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CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHIES 
TROPHY-BEARING CLASSES WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK 

 
Reception 

Snowy Owl Class - 99% 
 

Key stage one 
Puffin Class - 97.4% 

 
FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE – WELL DONE! 

 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
The children have come back after a half-term with stunningly glorious weather and they 
all seem thoroughly refreshed and recharged.  I hope you all enjoyed the beautiful 
sunshine as much as we did. 
 
Our first week back has been a marvellous Maths Week and the children were astounded 
on Tuesday morning to receive a special video message from Captain Digit at Maths 
Headquarters, appealing for the help of Giles Nursery and Infants’ School. 
Unfortunately, all her work was stolen by a supervillain on Monday night. Each day this 
week, she sent the children a different challenge that she had been investigating. The 
children worked in teams throughout the school to apply all their best mathematical and 
analytical skills to the task of helping her to recover the solutions. Captain Digit shared 
with the children a new clue each day that had been left behind by the somewhat 
careless supervillain for them to figure out who the treacherous individual was!  
 
On Friday, all was resolved - the top-secret maths problems were restored to Captain 
Digit with their solutions and the supervillain was revealed - Gru! The children were 
rewarded for their efforts with a viewing of ‘Minions - the Rise of Gru’. On Thursday, 
Professor Brainwave came to school and ran fascinating practical workshops throughout 
the day for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children. After school there was an opportunity 
for parents and children to flex their mathematical skills with Professor Brainwave's 
challenges. Thank you to Mrs Peace and Mrs Dalton, our inspirational maths leaders,  
for creating a truly inspirational and engaging Maths Week. Thank you also to Professor 
Brainwave from Brainwave Education. 
 
Next week is going to be tremendously busy and exciting as children will engage in 
Planting Week. It is national Phonics Screening Check week and all children in Year 1 
will be taking part in this statutory assessment, as well as some Year 2 children. 
 
The Reception classes have been busy this week preparing for their summer concerts – 
prepare to be thoroughly impressed! Timings are: 
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• Barn Owl Concert - Tuesday 9th June at 9.15am  
• Snowy Owl Concert - Thursday 11th June at 9.15am  
• Tawny Owl Concert - Friday 12th June at 9.15am  

 
Sponsorship Donations:  We want to thank everyone for their unbelievably generous 
sponsorship donations. We have collated everything and it came to a grand total 
of £2,845.00. This is a simply fabulous amount and we shall be thinking about ways to 
spend this to benefit children most. The breakdown is as follows: 
  
Nursery £279.00 
Reception £1491.46 
Year 1 £549.54 
Year 2 £525.00 
 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts – you are amazing parents, carers and families.   
 
Non-uniform/Dress Down Day:  Our fantastic Friends and Relatives of Giles (FROG) are 
preparing for our summer fete. Thank you to everyone who brought tombola gifts or a £1 
donation today to support this effort. The children looked wonderful and it was a super 
end to a terrific first week back.  
  
Value of the month:  Our value of the month for June is humour. Humour can help us 
face each day with a positive attitude. Enjoying a joke and making sure we laugh each 
day is good for the soul and makes our school a happy place to be!  
  
Todd in the Hole Festival:  Children in Years 1 and 2 should have received a separate 
letter about this event earlier this week. This incredible event is taking place from 3rd 
to 5th July this year. Our school will perform on Sunday 5th July and we are privileged 
in being the ONLY school to perform. We will be sending more information in due 
course but please speak to your child’s class teacher as soon as possible to book your 
child’s place. It is only to Year 1 and 2 children and all children will be given a free 
ticket for the day plus one free adult ticket. Further tickets can be purchased at a 
discount and we will provide you with the code when you confirm your child’s place. 
Thank you everyone – it is truly an opportunity not to be missed! 
  
Sports Day:  Sports Day will take place on the morning of Tuesday 14th July. More 
information will follow nearer the time.  

