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CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHIES
TROPHY-BEARING CLASSES WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK

Reception Key stage one
Barn Owl Class 99.3% Puffin Class 97.6%

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE - WELL DONE!
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Dear Parents/Carers,

It has been a fantastic first half of the summer term in school and very busy for
children and staff. The highlight of this week has been Big Write for Years 1 and 2.
Children in Year 1 arrived in school on Monday to discover the Gruffalo had left them
clues and a letter about the disappearance of Mouse. Children in Year 2 discovered
that Paddington Bear had also disappeared! The children had a wonderful time
planning adventure stories explaining where the characters had been and wrote some
incredible pieces. Well done children and a big thank you to Miss Wright, our English
lead, for organising an inspirational week of learning.

Everyone deserves a fabulous half term holiday, and I hope you all have lots of fun as
well as a real rest with your families. We are predicted absolutely glorious weather at
last and I'm sure you’ll all make the most of it.

Do remember that Monday 1** June is an Inset day and that children return to school
on Tuesday 2 June.

Kitchen Inspection: We are delighted to share that following our recent kitchen
inspection our tremendous team have been awarded an amazing 5 Star Food Hygiene
Rating! A huge well done to our wonderful kitchen team! We are so proud of this
Jfantastic achievement.

FROG Bake Sale: Thank you to everyone for their kind donations of cakes and biscuits
and for coming to help support this event. A big thank you to our fabulous FROG
members for their hard work and dedication.

Todd in the Hole Festival: This incredible event is taking place from 3 to 5* July this
year. Our school will perform on Sunday 5 July and we are privileged in being the
ONLY school to perform. We will be sending more information in due course but
please speak to your child’s class teacher as soon as possible to book your child’s
place. It is only to Year 1 and 2 children and all children will be given a free ticket for
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the day plus one free adult ticket. Further tickets can be purchased at a discount and
we will provide you with the code when you confirm your child’s place. Thank you
everyone — it is truly an opportunity not to be missed!

Sports Day: Sports Day will take place on the morning of Tuesday 14" July. More
information will follow nearer the time.

® Reception races will take place from 9.05-10.00am.

o Year 1 races will take place from 10.05-11. 10am.

o Year 2 races will take place from 11.15-12.20am.

Open Evening and Book Fair — Thursday 18" June: We will be holding a whole school
Open Evening on Thursday 18" June from 5.00pm- 6.30pm. The Book Fair will also be
here. This is a wonderful opportunity to come along and visit the whole school including
of course your child’s classroom and also all the classrooms in the year-group

where they’ll be in September.

- Feed Up Warm Up
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Feed Up, Warm Up: Thank you to everyone who donated

groceries. Miss Busby kindly took all donations to the HITCHIN DROP N )

. . massive thank you to everyone who
charity, and we were very proud to be mentioned on the donated this evening, we couldn't do what

/ we do without your continued support '/
Feed UP, Warm UP Facebook page. Guss - Sleeping bags, tent and toiletries.
Marion - Groceries.
¥ Giles Nursery & Infant School -

. o o o Groceries.

Parking and our respectful community: A polite reminder Morrisons - Yvette and Colleagues -
. Mixti f dies.

to all parents and carers to please be considerate of our B oo,

Knead and Desire - Bread.

neighbours during school drop off and pick up times. & Dore - Groceriae.
Hampden Road Residents - Groceries.

Please avoid blocking driveways, parking on pavements, or Everione wh donaied games.

stopping in areas that may cause obstruction. Our Lady's Church for their continued
support.

» Our wonderful volunteers who make a
.. R . difference to our guests every week.
Parent Governor: If anyone is interested in applying for Thank you.

this position, please speak to Mrs Mendel or email her on:
head@gqilesinfants.herts.sch.uk.

Nursery closed on Friday 12* June: The Nursery will be closed to current pupils on
Friday 12* June. This is to allow the children who will be joining us in September 2026
an opportunity to visit with their parents. Apologies for any inconvenience and thank
you for your understanding.

Transition from our Nursery to Reception September 2026: For children who currently
attend our Nursery and will be joining our Reception in September 2026, we will be
holding a stay-and-play session after school on Tuesday 16" June from 3.45-4.30pm and
we ask that you please attend. Further information and key dates will be sent to you
soon.

Nursery school places for September 2026: There are a few places available in our
Nursery Class from September 2026; if you would like to visit, please contact the school
Jfor an appointment. We ask our families to share this information with friends and
Sfamily where they have a child due to start Nursery in September 2026. Eligible children
will have birth dates between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2025.

I hope you all have a peaceful, lovely half-term break with your families and we look
forward to seeing you again on Tuesday 2 June.

