

Summer Term: Monday 12th April 2027 – Thursday 22nd July 2027 
 

Children return to school on Monday 12th April 2027 
 

Monday 3rd May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Monday 31st May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

[Half term: Monday 31st May 2027 – Friday 4th June 2027] 
 

Monday 7th June 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Children return to school on Tuesday 8th June 2027 
 
                           Friday 2nd July 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
School finishes on Thursday 22nd July 2027 at 1.00pm 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 