• Reception races will take place from 9.05-10.00am.  
• Year 1 races will take place from 10.05-11.10am. 
• Year 2 races will take place from 11.15-12.20am. 

  
Open Evening and Book Fair – Thursday 18th June:  We will be holding a whole school 
Open Evening on Thursday 18th June from 5.00-6.30pm.  The Book Fair will also be 
here. This is a wonderful opportunity to come along and visit the whole school including 
of course your child’s classroom and also all the classrooms in the year-group 
where they’ll be in September. 
 
Parent Governor:  If anyone is interested in applying for this position, please speak to 
Mrs Mendel or email her on: head@gilesinfants.herts.sch.uk.  
 
Nursery closed on Friday 12th June:  The Nursery will be closed to current pupils on 
Friday 12th June. This is to allow the children who will be joining us in September 2026 
an opportunity to visit with their parents. Apologies for any inconvenience and thank 
you for your understanding. 
 
Transition from our Nursery to Reception September 2026:  For children who currently 
attend our Nursery and will be joining our Reception in September 2026, we will be 
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holding a stay-and-play session after school on Tuesday 16thJune from 3.45-4.30pm and 
we ask that you please attend. Further information and key dates will be sent to you 
soon. 
 
Nursery school places for September 2026:  There are a few places available in our 
Nursery Class from September 2026; if you would like to visit, please contact the school 
for an appointment. We ask our families to share this information with friends and 
family where they have a child due to start Nursery in September 2026. Eligible children 
will have birth dates between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2023.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend, everyone! 
 
Kindest regards  
 
Rouane Mendel  
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommended Books of the Week 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Nursery:  The children have settled wonderfully this week and 
have been excited to take part in Maths Week, learning all 
about measuring. The children began the week exploring how 
to measure their peers using nonstandard units; for example, 
using building blocks and dice to discover how tall their peers 
are. During child-initiated learning time, the children 
measured toys, objects and even the dinosaurs using multilink 
cubes. Each key group then completed their own sunflower 
growth chart, measuring each child and adding their own leaf 
to their group sunflower. Novelle shared, “I am the tallest in 
Star Group!”  
 

The children also explored capacity using 
different types of pasta and a variety of 
containers. Samuel stated, “Look, lots of 
pasta.” Seth proudly shared, “Mine’s full 
up Miss Edwards!”  
 
 In expressive arts and design, the 
children have been creating their own 
number collages using the number poems 

to help them. The Ladybird adults were very proud of the children’s development as 
they used scissors safely and maintained focus throughout the activity. Well done, 
Ladybirds.  
 
Important dates coming up in Ladybird Class: 

• Friday 12th June: Nursery closed to current children to allow for our new 
children to visit. 

• Tuesday 16th June: Stay-and-play session for children moving to Reception in 
September (3.45-4.30pm) 

• Thursday 18th June: School open evening and book fair (5.00-6.30pm) 
• Tuesday 23rd June: Welcome to Reception Parents Talk (5.00-5.45pm) 
• Friday 3rd July: Inset day – school closed 
• Friday 10th July: Pirate Day (morning and afternoon slots available). Please 

come and enjoy this special celebration with your child. Letters will be 
handed out very soon.  

 
Next week, the children will begin learning about the seaside. In phonics, the 
children will consolidate their learning about rhyme playing the game Silly Soup.  
 

Stars of the week: 
 

Ladybird Class 
 

Lottie M for being a kind and caring member of Ladybird Class and such a positive 
role model. 

Xenia for using fantastic mathematical language whilst learning about measure. 
Anthony for his wonderful phonics knowledge, identifying initial sounds. 

Jared for his amazing knowledge of key mathematical terms linked to measure. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Reception:  This week, the children have thoroughly enjoyed participating in a range 
of wonderful activities to celebrate Maths Week. In Reception, the theme for this 
year’s Maths Week was number bonds to ten. Some of the activities the children 
have participated in have been singing a number bond song, calculating how many 
more passengers were needed to fill a minibus up to total ten and finding their 
number bond partner using Numicon.  
 