Kindest regards

Rouane Mendel
Headteacher
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Recommended Books of the Week

Books for adults

Books for children “T love all of Terry Pratchett’s books. He's a very

clever writer, highlighting unfairness and prejudice
through the lens of imaginary worlds. Nightwarch
is based on the historical guilds of London and has
some amazing characters. I love the creativity of a
whole new world!

“My favourite book is 7he Saail and the
Whale by Julia Donaldson. It's my favourite
because I like whales!”

Harrison, Big Cat Class

Mrs Beardsall, Orca Class Teacher
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Nursery: This week in Nursery, the children have continued to learn about the
animals that live under the sea. The children have been playing ‘guess who’ when
listening to clues given to describe a certain sea creature. The Ladybird children have
been fantastic at listening and using their knowledge of sea creatures to identify a
Jellyfish, shark, crab and starfish. Jared proudly shared, “starfishes arms grow back
you know.”

In expressive arts and design, the children created their own ‘under the sea’
paintings using a variety of materials. They included sea creatures such as sea
horses, sharks, puffer fish and crabs in their work. Isaac was proud to show his
crab picture, saying, “I gave them faces, look. Crabs walk sideways.”

In physical development, the children participated in a fantastic ‘under the sea’ yoga
session. They quietly wiggled into a tunnel to find a seahorse, battled pirates and
looked for treasure. Whilst on the adventure, they showed fantastic control and
balance holding ‘dolphin’ and ‘crab’ pose.

In phonics, the children learnt the letter sound /n/ and practised saying ‘nose’, ‘net’,
‘newt’, ‘nail’ and many more. They also learnt the song, ‘Hear the aeroplane, nnn,
hear the aeroplane, nnn, hear the aeroplane, nnn, making lots of noise.’

After the half term break, the
children will be taking part in
Maths Week. They will measure

sea creatures using non-standard  Around to my A downward Half a heart Around the tree,
. . left to find my stroke, my says ‘I love around the tree,
units, explore capacity and

hero, back to that's fun. Now you." Add a line. now I've
Pract[seform[ng numerals us[ng the top, T've I've made the Now I've made made the
made a zero. number one. the number two. number three.

number poems to help them.
Important dates coming up in Ladybird Class:

e Friday 12* June - Nursery closed to current children to allow for our new
children to visit

o Thursday 16" June - School open evening and book fair (5:00pm-6:30pm)

o Tuesday 16" June — Stay and play session for children moving to Reception in
September (3:45pm-4:30pm)

o Tuesday 23" 4 June — Welcome to Reception Parents talk (5pm-5:45pm)

o Friday 3 4 July — Inset day — school closed

e Friday 100 July - Pirate Da_q (morning slot and an afternoon slot available)

The Nursery team would like to thank you all for your continued support. We wish
you all a restful and wonderful half term break. See you on Tuesday 2** June.

Stars of the week:
Ladybird Class

Felix for wonderful cutting skills.
Gabriella for fantastic focusing during a yoga session.
Ammar for learning lots of amazing facts about ‘under the sea’ creatures.
Emilija for remembering so many wonderful sea creature facts.




Reception: This week, the children looked at how a windmill operates. When
discussing what they already knew about windmills, Aiden in Barn Owl class said,
“Windmills make electricity.” In expressive arts and design, the children used a
cylindrical tube to create a 3D windmill. They used a bradawl to pierce a hole
through the cross of their windmill sails to enable them to attach them to the
windmill tower. The children cut out a door and window from coloured paper and
finished off by topping it with a cone shaped roof. To support their learning, they
watched two short videos of how a windmill operates:

Monkey Amazing Adventure: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDelzpZMYfk

A Dutch working windmill: https://www.youtube.com/watchv=7 xdmzvCSw8

In mathematics, the children sorted 2D and 3D shapes according to their chosen
criteria. For example, sorting according to colour. When sorting shapes, Bertie in
Barn Owl class said, “I've sorted little with little and big with big.”

This half term in PE, the children have pretended to be different modes of transport.
This week they moved around the hall imagining to be a train. When Snowy Owls
had finished their PE lesson, Josiah said, “I loved that lesson!”

After the half term break, the children will participate in Maths Week focusing on
number bonds to ten. They will create calculations totalling ten using a special
numbered rainbow and create number bonds using fingers on a pair of hands.

In addition, the children will be busy practising for their class assembly in
preparation for presenting them the following week.

The Reception assemblies are as follows:
e Barn Owl class on Tuesday 9" June at 9. 15am
e Snowy Owl class on Thursday 11" June at 9.15am
e Tawny Owl class on Friday 12* June at 9.15am

If your child is in Barn Owl class, they will need to bring in a named baseball cap
for their assembly on Tuesday 9" June as a prop for one of the songs.

Stars of the Week

Snowy Owl Class
Hendrix for sitting on the carpet and joining in with learning time.
Zainab for making a wonderful windmill.

