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CLASS ATTENDANCE TROPHIES 

TROPHY-BEARING CLASSES WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Reception 
Barn Owl Class 

93.9% 

Key stage one 
Puffin Class 

98.3% 
FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE – WELL DONE! 

 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
The weather has been glorious, if rather hot, and it has been an action-packed week at 
Giles Nursery and Infants’ School. At the Todd in the Hole music festival on Sunday, 
our children absolutely raised the roof on the main stage. Masses of spectators – 
including the organiser of the event themselves – told me that our school was the star 
of the entire festival. As she came off the stage at the end of the performance, Ayla-
Kaye in Pelican class exclaimed, “This is the best day of my life!” We are all so 
immensely proud of our students and thank you to all the staff who accompanied us. I 
hope all the families who came had a wonderful time. If anyone by any chance took a 
video of the grand finale where our school led from the main stage and was joined by 
all the other choirs standing beneath us, I would be so very grateful if someone could 
kindly email it to me as I’d love to see it! 
 
Moving Up Day yesterday went so beautifully and smoothly and was a testament to all 
the gentle preparatory transition work that the school engages in. Children were all very 
confident and happy in their new classes. 
 
For all the pupils in the school, probably the highlight of the week was our School Fair, 
run by the most fantastic FROG team imaginable. It was an occasion that all our 
pupils and families absolutely revelled in – a truly awesome whole community event.   
 
An event of this kind takes the most enormous 
amount of preparation, and I simply can’t thank 
our FROGs enough. Huge, special thanks go to the 
co-Chairs, Adam Searle and Shelley Ansell and to 
the Treasurer, Alex Brown. You and all your team 
have worked so, so unbelievably hard and you have 
done so much for our school this year. Thank you 
so much. You have been nothing short of incredible. Thank you. And overall, in terms 
of prep and then getting everything sorted on the day – everyone put in so much effort 
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and worked together seamlessly. Thank you so very much. Thank you to our terrific 
parents and additional FROG members. 
 

All those who donated, all those others who helped – 
thank you to everyone who gave so generously to the 
stupendous tombola and the beautiful soft toy prizes. 
Huge thanks also to Mrs Humphrey, who is our teacher 
representative on the FROG team, and to all the teachers 

and staff who pulled out all the stops on the day.  
 
Thank you everyone. It was an event that gave all those who participated so much joy 
– and was a real community-builder. So many, many smiling faces and an incredible 
£818.30 raised for the school. Amazing! 
 
The Grand Finale of this momentous week is today with the beyond fabulous Nursery 
Pirate Day – one of the key events of the year! It’s astonishing how often Year 2 
children in their leavers’ assemblies say that this event was their most memorable and 
loved of their entire time in the school! Our truly tremendous Nursery team work so 
hard to prepare for the day including a vast range of exciting activities. We are so 
very, very grateful to them. What a week!  
 
You can read about this incredible week in more detail in the year-group sections of the 
newsletter – it has certainly been one to remember! 
 
End of Year Attainment:  We are thrilled to be able to share with you our phenomenal 
results in the statutory phonics screening check. 80.9% of our children passed the 
phonics screening check in Year 1, compared to last year’s national average of 80% 
and 92% of our Year 2 children will move to junior school having passed the check.   
 
Summer Fair Poster Competition Winners:  Thank you to all the children who entered 
the competition to design a poster for the FROG Summer Fair. School Council initiated 
the competition and selected the winning posters this week. Congratulations to Lyra in 
Tawny Owl class, Sabin in Walker Bear class, Afna in Penguin class and Ria in Orca 
class! Well done to School Council for thinking carefully about the entries and taking a 
vote on which they felt were most eye-catching, creative and informative. 
 

              
 
Year 1 and Year 2 Enterprise Stalls at Summer Fair:  As part of Money Week, the 
School Council challenged children in Years 1 and 2 to suggest ideas for stalls to help 
raise money for the school. Each class was given £10 to invest. The classes in both year 
groups decided to pool their investment pots and work together. The Year 2 stall had a 
literary theme with special bookmarks decorated by the children. The Year 1 stall sold 
balloons and football themed snap bands. Congratulations to both year groups for 
raising enough money to cover the initial investment and generate additional funds for 
our wonderful FROG.  
 