The children have enjoyed using a numbered rainbow to calculate number bonds to 
ten, writing the calculations and creating number bonds to ten on a pair of hands 
and writing the calculation underneath each pair of hands.  
 
The children have also helped the character Captain Digit solve a range of 
mathematical problems. One problem was linked to shape and when trying to solve 
the Mystery 2D Shape Puzzle, Kaitlin in Snowy Owl class said, “You have to match 
the shapes to solve it.” 
 
In phonics, the children have been introduced to blends. A blend is a combination of 
two or more consonants that are pronounced together while still allowing each 
sound to be heard; for example, ‘nt’ as in ‘tent’ or ‘cr’ as in ‘cress’.  
 
The children have been busy practising for their class assemblies net week and are 
looking forward to showing off their lovely pieces of artwork and singing some 
fantastic songs to you. The Reception assemblies are as follows: 
 

• Barn Owl class on Tuesday 9th June at 9.15am 
• Snowy Owl class on Thursday 11th June at 9.15am 
• Tawny Owl class on Friday 12th June at 9.15am 

 
If your child is in Barn Owl class, they will need to bring in a named baseball cap 
for their assembly on Tuesday 9th June as a prop for one of the songs. 
 
Next week in literacy, the children will write factual sentences about a windmill. In 
mathematics, the children will focus on subtraction, pretending to be pirates stealing 
gold coins from their pirate partner and in understanding the world, the children will 
investigate the school grounds for signs of summer and use iPads to take 
photographs.  
 

Stars of the Week: 
 

Snowy Owl Class 
Caleb for finding different ways to make ten. 

Amelia for finding different ways to make ten. 
 

Tawny Owl Class 
Savannah for amazing writing up of the number bonds to ten. 

Tommy for fantastic listening on the carpet during learning time. 
 

Barn Owl Class 
Teddy for fantastic recognition of number bonds to ten. 
Andrew for excellent knowledge of number bonds to ten. 

 
Value of the month: honesty 

 Snowy Owl Class – Raahi and Muriha 
Tawny Owl Class – Damola 

Barn Owl Class – Amira, Jiyan and Ava 
 

 



 
Year 1:  What an exciting start back to the final 
half term of the year! The children threw 
themselves into Maths Week, intrigued to help 
Captain Digit solve her maths problems and the 
mystery of who stole her top-secret work! They 
worked in small teams to apply their 
mathematical knowledge and used their oracy 
skills of active listening and building on the 
ideas of each other. On Thursday, they enjoyed Professor Brainwave’s maths 
challenge workshops. Well done Year 1! 
 
The children started their new cross-curricular topic all about seashores. They are 
writing their very own non-fiction book. This week, they researched rocky and sandy 
seashores. They learnt that Britain is an island and therefore has a lot of seashore! 
The children compared two coastal environments, Flamborough Head and Walton-
on-the-Naze. The children were very motivated to learn about deciduous and 
evergreen trees in science. In history, they became detectives looking for clues in a 
picture to work out the identity of a famous person. Some children thought that the 
person might be a queen. Next week, they will find out if they were right. The 
children started their new PSHCE topic – Changing Me. The children will learn that 
we all change and grow and move on to new challenges and adventures. This week, 
they looked at lifecycles of butterflies and frogs and discussed how they change and 
grow at different stages of life.  
 
Forest School will take place next week. In other learning, the children will continue 
to learn and write about coastal environments. In mathematics, they will begin 
learning about place value within 100. In PSHCE, the children will discuss how they 
have changed from babies to children and what they can do now. You might enjoy 
looking at some photos with your child and celebrating their personal journey of 
growth.  
 
Next week is the national Phonics Screening Check week. Please avoid absence if at 
all possible. If you would like more information about what to expect next week, 
please use this link to read the slides shared at the Phonics Screening Check talk 
earlier in the year. We will send homework and the new speaking and listening topic 
next Friday. Please continue to play phonic games and reading stories together this 
weekend.  