Tawny Owls Class
Haadi for fantastic letter formation in Phonics.
Xach for amazing sorting of 3D shapes by his own criteria.

Barn Owls Class
Rylie for working independently to create a 3D windmill.
Myles for working independently to create a 3D windmill.
Hallie for being able to sort shapes according to own criteria.
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Year 1: This has been the most fabulously creative and
imaginative Big Write week! The Year 1 children were
astonished on Monday to discover that the Gruffalo had left
them clues and a letter about the disappearance of Mouse. They
promptly set about ensuring that Mouse would have a story to
appear in! The children considered carefully where Mouse might
have gone, who Mouse might have met, and what happened.
They wrote their own story for Mouse, taking care to remember
to use their best handwriting, sentence punctuation, finger
spaces and adjectives. The Walker Bear children delighted in
doing their very best to terrify Mrs Dalton with tales of haunted locations,
abandoned places and creepy characters. Well done Year 1 and thank you to Miss
Wright for such an inspired writing hook!

Little bro
out of this world

The children started to learn about position and direction in mathematics. They
practised turning objects through quarter, half, three-quarter and full turns. They
learnt an easy way to remember to identify left and right, by making an L shape
with their thumb and forefinger on their left hand.

In art and design, the children made beautiful masterpieces of sunflowers. They
looked at their experiments with collage, painting and printing from last week,
before deciding how they would make their final artwork. The results really are
wonderful.

In science, the children looked at the structure of trees and labelled parts of a tree.

We look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Tuesday 2** June, for
an exciting Maths Week! There will be no Forest School in the first week back. The
children will begin their new cross-curricular topic all about the coast and seaside. In
mathematics, they will be learning about place value within 100. If you would like
to support your child to feel ready, please practise identifying tens and ones in a
two-digit number, counting to 100 and backwards from 100, and counting in tens.

Please remember that the week beginning Monday 8" June is the national phonics
screening week. Please avoid absence during that week if at all possible. Please
encourage your child to keep reading through the holiday and playing some of the
phonics games we suggested last week.

We hope you all have a wonderful bank holiday and half term week.

Stars of the week:

Big Cat Class
Alfie J for fantastic striking and fielding skills in PE.

Mina for wonderful leaf printing in Forest School.

Red Fox Class
Adalyne for a beautiful sunflower picture.
Myles for sharing amazing facts about trees.
Teddie for fantastic independent writing.

Woalker Bear Class
Henry O for demonstrating super readiness and focus for learning.
Jamie for working hard to plan a fantastic story for Mouse.




Year 2: It has been a fantastic Big Write week in Year 2. On
Monday, the children discovered that Paddington Bear had
gone missing! They used their wonderful imaginations to
think of places that Paddington may have visited, and the
adventures he had. The children created adventure story
plans before writing exciting adventure stories. We are so
impressed with their independent writing and how much
progress they have made this year. Well done, Year 2!

In mathematics, the children continued to learn about
fractions. They learnt how to recognise and find quarters and
thirds of shapes and amounts. They also learnt how to find
the whole when given a fraction of an amount. For example, if the whole has been
split into two equal parts (halves) and each part contains three, then the whole is
six.

Following last week’s Great Fire of London workshop, the children made houses like
those in London in 1666. They used two cardboard boxes and decorated paper to
show what they have learnt about the houses at that time and how their design
intensified the spread of the fire. In art and design, the children looked at Claude
Monet’s ‘Water Lilies’ series of oil paintings before creating their own version with
crayons and watercolours. In science, they explored living things in local habitats
and how they depend on each other.

After half term, the Year 2 children will continue their Nature Detectives topic. In
English, they will learn to extend a story, using ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver
Jeffers as a stimulus for their writing. In mathematics, they will continue to learn
about fractions and learn to tell the time. In science, the children will investigate
different food chains. They will use Purple Mash to create digital artwork, and they
will learn about rhythm in music. The children will begin a new PSHCE topic,
Changing Me, where they will learn about growing from young to old and think
about how they have changed since they were born. They will learn the physical
differences between boys and girls, learn to use the correct names for the parts of the
body and know that some parts of their body are private. If you have any questions
or concerns about this element of our curriculum, please do not hesitate to speak
with your child’s class teacher.

We wish you all a wonderful half term break and look forward to seeing you on
Tuesday 2* June.

Stars of the Week

Pelican Class:
Eva for writing a wonderful adventure story for Big Write.
Sophie for showing confidence in mathematics all week.

Penguin Class:
Oscar for excellent explanations about how he found an answer in mathematics.
Emmie for a fantastic story mountain plan about Paddington’s adventure.