Well done to the children for making posters to show the prices and decorate the 
stalls, for helping to set up and for assisting with selling the products. Thank you to 



FROG for assisting with space, floats and the initial investment. Thank you to parents 
who were involved in supporting the enterprises, either by helping to provide things to 
sell (Mrs Mabert for inflating many balloons!) or generously allowing your children to 
spend money at the stalls. This was the first time we have run an enterprise project, so 
the success is all the sweeter. Finally, thank you to our School Councillors for a most 
excellent challenge. 
 
The Giles Olympic Torch competition:  This week, all classes enjoyed learning about 
the Olympic games and taking part in a special competition to design a torch to 
represent the school on Sports Day. The children carefully created their designs, and 
we would like to share a huge well done to all of them for their fantastic effort. The 
designs were so hard to choose from because they all looked amazing! We have 
decided on three winners, one from each year group. Congratulations to Evie in Barn 
Owl class, Teddy in Red Fox class and Ivy in Penguin class! The winners will now work 
with Mrs Scantlebury to transform their design into a real torch, which they will 
proudly carry to the field on Sports Day! 
 
Year 2 – Parent View:  We would be so very grateful if you would have the time to go 
to the Ofsted Parent View website. This would be your last gift to our school. We will 
miss you all terribly. There is a link to this on the landing page of our website, or you 
can click on the following link Parent View Ofsted. Parents of children in other year 
groups are also invited to complete this. Very, very many thanks. 
 
End of Universal Free School Meals for children moving to the Junior School in 
September:  As you are probably aware, this benefit is only available to children of 
infant school age. If you are in receipt of benefits, you will need to apply online at 
Hertfordshire County Council for Free School Meal status.  
 
Next week is One World Week and we have some terrific workshops lined up. Children 
will spend the week learning about different countries and cultures. We are so lucky in 
having families from all over the world in our school – 34 different languages are 
spoken. Some parents have offered to come in and read a story in another language, or 
to share information about the culture, music, food etc from a country they have a 
connection with. If you would like to do this, please speak to your child’s class 
teacher. 
 
In the final week of term, we sadly say goodbye to our current Year 2 children, with 
our wonderful leavers’ assemblies.  Families are of course very welcome to attend.  
 

• Tuesday 21st July at 9.15am – Penguin class with Mrs Peace  
• Tuesday 21st July at 10.30am – Pelican class with Mrs Humphrey and Mrs 

Simmons 
• Tuesday 21st July at 2.30 pm – Puffin class with Miss Wright 

 
Class parties will take place in the afternoon of Wednesday 22nd July. Please see your 
class teacher for details on the arrangements for food. Because of allergies in most 
classes, children are asked to bring their own little pack of party food. Children may 
wear party clothes on Wednesday (but we kindly ask that children do not come in 
dressing up outfits such as Superhero outfits etc). 
 
Please note that it’s back to school uniform for Thursday, the last day of this school 
year. School finishes for the term on Thursday 23rd July at 1pm.  Please note, there will 
be no after school club. 

 
Important dates for next week: 

• Whole week is One World Week 
• Monday 13th July – rescheduled Glow Dance Workshop 
• Monday 13th July at 1.30pm – Orca Sports Afternoon 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-meals/Free-school-meals.aspx


• Tuesday 14th July – Sports Day 
• Wednesday 15th July at 9.30am – Rocksteady Concert – by invitation 
• Thursday 16th July – Chinese Dragon Dance Workshop 
• Friday 17th July – Year 1 Seaside Workshop 

 
Sports Day:  Sports Day is on Tuesday 14th July. Please be prepared for cancellation in 
the event of the school field being too wet. We will text or send an email and put a 
message on the school website if a decision to cancel is taken in the morning. The 
reserve date will be Monday 20th July. 

 
• Dress:  Please dress children in their PE kits (polo shirts, shorts and training shoes) 

in the morning. They will need to wear a hat and sunscreen. Please supply your 
child with a water bottle. 
 

• Times of events:  PLEASE NOTE THAT BECAUSE OF THE HEATWAVE, WE ARE 
MAKING CLASS RACES SLIGHTLY SHORTER SO THAT EVENTS ARE FINISHED BY 
11.30AM. 
 
New timings:  

o Reception: 9.05am – 9.45am 
o Year 1: 9.50am – 10.30am 
o Year 2: 10.35am – 11.25am 

 
• Access to school field: At 9.00am, the school caretaker will lock all external gates as 

usual except the Nursery entrance gate which will be kept open all morning. Please 
enter and exit the school premises through this gate. Please enter the sports field by 
walking along the Year 1 playground, then through the field gate. 
 