Stars of the week: 
 

Big Cat Class 
Chayson for writing wonderful sentences about different seashores. 

Autumn for challenging yourself during the maths workshop. 
 

Red Fox Class 
Wolfie for fantastic problem solving in our maths challenge. 

Ariella for writing a super description of a sandy and rocky beach. 
 

Walker Bear Class 
Maxi for wonderful knowledge about islands. 

Teddy for demonstrating a wonderful use of number bonds to solve a subtraction. 
Henry P for working hard in a team to solve puzzles for Maths Week. 

 
Value of the month: honesty 

Big Cat Class – Molly and Rowan 
Red Fox Class – Alfie, Maya and Kiara 
Walker Bear Class – Max and Raffaele 
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Year 2:  It has been a wonderful first week of the final half term of the year, with all 
the Year 2 children returning refreshed and ready to continue their learning. 
 

The children have had a great time solving the three problems that 
Captain Digit sent them as part of Maths Week. Each class solved 
the problems with enthusiasm and used excellent oracy skills to 
work together in pairs, trios or small groups. The children learnt 
how to disagree politely, explain their thinking, and suggest ideas 
to initiate problem solving.   
 

All the children were keen to solve the problems and discover 
the identity of the super villain who stole Captain Digit’s work. 
Ivy in Puffin class shared, “I think the super villain is a 
monkey because monkeys like bananas!” 

 
In English, the children explored the story, ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver Jeffers. 
They created a story map to show the different ways the boy in the story tried to 
catch the star and came up with lots of ideas of how they might catch a star. Their 
ideas were very imaginative and included jumping on a trampoline, using a jet pack 
and bouncing on a pogo stick! 
 
In science, the children learnt about food chains and used pictures of animals to 
create some examples. In music, the children learnt to sing ‘The Sunshine Song’. In 
PSHCE, they explored and recognised lifecycles in nature, including a butterfly, a 
chicken and an oak tree.  
 
Next week, the children will continue to explore the story ‘How to Catch a Star’ by 
Oliver Jeffers. They will write a diary entry as if they were the boy, write a book 
review and plan an extension to the story. In mathematics, they will finish the unit 
of work on fractions and begin a new unit focused on telling the time. 
 
In science, the children will research how to look after a pet. In computing, they will 
look at the artwork of Piet Mondrian and create digital artwork in the same style. 
In PSHCE, they will identify the natural process of growing from young to old and 
understand that this is not something we can control.  
 
Children who did not meet the threshold mark in the phonics screening check at the 
end of Year 1 will take the check again next week. If you have any questions about 
the check, please do not hesitate to speak with your child’s class teacher. 
 

Stars of the Week: 
Pelican class: 

George for fantastic progress with his phonics and reading. 
Hassan for always being so enthusiastic to learn. 

Penguin class: 
Reid for fantastic systematic thinking during Maths Week to solve all the problems. 

Sumayyah for fantastic oracy skills when working in a team and in a pair. 
Puffin Class 

Katherine for showing perseverance with her independent writing in English. 
Oscar M for modelling good oracy skills when working with a talk partner. 

 
Value of the month: honesty 

Pelican class – Ayla-Kaye and Mason 
Penguin class – Afna and Joshua 

Puffin class – Mila, Francesca and James 
 

 



 
SUMMER TERM EVENTS 

 
Event Date Time 
Phonics Screening Check week W/C 08/06/26  
Reception Summer Concert – Barn Owl class Tuesday 09/06/26 9.15am 
Reception Summer Concert – Snowy Owl class Thursday 11/06/26 9.15am 
Reception Summer Concert – Tawny Owl class Friday 12/06/26 9.15am 
Nursery closed to all current children Friday 12/06/26  
MONEY WEEK W/C 15/06/26  
INCo/Attendance Coffee Morning Tuesday 16/06/26 8.50am-9.30am 
Stay-and-play session for children who currently attend our 
Nursery and will be joining our Reception in September 
2026 