Puffin Class:

Harrie for demonstrating a positive attitude to learning and marvellous manners.
Shaineha for making excellent progress with reading.
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SUMMER TERM EVENTS

Event

Date

‘ Time

HALF TERM

Monday 25/05/26 to Friday 29/05/26

INSET DAY — SCHOOL CLOSED

01/06/26

WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK /| MATHS WEEK

W/IC 01/06/26

Children return to school

Tuesday 02/06/26

Nursery Tour for prospective parents Thursday 04/06/26 4.30pm-5.30pm
Non-Uniform Day — Tombola / £1 Donation for FROG Friday 05/06/26

Phonics Screening Check week W/C 08/06/26

Reception Summer Concert — Barn Owl class Tuesday 09/06/26 9.15am
Reception Summer Concert — Snowy Owl class Thursday 11/06/26 9.15am
Reception Summer Concert — Tawny Owl class Friday 12/06/26 9.15am

Nursery closed to all current children

Friday 12/06/26

MONEY WEEK

W/C 15/06/26

INCo/Attendance Coffee Morning

Tuesday 16/06/26

8.50am-9.30am

Whole School Open Evening and Book Fair

Thursday 18/06/26

5.00pm-6.30pm

Father’s Day

Sunday 21/06/26

Welcome to Reception talk for parents/carers

Tuesday 23/06/26

5.00pm-5.45pm

Year 1 Summer Concert — Big Cat class Tuesday 23/06/26 2.30pm
Year 1 Summer Concert — Walker Bear class Thursday 25/06/26 1.30pm
Year 1 Summer Concert — Red Fox class Thursday 25/06/26 2.30pm

Seaside workshop — Year 1

Friday 26/06/26

Woburn Safari Park — Year 2

Wednesday 01/07/26

Ark Farm Animals — Reception

Thursday 02/07/26

INSET DAY — SCHOOL CLOSE

Friday 03/07/26

Glow Dance Workshop

Monday 06/07/26

INCo/Attendance Coffee Morning

Wednesday 08/07/26

8.50am-9.30am

Welcome to Nursery talk for parents/carers

Wednesday 08/07/26

5:00pm-5:30pm?

Moving Up Day

Thursday 09/07/26

FROG Summer Fete Thursday 09/07/26 3.30pm
Nursery Pirate Day Friday 10/07/26

Rocksteady Concert — by invitation Wednesday 15/07/26 9.30am
ONE WORLD WEEK W/C 13/07/26

Sports Day Tuesday 14/07/26

Chinese Dragon Dance Workshop Thursday 16/07/26

Orca Sports Afternoon Monday 13/07/26

Rocksteady Concert Wednesday 15/07/26 9.30am
Reserve Sports Day Monday 20/07/26

Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly — Penquin class Tuesday 21/07/26 9.15am
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly — Pelican class Tuesday 21/07/26 10.30am
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly — Puffin class Tuesday 21/07/26 2.30pm

Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly — Orca class

Wednesday 22/07/26

Class parties

Wednesday 22/07/26

LAST DAY OF TERM

Thursday 23/07/26

School closes 1.00pm




TERM DATES 2025-26

Summer Term: Monday 13" April 2026 - Thursday 23 July 2026
Monday 25" May 2026 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
[Half term: Monday 25" May 2026 - Friday 29" May 2026]
Monday 1st June 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Children return to school on Tuesday 2** June 2026
Friday 3 July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED

School finishes on Thursday 23 d July 2026 at 1.00pm
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TERM DATES 2026-2027

Tuesday 1°* September 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Wednesday i September 2026 INSET day SCHOOL CLOSED

Autumn Term: Thursday 3 September 2026 - Friday 18" December 2026
Children return to school on Thursday 3rd September 2026
[Half Term: Monday 26" October 2026 - Friday 30" October 2026]
Children return to school on Monday 2* November 2026
Friday 4" December 2026 Occasional Day SCHOOL CLOSED
School finishes on Friday 18" December 2026 at 1.00pm
[Christmas Holidays: Monday 21°* December 2026 — Friday 1** January 2027]
Monday 4" January 2027 — INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Spring Term: Tuesday 5" January 2027 — Thursday 25th March 2027
Children return to school on Tuesday 5" January 2027
[Half term: Monday 15" February 2027 - Friday 19" February 2027]
School finishes on Thursday 25" March 2027 at 1.00pm
[Easter Holidays Friday 26" March 2027 - Friday 9" April 2027]
Summer Term: Monday 12* April 2027 - Thursday 22" July 2027
Children return to school on Monday 12* April 2027
Monday 3“ May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 31°* May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
[Half term: Monday 31" May 2027 — Friday 4" June 2027]
Monday 7* June 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED
Children return to school on Tuesday 8" June 2027
Friday 2nd July 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED

School finishes on Thursday 220 July 2027 at 1.00pm
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