• Spectator rules:  We’ll be marking off with barrier tape the spectator area which we 
would ask you to stay inside please. We will also have some chairs available.  
 

• Children must stay with their classes and not go with parents, for example, to 
use the toilet.  

• The event should be conducted in the same way as an assembly – families are 
there as spectators and should not approach the children, including at the end 
when they are walking back to class.  

• We did have incursions last year so please be aware that this year I will stop 
the races if any adults come outside of the allocated areas.  
 

I know this is difficult and we understand that you’re very proud of your children but 
this is a big event, and we need to keep all the children safe. This event taking place as 
it does on the sports field outside is the one time in the year when the school is not in 
control of who turns up to watch. We therefore have to make incredibly sure that we 
are keeping a clear gap between spectators and the children. Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation. 
 
Nursery school places for September 2026:  There are a few places available in our 
Nursery Class from September 2026; if you would like to visit, please contact the school 
for an appointment. We ask our families to share this information with friends and 
family where they have a child due to start Nursery in September 2026. Eligible children 
will have birth dates between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2023.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend, everyone! 
 
Kindest regards  
Rouane Mendel  
Headteacher 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Nursery:  This week, the children continued to count down to Pirate Day. They 
listened to lots of pirate stories and loved singing pirate songs with their friends. 
The children made bunting to decorate the Nursery and even created their very own 
pirates using their fabulous cutting skills to dress them with hats, t-shirts, shorts 
and bandanas.   
  
In physical development, the children enjoyed pretending to ‘walk the plank’ in the 
garden with their friends. They loved taking part in a Cosmic Yoga session and 
thoroughly enjoyed an adventure with ‘Popcorn the Dolphin’. Each group were 
excited to hold their hands together, move up and down and click like a dolphin as 
they swam to the smuggler’s cave to find the treasure.  
  
In phonics, the children revisited the letter sounds they have learnt this year. They 
confidently shared objects that started with the sounds /s/, /a/, /t/, /p/, /i/ and /n/. 
The children consolidated their understanding of alliteration and thought of two or 
more words that start with the same sound.    
  
The children went to visit their Reception classes on Thursday and did incredibly 
well adjusting to the change of spending time in their new classes and meeting their 
new adults.   
 
On Friday, everyone had a fantastic time at Pirate Day! The children were eager to 
get involved with the pirate themed activities and looked amazing in their pirate 
costumes. They all went home with a wonderful collection of art and craft activities, 
including treasure maps, medallions, parrots, pirate hats and telescopes. The children 
sailed the seven seas in the pirate ship and bravely walked the plank! They 
decorated and ate a biscuit and even took some popcorn home too! It was a 
wonderful day enjoyed by everyone. Thank you to all the parents and carers for 
braving the heat! 
    

          
   
Next week, the children will have lots of fun preparing for their summer break and   
enjoying time in Nursery with all their friends. Please can we ask for all library 
books to be returned on Monday.    
 

Stars of the week: 
 

Ladybird Class 
 

Isla for always being super sensible and a kind friend. 
Raphael for his brilliant construction building this week. 

Lolo for her amazing concentration and focus during group times. 
Isaac L for his wonderful careful cutting skills this week. 

Mivaan for always being such a kind friend in Ladybird Class. 
 



 
Reception:  This week in understanding the world, the 
children found out how the harvesting of wheat has changed 
over the years and created a pictorial timeline. They 
watched a man using a scythe, a film clip from 1938 of a 
combine harvester being pulled by at least a dozen horses 
and a film of a modern combine harvester cutting the crops 
and dispensing the wheat into a tractor trailer. During child-
initiated learning, Ben in Barn Owl class made a combine 
harvester using Duplo and when showing his model, he said, 
“This green bit is the arm where the wheat comes out and 
fills the trailer that’s attached to the tractor.” 
 
In a second understanding the world activity, the children ventured outside and used 
fine brushes to paint a tree in summer bloom. The children’s ‘Seasons’ book is now 
complete and will be passed on to their Year 1 teacher.  
 
In mathematics, the children used wooden blocks to create mazes for their partner to 
solve. They loved watching the story ‘The Secret Path’ by Nick Butterworth, where 
Percy the Park Keeper and his animals friends get lost in the park maze but are 
rescued by a hedgehog. Each child enjoyed the challenge of taking a small world 
character through their partner’s maze to find a gold coin.  
 