Tuesday 16/06/26 3.45pm-4.30pm 

Whole School Open Evening and Book Fair Thursday 18/06/26 5.00pm-6.30pm 
Father’s Day Sunday 21/06/26  
Welcome to Reception talk for parents/carers  Tuesday 23/06/26 5.00pm-5.45pm 
Year 1 Summer Concert – Big Cat class Tuesday 23/06/26 2.30pm 
Year 1 Summer Concert – Walker Bear class Thursday 25/06/26 1.30pm 
Year 1 Summer Concert – Red Fox class Thursday 25/06/26 2.30pm 
Seaside workshop – Year 1 Friday 26/06/26  
Woburn Safari Park – Year 2 Wednesday 01/07/26  
Ark Farm Animals – Reception  Thursday 02/07/26  
INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED Friday 03/07/26  
KS1 performance at Todd in the Hole Festival Sunday 05/07/26  
Glow Dance Workshop Monday 06/07/26  
INCo/Attendance Coffee Morning Wednesday 08/07/26 8.50am-9.30am 
Welcome to Nursery talk for parents/carers Wednesday 08/07/26 5:00pm-5:30pm 
Moving Up Day Thursday 09/07/26  
FROG Summer Fete Thursday 09/07/26 3.30pm  
Nursery Pirate Day Friday 10/07/26  
Rocksteady Concert – by invitation Wednesday 15/07/26 9.30am 
ONE WORLD WEEK W/C 13/07/26  
Sports Day Tuesday 14/07/26  
Chinese Dragon Dance Workshop Thursday 16/07/26  
Orca Sports Afternoon Monday 13/07/26  
Rocksteady Concert Wednesday 15/07/26 9.30am 
Reserve Sports Day Monday 20/07/26  
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Penguin class Tuesday 21/07/26 9.15am 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Pelican class Tuesday 21/07/26 10.30am 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Puffin class Tuesday 21/07/26 2.30pm 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Orca class Wednesday 22/07/26  
Class parties Wednesday 22/07/26  
LAST DAY OF TERM Thursday 23/07/26 School closes 1.00pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TERM DATES 2025-26 

Summer Term: Monday 13th April 2026 – Thursday 23rd July 2026 
 

Friday 3rd July 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

School finishes on Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 1.00pm 
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= 24/25 Pupil Holidays

= Bank and Public Holidays
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TERM DATES 2026-2027 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 INSET day SCHOOL CLOSED  

 
Autumn Term:  Thursday 3rd September 2026 – Friday 18th December 2026 

 
Children return to school on Thursday 3rd September 2026 

 
[Half Term: Monday 26th October 2026 - Friday 30th October 2026] 

 
Children return to school on Monday 2nd November 2026 

 
Friday 4th December 2026 Occasional Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
School finishes on Friday 18th December 2026 at 1.00pm 

 
[Christmas Holidays: Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027] 

 
Monday 4th January 2027 – INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Spring Term:  Tuesday 5th January 2027 – Thursday 25th March 2027 

 
Children return to school on Tuesday 5th January 2027 

 
[Half term: Monday 15th February 2027 – Friday 19th February 2027] 

 
School finishes on Thursday 25th March 2027 at 1.00pm 

 
[Easter Holidays Friday 26th March 2027 – Friday 9th April 2027] 

 
Summer Term: Monday 12th April 2027 – Thursday 22nd July 2027 

 
Children return to school on Monday 12th April 2027 

 
Monday 3rd May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Monday 31st May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
[Half term: Monday 31st May 2027 – Friday 4th June 2027] 

 
Monday 7th June 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Children return to school on Tuesday 8th June 2027 

 
                           Friday 2nd July 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
School finishes on Thursday 22nd July 2027 at 1.00pm 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