The children thoroughly enjoyed making a sandwich and choosing a filling of their 
choice. They were able to choose from honey, strawberry jam, or cheese spread. The 
children followed a set of instructions with the final instruction of eating their 
sandwich!  
 
Next week in literacy, the children will be writing sentences about what actions they 
can do in PE. In understanding the world, the children will listen to the story 
‘Noah’s Ark’ and use the app Sketchbook on the iPad to create a rainbow. They will 
also make a rainbow using half a paper plate. The children will make a class book of 
Noah’s Ark which will be displayed in their Year 1 class for them to read at any 
time.  
 
Next week, we will be collecting library books in. Please would you make sure any 
library books your child has borrowed are in their book bag for us to collect.  
 

Stars of the Week: 
 

Snowy Owl Class 
Summer for following instructions to make a sandwich. 

Reggie for sequencing a timeline for the history of farming. 
 

Tawny Owl Class 
Damola for lovely listening when getting ready for home time. 

Augustin for independently creating a fantastic timeline of the history of farming. 
 

Barn Owl Class 
Vivienne for painting a beautiful tree covered with summer leaves. 

Ziyaan for super listening when following a set of instructions to make a sandwich. 
Harry for great sequencing of the history of farming. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 1:  In English this week, the children have researched different types of RNLI 
lifeboat and written fact files about them. They applied all their learning about full 
stops, capital letters and finger spaces to write super sentences. Many children wrote 
a sequence of facts. The children were fascinated to watch videos of lifeboats 
launching and at sea, and to find out about the valuable lifesaving work of the RNLI 
and the volunteers who carry out the rescues.  
 
The children finished their unit of learning about time in mathematics. They learnt to 
tell the time to ‘o’clock’ and ‘half past the hour’. They also learnt about the days of 
the week, months of the year and seconds, minutes and hours.  
 
In phonics, the children learnt about alternative spellings for the sounds /z/, /w/, /f/, 
and /ow/. They were excited to see that they already knew many alternatives from 
their phonics learning. 
 
The children were keen to start to learn about joining letters in handwriting. They 
began with the digraph ‘ch’. 
 
The children had a wonderful time in their final Forest School session of Year 1. 
These sessions have been magical and a real opportunity for the children to safely 
take risks and to challenge themselves, as well as learn to collaborate with peers. 
We hope you have enjoyed hearing about Forest School, if not washing out all the 
mud! 
 
In geography, the children drew wonderful aerial view maps of the Forest School 
area. In PE, the children practised Sports Day races, sportsmanship and cheering on 
their teams. 
 
Finally, we were so proud of the children on their Moving Up Day on Thursday. The 
opportunity to spend some time with their new teachers in their new classrooms is 
so valuable and they came back to their Year 1 teachers with lots of information! 
 
Next week, the children will write a recount of their trip to Shepreth Wildlife Park. 
Please chat with your child over the weekend about their memories of that special 
day. In mathematics, they will consolidate learning from this year. On Monday, 
please send your child to school wearing something white for the Glow Dance 
Workshop. On Friday, the children will have an amazing workshop on the history of 
holidays by the sea. Please send your child to school in seaside clothes on Friday. 
 

Stars of the week: 
 

Big Cat Class 
Mya for creating a wonderful aerial map of the woodland area. 

Kennedy for fantastic work on odd and even numbers. 
Harrison for having a fantastic understanding of alternative spellings. 

 
Red Fox Class 

Bertie for writing a fabulous fact file on lifeboats. 
Maya for drawing a super aerial view map of the Forest School area. 

 
Walker Bear Class 

Mollie for fantastic help to set up the Year 1 balloon stall. 
Eliza for very neat writing on her poster for the Year 1 balloon stall. 

Sabin for creating a very eye-catching poster to advertise the summer fair. 
Archer for being a wonderfully supportive friend, encouraging his friends to believe 

in themselves. 
 



 
Year 2:  This week, the children enjoyed two transition sessions at Giles Junior 
School. On Tuesday afternoon, they visited their new classrooms, asked the current 
Year 3 children lots of questions and explored their new playground. On Thursday 
morning, they spent time with their new teachers and completed an ‘all about me’ 
activity. 
 
In English, the children used their story plans to write their own version of ‘The 
Papaya That Spoke’. In mathematics, they learnt to use the language of position, 
such as ‘above, ‘below’ and ‘between’. They also learnt to use the language of 
movement, such as ‘forwards’, ‘backwards’, ‘left’ and ‘right’. They also learnt to 
describe turns.  
 
Next week is One World Week. The children will take part in two special activities – 
the Glow Dance Workshop postponed from this week and a Chinese Dragon 
Workshop. 
 
In class, the children will read the book ‘My Granny Went to Market’ and learn 
about some of the countries Granny visits on her magic carpet. 
 
Sports Day takes place on Tuesday next week, with the Year 2 races starting at 
10.35am. Please can children come to school in their PE kit and have a fresh bottle 
of water with them. 
 
End of year reports will be sent home next week, and we will start to send home 
your child’s workbooks next Friday. Please send in a couple of sturdy plastic bags as 
the books are very heavy. 
 
Looking ahead to the final week of term, Leavers’ Assemblies will take place as 
follows: 
 

• Tuesday 21st July at 9.15am – Penguin class with Mrs Peace 
• Tuesday 21st July at 10.30am – Pelican class with Mrs Humphrey 
• Tuesday 21st July at 2.30pm – Puffin class with Miss Wright 

 
End of year parties will take place on Wednesday 22nd July. Children should bring 
their own party food in a labelled bag, separate to their packed lunch if they have 
one. Please remember, we are a nut-free school. Children can wear party clothes for 
the day but return to school uniform for the last day of term on Thursday 23rd July. 
School closes for the summer at 1.00pm on Thursday 23rd July. 
 

Stars of the Week: 
 

Pelican Class 
Luca for always asking if he can help his teachers. 

Lylac for always trying her best at everything we do at school. 
 

Penguin Class 
Afna for incredible artwork. 
Ivy for incredible artwork. 

 
Puffin Class 

Harrie for representing the school values during transition to the Junior School. 
James for being a positive role model to all. 

 
 
 



 

SUMMER TERM EVENTS 

 
Event Date Time 
ONE WORLD WEEK W/C 13/07/26  
Rescheduled Glow Dance Workshop Monday 13/07/26  
Orca Sports Afternoon Monday 13/07/26  
Sports Day Tuesday 14/07/26  
Rocksteady Concert – by invitation Wednesday 15/07/26 9.30am 
Chinese Dragon Dance Workshop Thursday 16/07/26  
Seaside workshop – Year 1 Friday 17/07/26  
Reserve Sports Day Monday 20/07/26  
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Penguin class Tuesday 21/07/26 9.15am 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Pelican class Tuesday 21/07/26 10.30am 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Puffin class Tuesday 21/07/26 2.30pm 
Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly – Orca class Wednesday 22/07/26  
Class parties Wednesday 22/07/26  
LAST DAY OF TERM Thursday 23/07/26 School closes 1.00pm 

 
 
 

TERM DATES 2025-26 

Summer Term: Monday 13th April 2026 – Thursday 23rd July 2026 
 

School finishes on Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 1.00pm 
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TERM DATES 2026-2027 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 INSET day SCHOOL CLOSED  

 
Autumn Term:  Thursday 3rd September 2026 – Friday 18th December 2026 

 
Children return to school on Thursday 3rd September 2026 

 
[Half Term: Monday 26th October 2026 - Friday 30th October 2026] 

 
Children return to school on Monday 2nd November 2026 

 
Friday 4th December 2026 Occasional Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
School finishes on Friday 18th December 2026 at 1.00pm 

 
[Christmas Holidays: Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027] 

 
Monday 4th January 2027 – INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Spring Term:  Tuesday 5th January 2027 – Thursday 25th March 2027 

 
Children return to school on Tuesday 5th January 2027 

 
[Half term: Monday 15th February 2027 – Friday 19th February 2027] 

 
School finishes on Thursday 25th March 2027 at 1.00pm 

 
[Easter Holidays Friday 26th March 2027 – Friday 9th April 2027] 

 
Summer Term: Monday 12th April 2027 – Thursday 22nd July 2027 

 
Children return to school on Monday 12th April 2027 

 
Monday 3rd May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Monday 31st May 2027 Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
[Half term: Monday 31st May 2027 – Friday 4th June 2027] 

 
Monday 7th June 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
Children return to school on Tuesday 8th June 2027 

 
                           Friday 2nd July 2027 INSET Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

 
School finishes on Thursday 22nd July 2027 at 1.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


